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Welcome to the Winter 2019 edition of the UHLMG newsletter   
Editor: Una Allender 

Local Landcare Snippets 

Bioindicators of high performing soils—workshop with Pauline Mele.  Managing bio-
logical function is central to improving soil productivity.  Improving soil biological function 
could help reduce yield gaps in our cropping soils.  The Soils CRC is looking to partner with 
cropping farmers and advisors to help design practical tools to measure and monitor soil 
biological function.  You are invited to meet with highly regarded soil biologist and project 
leader Pauline Mele to discuss how you can support and benefit from this research.  The 
workshop will be held at Maroona Recreation Reserve Hall on Monday July 22nd 11am to 
1pm with lunch provided.  RSVP for catering to Ayesha Burdett on 0429 021 500. 

Climate Change was the theme for the recent South West Landcare Gathering at Beau-
fort organised by Glenelg Hopkins CMA and Upper Mt Emu Creek Landcare.  After hearing 
from local agronomists on climate issues for cropping and grazing, keynote speaker Jenny 
O’Sullivan, a beef and sheep farmer from South Gippsland, presented a wide ranging talk 
on adapting to climate change and the possible opportunities for farmers.  Jenny empha-
sised the importance of healthy soil and wise water use with developing a Whole Farm 
Plan a priority.  Jenny explained the Australian Beef Sustainability Framework which em-
braces animal welfare, economic, environmental and community issues.  Carbon neutral 
farming is the goal with potential for using this as a marketing opportunity. 

Grant funding for projects.  We have submitted several applications for the current round 
of Victorian Landcare Grants for fencing and revegetation projects on 10 properties. Much 
work has been done by landholders who received previous state government funding.  For 
example, at Mt William Station Sybil Abbott and Matt Burmeister have planted a 3km north-
south corridor along Snake Road and Nick and Andi Armytage have completed a major 
project to fence off the creek at “Delamere” to protect the excellent existing vegetation and 
allow more planting which has recently been completed by Conservation Volunteers.  

Weeds & Rabbits.  UHLMG currently has a small amount of 50:50 funding available for 
gorse and rabbit projects—contact Celia Tucker on 5354 6277.  The UHLMG spray unit is 
available for members to use—contact Bruce McKay on 0417 512 189. 

Please help us to cut costs and reduce our impact on the environment. 
 

Nominate to receive your next newsletter via email (with color photos) rather than on paper (black & white). 
Simply send an email with your name and a request to add your details to our distribution list. 

Address your email to:  ayesha.burdett@gmail.com       

` 

Diary Dates 
E-waste banned from landfill—

from July 1st.  See page 7 

PPS Girls & Grass dinner with 

Sue Pieters-Hawke. July 9th (P6) 

Soil BioIndicators Workshop 
with Pauline Mele—Maroona 
Rec. Hall. July 22nd 11am (P1) 

SWIFFT videoconference—
”People for Nature”  25th July.  To 
join in at Ararat Ag Dept. Office 
please contact Jane Moorfoot on 
5355 0521 or 0400 142 635  

2040 screening at Ararat’s Astor 
Cinema—July 30th 7for 7.30pm (P4) 

Ararat Landcare Group—St An-
drews Church Hall, Ararat. Next 
meeting Monday 5th August www.uhlmg.com.au               www.facebook.com/UHLMG 

The Upper Hopkins Land Management Group is   
grateful to the Glenelg Hopkins CMA and the Victorian 

Government DELWP & DEDJTR for their support of 
group activities and the production of this newsletter. 

Welcome to Ayesha Burdett.  You may know that I am retiring from my facilitator role so 
this will be my last newsletter.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the UHLMG 
members and committee for all the support and encouragement I have had over the years.  
I would particularly like to acknowledge Celia Tucker who has done an amazing job as 
Secretary/Treasurer and now Treasurer to improve the 
structure and governance of the group.  Special thanks 
also go to UHLMG Chair Jack Tucker, to Jayne Drum for 
her work on the IPM project and to Dom Sparkes our 
marketing guru. Thank you to members and committee 
of Ararat Landcare Group and my colleagues at Glenelg 
Hopkins CMA, Agriculture Vic. and elsewhere.  It has 
been a privilege to work in a field I am passionate about 
with so many wonderful people. 

I am delighted that Ayesha Burdett will be the new facili-
tator.  I cannot think of a better person to take on this 
role. You can read more about Ayesha on page 3.   Una A    

 Photo: New UHLMG Facilitator Ayesha Burdett     

mailto:clem.sturmfels@dpi.vic.gov.au
http://www.facebook.com/UHLMG
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Winter Bird Page  

Clockwise from top R:  

Two “winter” birds photographed by Dave Nichols—a Female Scar-

let Robin and a Jacky Winter. 

