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Biodiversity On-Ground Action GRANT   

FoFW were successful in receiving $50K for a three-year project, which will finish in March 2020. 

Primarily this funding is to establish approximately 30 seed orchard sites right across the VVP, and also 

to erect some informative signage in some select towns across the region. To date, we have planted 

2000 Banksia, Bursaria and Sheoaks into 10 seed orchard sites, and are currently planning the second 

planting for the project. 

 

Simon says….  

We have largely completed the statistical analysis of stand data for 10 stands across populations 

between Ballarat in the east and Hamilton in the west. We have categorised three types of stand based 

on our data and these are: 

 

 

 

1. Normal healthy stands 
2. Recruitment limited stands 
3. Recruitment bottlenecks 
 

 

 

From the stands that we’ve analysed, we have no evidence of widespread recruitment bottlenecks and 

the majority of stands are recruiting well. This said, we have identified three recruitment limited stands, 

Moutajup, Trawalla and Illabarook.  

Welcome to the long awaited – a perhaps slightly overdue – newsletter 

for Friends of the Forgotten Woodlands Inc. A lot has happened since 

the last newsletter, the most important of which you will have been 

updated via email. This newsletter will give more detail and insight into 

what the Executive Committee have been up to over the last year. 

 

 

 



Last year we also received funding by the Hamilton SGAP to undertake a study into pre-dispersal 

granivory to try and quantify how much seed is being removed by cockatoos and difference in 

germination rates between seed from removed fruit and seed from fruit that remained on the tree. 

We’ve collected field data and seed and have begun statistical analysis and will begin germination tests 

soon. The data so far suggests that some sites are experiencing very high removal with Caramut having 

100% fruit removal. 

 

AGM 2018  

We will hold our second Annual General Meeting Wednesday 8 August in Hamilton; venue to be 

determined closer to the time. We are aware that many of you will be wondering where your 

membership renewal is; in an effort to get ourselves in sync with the financial year, membership 

renewals will be due in June. 

 

Spring planting & Seed Orchard update 2017 

We started with 2,000 Banksias, Sheoaks and Bursarias to plant, which were all grown from VVP sources. 

The sites were spot sprayed, and although the weather was not helpful, there was plenty of moisture 

whilst planting! Spot spraying can be quite slow in rocky sites, and where there are native plants. The 8 

litre garden sprayer, gum boots and a HiViz vest look incongruous alongside paddocks sprayed with 30 

metre booms.  

The 2,000 trees were planted into seven seed orchard sites. These are mapped and GPS recorded. The 

Lake Bolac, Chinaman’s Swamp, and Glenelg Highway sites near Streatham were largely completed, and 

new orchards were established on: Eurambeen Road, Stoneleigh, Caramut, and Mt Myrtoon on the 

Camperdown-Foxhow Road. These form part of the growing network of seed orchard sites across the 

VVP, adding to the Dunkeld and Hawkesdale sites, planted in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheoaks, Banksias and Bursaria were also distributed to 

several other sites last year, to enhance the genetics 

throughout the VVP. 

The orchards will provide quantities of high quality seed, 

so the trees need to be far enough apart to give good 

quantity seed. They also need to be mixed up to 

maximise genetic diversity – so we take care as we lay 

the plants out on site to see that trees from the same 

source are well apart, and are well mixed up. The 

planted trees are GPS recorded so that we have a 

permanent record of the source population for each 

tree. Then these records need to be duplicated and 

safely stored. We follow the protocols as set by the 

genetics study that has been conducted by Dr Adam 

Miller and years of research into population genetics by 

Dr Linda Broadhurst (CSIRO). 

 
 



Thank you for the great team work in gaining these sites, and helping to plant. The Glenelg Hopkins CMA 

Works Crew managed to plant and guard all the trees at Lake Bolac, in the time that I took to lay them 

out, and then map and GPS them. Mt Myrtoon has over 500 trees planted – thank you to John Tunn and 

Frank Carland from VicRoads, who provided the site, guards and then helped plant – your help and 

support are greatly appreciated. Graham Arkinstall organised his many friends and we had a great team 

to put in all the Banksias. 

Survival of trees planted in 2017 is pleasingly good at this stage, we will replace any dead plants this 

Spring. The weed mats have proved to be well worth using. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seed collection & propagation for 2019 and beyond 

Bursaria has been collected from 30 sources. Perhaps because of favourable conditions last year, 

Banksias produced plenty of cones on many trees. Black Cockatoos did decimate some too early in the 

season, but satisfactory seed looks to be set on some of the cones they discarded, and many of the 

populations did not have all cones harvested by them. 

So we think we have now secured a good stock of representative Banksia seed collected from most of 

the remnant populations. 

We have a good representative collection of seed from remnant Sheoaks across the VVP, and in the last 

year we have located several new populations to add to the breadth of our genetic pool. 