Wayne Suffield has taken some beautiful photos of birds in our 

region:   

 Nankeen Kestrel at Lake Buninjon 

 Australasian Grebe at Greenhill Lake 

 Australian Shoveler at Greenhill Lake 

 A gathering of Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters at Ararat Hills 

Regional Park.  Sometimes called a “corroboree”.   
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By Jack Tucker, UHLMG Chair 

As most of you will be aware Una Allender has recently 
announced her retirement and will be finishing in her role as 
Facilitator of the Upper Hopkins Land Management Group, 
Ararat Landcare Group, Ararat Regional Biolinks Network and 
Lake Bolac Eel Festival at the end of June 2019. Una has 
been an absolute legend in our Landcare community over 
many, many years and she is going to be sorely missed by us 
all. In fact it is hard to imagine Landcare in this region without 
Una!  Nothing has ever been too much trouble and her 
commitment to the groups she has supported has always 
been above and beyond. From helping with funding 
applications and planning for Landcare projects on farms, 
dealing with pages and pages of bureaucratic reporting on 
behalf of the group, attending endless events and workshops 
for the benefit of our members, collating this quarterly 
newsletter, undertaking regular water monitoring across a 
large area, arranging workshops and events to increase the 
knowledge of our members, representing our Groups 
wherever she goes with her Landcare hat on and generally 
being a very kind, generous, patient, knowledgeable person 
we owe her a very big thank you. 

Whilst we are sad to see Una finish in the role we are also 
extremely excited that Ayesha Burdett has recently been 
appointed as the new Facilitator for the Upper Hopkins Land 
Management Group. Like Una she will also provide support to 
the Ararat Landcare Group, Ararat Regional Biolinks Network 
and Lake Bolac Eel Festival committee as part of her role. 

Ayesha grew up on her family’s farm at Wickliffe and went 
onto study Zoology and Environmental Science at University. 
She has a strong interest in freshwater ecology. In recent 
years Ayesha has been living and working in New Mexico with 
her partner Howard and their two daughters. In 2018 they 
moved back to Australia and are now partners in a broadacre 
family farm at Wickliffe. 

We feel very fortunate that Ayesha has accepted the 
Facilitator position as she brings to the role a wealth of 
experience and knowledge leading groups and managing 
projects. She is passionate about working with people to 
develop positive outcomes for both the community and the 
environment. 

Ayesha commenced work in the Facilitator role in mid June 
which has allowed Una to spend some time with her to do a 
handover. 

We plan to hold a gathering in the coming months so that 
members have the opportunity to farewell Una and welcome 
Ayesha to the Group. Please stay tuned for more details. 

 

 

 

 

Glenelg Hopkins CMA Works Crew  

By Dave Nichols, Glenelg Hopkins CMA 

Over the autumn period the CMA Works Crew have spent a 
lot of time in other parts of the Catchment (Casterton, Harrow 
and Portland) undertaking significant woody weed and stream 
bank fencing projects. But more recently they have also been 
doing some work along the Ararat Hills. 

Some of the work includes the surprising flood recovery work 
following the significant rain event on the 1st of May. The event 
saw some places between Ararat and Maroona receive up to 
85mm overnight, especially in the Burrumbeep Rd area 
resulting in some stock fences washed away, and one farmer 
reporting the loss of several sheep to the flash flood. 

The crew undertook the strenuous task of raking the thick 
matted debris off fences for several kilometers. Following this, 
they helped stand up and repair the same fences. Some of the 
fences affected needed complete replacing. 

The crew has recently also undertaken a small amount of 
gorse follow up work along the Cemetery Creek in Ararat. This 
will be an ongoing project to secure the past works of the 
others – especially the Ararat Landcare Group and the Ararat 
Biolinks Group. It is planned to continue to monitor and re-
treat some of these gorse areas over the next year or two. 

The crew has also been out at the Forster’s Wills Hill Road 60 
hectare revegetation site helping to maintain this significant 
patch of native vegetation. 

In the coming months, the crew’s attention will turn to spray 
preparation for revegetation projects and undertaking planting 
of native plants. 

If you would like a hand with your environmental project, such 
as planting, weed eradication or fencing, we are always happy 
to take an enquiry to see if we can help.  I can be contacted 
on 0407 321 747. 

 

 

UHLMG Facilitator Update 

GHCMA Environmental Achievement Awards 

By Celia Tucker, UHLMG Treasurer 

Jack and I attended the Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Man-
agement Authority Environmental Awards evening in Hamil-
ton on Friday 7th June, 2019 and were thrilled to witness Una 
being awarded the 2019 Glenelg Hopkins Lifetime Achiever 
Award, alongside Doug Phillips. With her recently announc-
ing her retirement as Landcare Facilitator in this region it was 
a perfect time for her to be formally recognised for her dedi-
cation and commitment to sustainable catchment manage-
ment and agriculture over a very long period of time. Well 
done Una, you truly deserved this award! 

Newly appointed UHLMG Facilitator Ayesha 
Burdett introduces herself 

I grew up on the family farm at Wickliffe, but moved away 
from home to pursue a university degree and the opportuni-
ties that followed. I studied Zoology and Environmental Sci-
ence so that I could spend time outside and learn about the 
natural world. After finishing my studies, I headed to Albu-
querque, New Mexico, to work on research projects about 
aquatic food webs and invertebrate ecology in the Rio 
Grande. There are many interesting parallels between Aus-
tralia and the USA, in terms of both ecology and challenges 
in water management. I expected to stay in the USA for one 
or two years but it stretched out to nearly thirteen years! I 
worked at the University of New Mexico and the New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History and Science. My ecological inter-
est is focused on freshwater ecology, particularly macroinver-
tebrates.   I returned to Wickliffe last year, bringing my hus-
band (Howard Brandenburg) and two young daughters 
(Paloma and Imogen). We have been busy learning about 
farming and re-connecting with old friends and places. How-
ard is a fish biologist, illustrator and painter. Together, we 
have a small ecological consulting business, River Bend 
Ecology, that will help keep us outside and learning about the 
natural world. When we’re not working, you can find us in a 
canoe or in the mountains, bushwalking and rock climbing. I 
am very excited to be back in the region and to be able to 
support landholders to be sustainable and productive. I look 
forward to getting to know everyone! 
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By  Tania Parker, Glenelg Hopkins CMA 

Wetlands are distinctive parts of the Victorian landscape and 
are a valuable asset to many. They provide habitat for a vast 
number of fauna and flora, act as sediment traps, filter 
nutrients from catchments and provide recreational 
opportunities for people. 

Many wetlands are naturally occurring, but the definition of a 
‘wetland’ also covers those areas that are modified or artificial, 
subject to permanent or temporary inundation, hold static or 
very slow moving water, and have the potential to adapt to 
inundation and the aquatic environment. 

The term ‘wetland’ also covers freshwater and saline lakes, 
swamps, marshes and even boggy paddocks, as well as 
shallow waters in estuaries, bays and inlets. 

The Glenelg Hopkins catchment area contains around 44% of 
Victoria’s wetlands, equating to 5,400 wetlands covering 
73,000 ha.  

Wetlands provide many values to the community:  

 Wetlands act as sediment traps and filter nutrients from 

catchments. This helps protect the water quality of creeks, 
rivers and estuaries. 

 Wetlands reduce the impacts of flooding by holding and 

slowing floodwater. 

 Wetlands provide habitat for native plants and native 

animals including waterbirds, frogs and fish. 

 Traditional Owners and Aboriginal people have used 

wetlands over many tens of thousands of years and they 
are an important part of Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

 Wetlands provide a range of recreational opportunities such 

as boating, camping, bird watching and fishing which help 
to support tourism and local economies. 

 They provide essential habitat for endangered species like 

the Brolga and contain a huge diversity of plants. 

As such valuable ecological and cultural assets, it is important 
wetlands are retained in our environment. Key threatening 
processes to wetlands in the region include drainage, stock 
grazing, cropping, pest plants, water extraction, nutrient 
enrichment, and runoff and drift of fertilisers, pesticides and 
herbicides.   

However, cropping is considered a greater threat to wetlands 
than stock grazing because of the level of soil disturbance and 
native vegetation removal involved. 

Without wetlands, the survival of the plants and animals they 
support becomes threatened.  But protecting a wetland on a 
farm doesn’t necessarily mean losing productive land. 

Landholders with wetlands on their farms can be supported 
through project funding available through the Glenelg Hopkins 
CMA, which may include things like fencing off wetlands to 
protect the area but also allow seasonal grazing to occur.  

Glenelg Hopkins CMA currently has a wetland restoration 
project focusing on wetland protection in the Upper Hopkins 
catchment and will be seeking project sites in the coming 
months.  

For more information, contact Tania Parker on 5571 2526. 

  

  

  

 

By Peter Homan, Wildlife Ecologist 

Since European settlement a number of native mammals have 
disappeared from the grassland areas of western Victoria. 
However, one native rodent continues to survive and thrive in 
many areas despite massive changes to local ecosystems. 

The Swamp Rat Rattus lutreolus (see photo below) is found 
across much of the farming districts of western Victoria, where 
it inhabits a range of habitats. The closely related Bush Rat 
Rattus fuscipes is not found in the grassland areas of western 
Victoria. 

The Swamp Rat, as the name suggests, is often found in 
damp areas, but is also at home in drier, grassy areas. The 
diagnostic features of the Swamp Rat include dark fur, dark 
feet and a tail much shorter than the head and the body. The 
species forms colonies, often called “towns”, with distinctive 
mounds of soil above burrows and extensive runways that fan 
out through surrounding vegetation.  

Swamp Rats cannot persist where grazing occurs as their 
burrows are trampled by stock. However, they are common in 
fenced-off areas, especially along creeks, and even in weed-
infested roadside verges. Swamp Rats play an important role 
in grassland ecosystems due to their partly diurnal/nocturnal 
habits. During the day Swamp Rats are preyed upon by birds 
of prey and at night by owls. Recently a Black-shouldered Kite 
was seen catching a Swamp Rat during the day in the Wil-
laura district. Feral Cats, Foxes and venomous snakes also 
prey upon Swamp Rats.  

The Swamp Rat is a specialist herbivore and does not pose 
any problems for agricultural industries; however, occasionally 
they will invade vegetable gardens. If your property has un-
grazed areas check them out. There is a good chance you will 
have a resident population of this little native mammal. 