Later this year, we will ask a few growers to propagate plants for 2019, to spread the risk and workload. 

 

What can you do to support FOFW? 

Please help look out for remnant populations of Banksia, Bursaria and Sheoak. We are still finding new 

populations, or individual plants, to add to the pool of diversity available. Late in 2017, landowners took 

me to an ancient Sheoak, which has helped fill a big gap in an area where they had once been 

Planting for 2018 

Currently, we have 4,500 plants for the 2018 

plantings; we have 1,200 Bursaria (28 sources), 

1,500 Banksia (17 sources) and 1,800 Sheoaks 

(22 sources) propagated for 2018 planting. We 

will certainly be grateful for any help planting! 

We have several sites available for large seed 

orchard plantings, both private and public, and 

hope to complete several VicRoads sites this 

Spring. 

 

 
Flowering Bursaria, 2017 



widespread. A bit of clambering and a little skin left in the game, gave 20 cones that hopefully will be 

useful in rebuilding genetics. So please keep your ears and eyes open, and let us know. Our BOGA grant 

has provision for fencing remnants, if landowners are interested. 

The ecological value these keystone species plays is fundamental, both from a landscape character and 

biodiversity ecosystem services role. For our farming community, we have Sheoaks using a different 

pathway for fixing Nitrogen with their Frankia bacterial nodules, we have Banksias that can extract 

Phosphorus (the limiting nutrient on our basalt soils) through specialised roots, and we have Bursaria 

regarded as a key plant for biological control (they feed the parasitic wasps that help control cockchafers 

(pasture scarabs). We haven’t yet tapped the potential these offer – we certainly need to make sure 

they are not lost. 

 

 

We accept any opportunity to talk to local groups about FOFW and our objectives. I have spoken to the 

Hamilton Society for Growing Australian Plants (SGAP) early in 2017, and have been asked to talk to the 

Hamilton Rotary Club late in April – another great opportunity to talk about our wonderful project. 

Following the support gained from talking to the Hamilton SGAP, not only have they invited Simon to 

present on his Masters work in October 2018, but they donated $2,000 to enhance the genetic studies 

into Banksia marginata! I would like to extend our sincere thanks and gratitude to Hamilton SGAP. 

 

 

 

Sinclair, S. 2018. Map showing Banksia distribution across Victorian Volcanic Plains (2018) 



Covering Banksia cones – and sharing with the Black Cockatoos!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuttings 

To my surprise, one of the twelve cuttings from the three Dunkeld trees was successful. They were 

taken In March 2017, and treated with purple Clonex. 

More exciting, however, are the two from the old remnant survivor at Nerrin. I put in a few cuttings, and 

two remained green through autumn and winter 2017. Both lost a few leaves during the wet of spring, 

and I thought they were dying. To my delight, later in spring the remaining leaves darkened (which is 

usually a good indication), and both are now growing well. So, we can move the old tree, or its genetics, 

intact, to seed orchards this year. 

The old tree is the only old remnant survivor left on the volcanic plains between Skipton and Trawalla, 

Dunkeld and Caramut, and the Otways; this is approximately 2 million hectares. 

Fortunately, there are cuttings grown from the old Dreeite tree, which is now dead, so that tree also 

survives as an intact source of genetics. 

While there are seedlings from the old trees at Mooramong, Eurambeen Road, Terinallum South and 

Tiverton, as far as I am aware none were replicated through cuttings. 

Nerrin Nerrin 

John Clarke, from Eastern Maar, told us at a most interesting day organised by Aggie and GHCMA that 

Nerrin was the name for Sheoak, and Nerrin Nerrin meant thus plenty of Sheoaks. 

I know only one old remnant in the Nerrin Nerrin area. I have propagated from the tree each year, so it 

is represented in all orchards. 

However, we must nerrin nerrin Nerrin Nerrin. And what does Vite and Pura represent (as in nearby 

Pura Pura and Vite Vite)? 

For further information about the Friends of the Forgotten Woodlands Inc., please contact: 

Bill Weatherly on 03 5577 2551 or blythvale@bigpond.com  

Aggie Stevenson on 03 5571 2526 or a.stevenson@ghcma.vic.gov.au  

 

When I started covering Banksia cones with plastic mesh (to hold the 

seed and spacer when valves open, so the seed is not lost) I wondered 

whether I might be advertising them to Black Cockatoos. 

All three trees east of Dunkeld that I had been watching closely flowered 

well, and when I checked in November two trees had a lot of cones, 

though the other had set none. Unfortunately, I only covered two on 

each tree. I decided to cover a few more later, but when I returned, the 

Black Cockatoos had taken their harvest. Unfortunately, they don’t follow 

permit conditions – they had taken the lot. Only the 4 cones covered with 

red mesh and black tape remained on the trees. Black Cockatoos don’t 

read the seed collection permit (no more than 10%). 

 

Nerrin Banksia, 2017 
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