Wetlands – What are they?  The Swamp Rat: little Aussie battler 

Flock of Brolgas on a wetland near Willaura.     
Photo supplied. 

Correction. In the Autumn newsletter I wrongly labelled a 

photo of a rat in the Tucker Sanctuary as a Bush Rat, when in 
fact it was  a Swamp  Rat.  Peter Homan has kindly corrected 
my error and contributed this informative article.  Editor 

The film “2040”  will screen at the Astor Cinema, Ararat on Tuesday July 30th.  7pm for drinks & 
nibbles before a 7.30pm screening.     This is an initiative of Project Platypus and is supported by 
Upper Hopkins Land Management Group, Ararat Landcare Group, Beyond Bolac CAG and the 
FarmHer Project .  The community is invited to get together to see this inspiring film directed by 
Damon Gameau (That Sugar Film) with its optimistic vision of the best possible future world.    
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By  Louise Thomas 

Charles Massy, sheep farmer from Monaro NSW and author 
of the book, Call of the Reed Warbler, shared his insights into 
Regenerative Agriculture to a keen audience of 180 farmers at 
Dunkeld in late April. Fifty farmers also attended a workshop 
with Charles the following day. The strong interest in these 
events clearly demonstrates that local farmers want to know 
more about an approach to agriculture that improves their 
most importance asset, their land, while achieving, even 
exceeding, targets for production and profit. 

The event was organised by the Upper Hopkins Land 
Management Group and supported by Glenelg Hopkins CMA 
through funding from the Australian Governments National 
Landcare Program. 

“It was brilliantly received”, said Upper Hopkins Land 
Management Group Facilitator Una Allender. “People were 
listening – you could hear a pin drop in the room the whole 
time that Charles was speaking, and we had some very good 
questions at the end over a very wide range of topics.” 

Charles Massy began his talk with a simple message – that 
healthy landscapes produce healthy food and healthy 
societies. Taking the audience ‘on a quick canter’ through his 
experiences, he explained how farmers, by changing how they 
think about farming, are making better use natural processes 
to reduce cost and improve their land without compromising 
long-term production. 

Describing his own farming experience as ‘a mistake ridden 
journey’, it was degradation of his own farm land that 
motivated Charles to begin looking for innovative farmers who 
were doing things differently. ‘The Call of the Reed Warbler’ is 
an account of the experiences and learnings that have caused 
him to totally change his approach to farming. Charles now 
views his land as an interconnection of solar, water, mineral 
and biological cycles with human management and ideas, the 
central and controlling element. ‘By improving the most 
degraded process, all the other processes are improved’, he 
said. 

Drawing on examples from across Australia and overseas, 
Charles showed farmers who were able to return degraded 
land into highly productive farms by focusing on the most 
degraded landscape processes.  He explained that 
regenerative practices make financial and ecological sense 
and can put the excitement back into farming and lead to a 
total rejuvenation of farming families. 

The talk clearly struck a chord with many attendees. “I’ve had 
nothing but positive feedback”, Jack Tucker, Upper Hopkins 
Land Management Group Chair, said. “Everyone that I’ve 
spoken to has mentioned that their head is spinning and it’s 
really going to make them think about different aspects of their 
farming.” 

 

Charles Massy Seminar at Dunkeld Charles Massy Workshop 

By  Una Allender, UHLMG Facilitator 

Following on from the Monday evening seminar Charles led a 
workshop attended by fifty farmers and advisors, most of 
whom had also attended the seminar.  The workshop provided 
an opportunity to delve deeper into Regenerative Agriculture 
ideas and promoted some wide ranging discussion.   

As Charles pointed out change can be difficult.  He memorably 
quoted: “the only people who like change are babies with wet 
nappies”.  Many attendees contemplating making a change 
were looking for advice and support on transitioning to Regen-
erative Agriculture and keen to network with like minded peo-
ple.  They were concerned about chemical use on farms and 
looking to create a more pleasant farm environment while  
increasing biodiversity.   

From the interest generated by both the seminar and the 
workshop, the Upper Hopkins Land Management Group in 
conjunction with Beyond Bolac Catchment Action Group and 
Panyyabyr Landcare Group, with the support of Glenelg Hop-
kins CMA, is looking to set up a support group to further assist 
the implementation of regenerative agriculture in our region.  
Anyone wanting further information on this topic can contact 
Jayne Drum 0429 416 592 or Ayesha Burdett 0429 021 500 

For those who missed the Monday seminar at Dunkeld or 
want to hear it again, the video of Charles’ presentation can 
be accessed online. 

 PART 1 of this two part series, examines the current state of 
agriculture and the ‘mechanical mind’ that created it; the four 
ecological processes that govern landscape function plus hu-
man ingenuity and action a fifth process; innovative practices 
currently being undertaken by farmers to regenerate their land 
while increasing their profits; and, the evolving ‘Emergent 
Mind’, a relational approach to landscape through truly innova-
tive thinking. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipLXzq9xTIw&t=5s 

 PART 2 of this two part series, looks at what is not working in 
the current system; considers what we are not being told; what 
are the consequences for ourselves, our children and our chil-
dren’s children if we do not take this opportunity to change our 
relationship with our tired weary planet. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huJgXmHKj44 

Photos                                                                               
Above:  Charles Massy summing up at Tuesday’s workshop 

Left: An audience of 180 farmers and advisors turned out to 
Dunkeld’s Sterling Place to hear Charles Massy speak about 
regenerative agriculture in late April.         Photos: U. Allender 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipLXzq9xTIw&t=5s&fbclid=IwAR0xSapjyoqa_P4JfH-Ft-og1P9aK-TIn0l1WJIPegTJi_UJAqrsjdg9YLc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huJgXmHKj44&fbclid=IwAR2EZc-ctfSvespAODPthq93Ga1rYMi7c7NLpxJU-yym_ZEflsGOx6TqT3U
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By Debbie Shea, Coordinator,  Perennial Pasture systems 

Girls & Grass Advisory Group 

The Perennial Pasture Systems (PPS) group was formed in 
2007.  Memberships are per business, therefore including all 
the participants in the family farm enterprise.  PPS hosted its 
first rural women's dinner in 2016 and undertook a workshop 
to ascertain if there was a need for a stronger voice for women 
within the group.  As a result the Girls & Grass Advisory Group  
was formed. 

The Advisory Group currently consists of five PPS female 
members, from different areas across the region: Jodie 
Greene - Elmhurst, Sue Maconachie - Challicum, Bianca 
Kilpatrick - Great Western, Jane Coburn - Dunneworthy and 
Janine Curtis - Nowhere Creek.  A part time facilitator is 
employed by PPS supported by Rural Bank. 

The role of the Advisory Group is to work in collaboration with 
the Perennial Pasture Systems Committee of Management to 
formulate activities that: 

 Provide  a suitable and comfortable  learning atmosphere 

for both men and women.   

 Provide assistance and support for the farming community 

by including health and well being messages. 

 Build capacity and confidence in rural women. 

 Provide social activities for rural women enabling them to 

expand their network. 

 Offer opportunities for mentoring. 

PPS has been very successful in assisting farmers to 
undertake and improve on farm practice change to remain 
financially viable and environmentally sustainable.  The Girls & 
Grass Advisory Group wants to build on that by looking at 
other sections of operating a family farming business, 
including the ongoing training and networking opportunities for 
rural women.  Girls & Grass works closely with the PPS 
Committee of Management to value add to the existing 
calendar of events, as well as conducting their own activities. 

Rural women contribute to the agriculture industry not only by 
running farms themselves but by supporting their partners, 
caring for children or older members of the family and in many 
cases earning off farm income.  They juggle the family work 
life balance and enjoy the opportunity to share and gain 
knowledge on farming issues with like minded people.   

The group has grown to recognise the importance of farmer 
health and well being to enable families to make informed 
decisions especially in these challenging seasonal conditions.  
To address these issues PPS and Girls & Grass have 
developed a relationship with Grampians Pyrenees Primary 
Care Partnership to continue to provide information and raise 
awareness around rural living health initiatives.      

Girls & Grass host social activities to build networks and 
educational events (photo opposite)  to develop capacity 
within our rural communities.  PPS has an exciting program of 
events for the next six months: 

Tuesday 9th July—Girls & Grass dinner for all PPS members 
and guests with Guest Speaker Sue Pieters-Hawke. 

Wednesday 24th July - Healthy Productive Soils Workshop 
 and Girls & Grass rural women's social dinner, 'Christmas in 
July' with a presentation on the Grampians Pyrenees Primary 
Care Partnership FARMher project. 
Sunday 4th August - PPS Winter Farm Tour,  “Bale to Bail” 
at Price Pastoral, Eversley  including a farm security 
discussion with Wimmera Proactive Police Unit.  
Thursday 29th August - Girls & Grass social coffee morning,  
Wednesday 11th September - PPS 11th  Annual Conference  

 

 
PPS  -  Girls and Grass Advisory Group Lucerne Flea and Redlegged Earth Mite 

By  Dr Paul Horne, IPM Technologies 

Lucerne flea and redlegged earth mite are common establish-
ment pests and are capable of causing significant damage.  
Here I will describe the basic biology of each and why this is 
relevant to control. 

Lucerne flea is a type of springtail and is not native to Austra-
lia.  It feeds on a wide range of crops and other plants, includ-
ing broadleaf weeds such as capeweed.  It is dormant over 
summer with the population surviving as eggs.  In these re-
gards it is the same as redlegged earth mite. 

Springtails in general like wet, humid conditions and are trig-
gered to hatch with autumn rains.  They can emerge before 
redlegged earth mites, which also require cooler temperatures 
as well as moisture to hatch. 

Populations of lucerne flea can be very patchy, and this proba-
bly relates to what plants were present in the area the year 
prior.  Damage by lucerne flea is usually restricted to the low-
est leaves (eg the cotyledons of canola) and if the plants can 
get through the establishment phase and start growing true 
leaves then they can tolerate the pest. 

Predatory mites, in particular snout mites, are important in the 
control of lucerne flea.  Redlegged earth mite does not have a 
single, key predator but is preyed on by a complex of preda-
tory mites and beetles. 

Control of lucerne flea and redlegged earth mite can be con-
sidered in two ways: short-term control dealing with a problem 
now, and long-term control.  If insecticides are required for a 
crop that is already planted, then there are no soft options.  
What this means is that beneficial insects and mites that help 
to control these pests will be killed and the problem will per-
sist. Seed dressings would be preferred for redlegged earth 
mite.  Spot-spraying is the least disruptive option. 

In the longer term – the best option is to promote conditions 
that allow a range of naturally occurring beneficial species to 
survive.  This means removing broad-spectrum sprays, espe-
cially synthetic pyrethroids.  The synthetic pyrethroids might 
knock down red-legged earth mite but will not be very effective 
on lucerne flea and will kill the predatory species that help to 
control both. 

If you have particular questions, then please contact me:      
Dr Paul Horne, IPM Technologies P/L,  Mob: 0419 891 575 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
*  *  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 4th - Sunday 6th October - PPS 11th Annual Study 
Tour to South East S.A. 
Sunday 27th October - Girls & Grass luncheon open to all 
PPS members, Pomonal Estate Winery. 
Friday 29th November - PPS end of year farm tour & BBQ, 
venue TBC 

For information on membership or any of the above events 
contact: Girls & Grass facilitator; Debbie 0418 205353 or 
email: debbiejshea@gmail.com 
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By Lucinda Horrocks, Wind & Sky Productions Pty Ltd  

This month, the United Nations announced that nature is 
declining globally at rates unprecedented in human history, 
driven in part by climate change.  Evidence of this is crystal 
clear in Victoria, with a new online story called “Collections 
and Climate Change” showing how the Victorian 
Government has been taking steps to understand climate 
change impacts through Victoria’s cultural and scientific 
treasures. 

The documentary film and gallery, now live on the Victorian 
Government Culture Victoria portal, explores how the 
information gathered and stored by Museums Victoria, Parks 
Victoria and the Royal Botanic Gardens gives insight into local 
climate related shifts in human, plant and animal life. 

Some of the biggest changes are happening underwater off 
Victoria’s coast. “On a big broad scale, we’ve changed the 
chemistry of our planet and how it works,” said Kate Phillips, 
Senior Curator Science Exhibitions at Museums Victoria. “One 
big response to warming oceans is that animals are moving,” 
says Ms Phillips. “Things that occurred in tropical waters in the 
past are actually coming further south.” 

There is also change in Victoria’s alpine ranges. “We’re 
starting to get issues like the timing’s wrong,” says Dr Mark 
Norman, Chief Conservation Scientist, Parks Victoria.  “The 
snow’s melting early and the mountain pygmy possums are 
emerging two weeks before the Bogong moths come,” says Dr 
Norman, “so they don’t have the critical food source they need 
straight away.” 

The living and static collections of Victoria help us understand 
and track these shifts, says Dr David Cantrill, Executive 
Director Science, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. “You can 
start studying the impact of those sorts of things through time, 
and that’s one of the great uses of the collections.” 

The film and digital gallery documents many examples of the 
ways in which collections illuminate our understanding of 
climate change across the different domains of human life and 
culture, biology, zoology and rocks, fossils and minerals. 

T h e  p r o j e c t  w a s 
commissioned by Creative 
Victoria and produced by 
Wind and Sky Productions.  
It is free for the community 
to watch, show and share 

at www.cv.vic.gov.au  

  

 

Lake Bolac Resource Recovery Centre 
E-waste Banned from Landfill   

By Deidre Andrews, ARCC Waste & Sustainability Officer 

Lake Bolac Resource Recovery Centre   

Ararat Rural City Council received funding through 
Sustainability Victoria’s Resource Recovery Infrastructure 
Fund to undertake the Lake Bolac Resource Recovery Centre 
Upgrade Project. 

This project, will involve upgrading the current site to a best 
practice rural waste management facility. The site, which is 
situated on Graham Road, Lake Bolac, is Council-owned land, 
which is divided in two, with one side being the current 
transfer station and the other not being utilised. The project 
will see construction occur on the non-utilised part, whilst the 
current site will continue to operate to avoid any 
inconvenience to local residents.  Once complete this part will 
be rehabilitated. 

The upgraded facility will improve the handling of currently 
received materials: commingled recycling, scrap metal, 
chemical drums (drumMUSTER), oil, building waste, gas 
bottles, general waste, green waste, mattresses and tyres. In 
addition, the facility will provide a re-use shop, improved 
signage, additional employment as well as education around 
composting and recycling. 

Construction is expected to commence in the second half of 
2019 and extend into 2020. 

E-waste Infrastructure & Ban from Landfill 

Ararat Rural City has also received funding to construct a 
shed for the receipt of e-waste at the Lake Bolac Resource 
Recovery Centre. The funding, again from Sustainability 
Victoria is as a result of the introduction, by the Victorian 
Government, of a ban on all e-waste from landfill, which takes 
effect 1st July 2019. This means that anything with a plug, cord 
or battery, to operate it will not be permitted to head to landfill 
– and can’t go into your kerbside bin either – but rather will 
require re-processing. 

The Ararat and surrounding communities, currently do a pretty 
good job in disposing of e-waste items at our Ararat transfer 
station, and with an information campaign being rolled-out by 
Sustainability Victoria, the Waste Management Groups and 
local governments, this trend is expected to continue. 

So what items are considered e-waste?   

E-waste or electronic waste – refers to any electrical products 
– with a plug, cord or battery – that are no longer wanted or 
working; these include many household items, such as: 

 Large and small appliances - from washing machines to 

watches 

 IT, telecommunications and TV equipment  

 Other e-waste eg. medical devices, thermostats 

 Lighting equipment  

 Electrical and electronic tools  

 Toys, leisure and sports equipment, musical equipment 

Why recycle e-waste 

Electronic waste contains many potentially hazardous 
materials, which can be harmful to the environment and 
human health. E-waste is growing three times faster than the 
rate of standard municipal waste in Australia, due to the 
increased technology trends, reduced product lifespan and 
consumer demand. Valuable materials, contained in e-waste, 
are lost, when these items are sent to landfill. 

For further information head to:                                         
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/Campaigns/eWaste 

Watching the World Change through           

Victoria’s Museums Parks and Gardens 

Port Phillip & Westernport CMA have produced an excellent 
online resource:  

“Common Pollinator and Benefi-
cial Insects of Victoria: an iden-
tification and conservation 
guide” can be found at                      
https://www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au/wp
-content/uploads/2019/06/Victorian
-Pollinators-Guide-16pp-DL.pdf 

Congratulations to Nick and Andi Armytage 
who welcomed baby daughter Audrey Marga-

ret Joanna  on 11th of June 

https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/land-and-ecology/collections-and-climate-change/
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/land-and-ecology/collections-and-climate-change/
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/land-and-ecology/collections-and-climate-change/
https://www.cv.vic.gov.au
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/
https://parkweb.vic.gov.au/
https://parkweb.vic.gov.au/
https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/
https://creative.vic.gov.au/
https://creative.vic.gov.au/
http://www.windsky.com.au
https://www.cv.vic.gov.au
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/Campaigns/eWaste
https://www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Victorian-Pollinators-Guide-16pp-DL.pdf
https://www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Victorian-Pollinators-Guide-16pp-DL.pdf
https://www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Victorian-Pollinators-Guide-16pp-DL.pdf
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Winter photo board 

Clockwise from above: 
Jack Tucker, Chair UHLMG with Charles Massy at the Dunkeld seminar. 
L to R: Jack Tucker, Celia Tucker, Craig Drum, Jayne Drum preparing 
name tags for the Charles Massy workshop.           (Photos: Una. Allender) 
 
Retiring facilitator Una Allender accepting a Glenelg Hopkins CMA Lifetime 
Achievement Award from GHCMA CEO Adam Bester       (Photo: GHCMA) 

The hamlet of Wickliffe (or Whitcliffe), taken in 1859 by Thomas Hannay 
who was a travelling photographer journeying from Geelong to Portland. A 
notable feature are the scattered trees behind the township—evidence of 
the “forgotten woodlands”   

Glenelg Hopkins GHCMA work crew helped clean up a flood damaged 
fence on Tim and Sally Philip’s property at Maroona.        (Photo: GHCMA)                     
 
Fiery Creek running over the weir at Streatham on 20th June.  There was 
considerable foaming, likely caused by naturally occurring saponins in the 
water.  Foaming was also seen on the south beach at Lake Bolac a few 
days later.                                                                  (Photos: Una. Allender) 
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Meanderings and reflections 

Water results  : Upper Hopkins River, Upper Fiery Creek and Upper Mt Emu Creek catchments 

EC levels for livestock water supplies.   Value given in brackets for each type of livestock is the EC level at which production   
decline begins:   Beef cattle (6,200 EC μS/cm), lactating ewes and weaners (6,000 EC μS/cm), dry sheep (9,300 EC μS/cm)), 
horses (6,200 EC μS/cm), Pigs (3,100 EC μS/cm),  poultry 3,100 EC μS/cm).   

 
What a change in the waterways since the Autumn monitoring run—all 
the creeks and rivers are running, the countryside is green and birds of 
many species are abundant.  Some areas received a bit too much rain 
all at once, for example an area around Maroona which recorded well 
over three inches (85mm) in one night resulting in flash flooding damag-
ing fencing, trees and the loss of some stock. 
This will be my last monitoring run.  Ayesha Burdett will take over the 
Hopkins River and Fiery Creek sections and Joel Owins, Upper Mt Emu 
Creek Facilitator will look after the Mt Emu Creek area. 

Stream Road where site accessed 
EC (µS/cm)  
June 2019 

EC (µS/cm)  
April 2019 

highest lowest average 

Good Morning 
Bill Creek Buninjon West Road 5280 Puddle only 39000 300 11672 

Hopkins River Bridge on Labrador Road 2990 6450 11200 370 6181 

Hopkins River Robertsons Bridge (Langi Logan Rd) 1520 5300 13000 950 4864 

Hopkins River Tatyoon Road (sth Kangaroo Pt Rd) 3030 3880 13800 780 4701 

Hopkins River Burrumbeep Boundary Road 3690 8220 11700 330 5398 

Hopkins River Jacksons Creek Road 4200 9870 12100 340 6277 

Hopkins River Warrak Road (Hopkins River Road) 1608 Puddle only 23280 490 9160 

Hopkins River Wickliffe - Glenelg Highway 7700 13750 19000 1590 11037 

Hopkins River Back Bolac Road 7290 16680 29600 1620 12307 

Hopkins River Delacombe Way (Edgarley Bridge) 4780 13380 17400 1790 10043 

Hopkins River Rossbridge (bridge) 4950 13100 13700 820 8390 

Hopkins River Old Geelong Road 1084 Puddle only 16300 1000 8619 

Hopkins River Dobie Road 1650 Dry 15900 160 5944 

Hopkins River Bald Hill Road ford 5690 Dry 31800 3400  
             

11497  

Hopkins River Helendoite Road 1935 8290 10800 390 
                     

5870                   

Challicum 
Creek Porters Bridge Road 6080 15100 26680 145 11675 

Fiery Creek Porters Bridge Road 4430 10390 11930 550 5581 

Fiery Creek Mt William Rd (east Travellers Rest Rd) 3410 Dry 5950 500 2273 

Fiery Creek Gordons Bridge Road 5440 8260 17560 530 5293 

Fiery Creek  Runway Swamp Road 4890 8050 14520 860 5108 

Fiery Creek  Streatham Reserve 6650 7060 11600 770 4344 

Fiery Creek McCrows Rd/Nerrin Nerrin Estate Rd 6700 11040 13770 780 7717 

Fiery Creek Lake Bolac 6990 11930 22280 850 8285 

Lake Bolac Fishermens Pontoon 10890 11340 53000 1410 11477 

Middle Creek Willowtree Road 533 Dry 3700 100 439 

Trawalla Creek Back Waterloo Rd, bridge 1630 No sample 15300 400 2637 

Sunset— Fiery Creek at Mt William Road.  Photo: Steve Roper 
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Disclaimer:    This publication may be of assistance to you but the Upper Hopkins Land Management Group does not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of 
any kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you 
relying on any information in this publication.   

Clem Sturmfels      DEDJTR Ararat   -   5355 0535 Soil conservation, incentives and whole farm planning 

Ayesha Burdett -  0429 021 500  
ayesha.burdett@gmail.com 

Facilitator  - Upper Hopkins Land Management Group, Ararat Landcare 
Group  

Glenelg Hopkins CMA— 5571 2526 Waterways, Wetlands, Works on Waterways Permits 

Jack Tucker—    0427 547 636 or  5354 6277 
Carole Mules -   0408 708 361 
Celia Tucker—  0409 138 581  or  5354 6277 

Chair, Upper Hopkins Land Management Group  
Secretary, Upper Hopkins Land Management Group 
Treasurer, Upper Hopkins Land Management Group  

Deidre Andrews      Ararat Rural City— 5355 0233  Ararat Rural City Council Waste and Sustainability Coordinator  

Rob Shea—0438 521 357 
Debbie Shea— 0418 205353  

Facilitator, Perennial Pasture Systems 
Facilitator, Girls & Grass Advisory Group, Perennial Pasture Systems 

Adam Merrick  — 0458 965 333        
adamm@tfn.org.au 

Trust for Nature  -  Conservation agreements, grants, biodiversity techni-
cal advice 

  Jileena Cole — 0428 341 869  
   beyondbolac@outlook.com  

Facilitator—Beyond Bolac Catchment Action Group (BBCAG) 

Stream Road where site accessed EC (µS/cm)  
June 2019 

EC (µS/cm)  
April 2019 highest lowest average 

Lake Buninjon Maroona - Glenthompson Road 12680 Dry 104000 880 17313 

Green Hill Lake Western Highway entrance 3100 4770 28800 340 6940 

Captains Creek Tatyoon North Road 164 Dry 3500 100 506 

Jacksons Creek Coopers Road 1216 Dry  15900                                                                                                                 770 8879 

Tatyoon drainage 
line Rockies Hill Road 7820 Dry 26200 360 15448 

Three Mile Creek Warrayatkin Road 1827 Dry 22400 600 7738 

Three Mile Creek Warrak Road 
No sample /
road works Dry 13600 390 2549 

Cemetery Creek Warrak Road 320 Dry 9100 130 887 

Billy Billy Creek Buangor 306 8060 8060 200 671 

Mt Emu Creek Trawalla Bridge  1281 Dry 6400 440 1820 

Mt Emu Creek Streatham-Carngham Road 1856 Dry 12200 130 2707 

Mt Emu Creek Mt Emu Settlement Road Bridge 1735 7460 11490 390 5250 

Mt Emu Creek Skipton pedestrian bridge 2510 8240 7900 440 4572 

Change of Address? 
Please contact Ayesha Burdett to update your address on our mailing list 

or better still provide an email address 

If undelivered please return to PO Box 109, Lake Bolac, 3351 

Postage Paid 

White-fronted Chat (Photo: Dave Nichols) 


