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Entry requirements
Photographs must be submitted to  
jess.lill@ccma.vic.gov.au  
by Friday 23 February, 2018.

Photographs must have been taken 
within the Victorian Volcanic Plains 
bioregion. If you wish to look at a 
map of the VVP bioregion visit https://
victorianvolcanicplainscmn.wordpress.
com/about/maps/ 
• Photographs may have been taken at 

any time. 
• Photographs may be taken digitally, 

using film or phone cameras.
• The photographs must be print 

quality. 

All photographs submitted are released 
for Corangamite CMA to use for future 
promotional purposes.

VVP in Colour
The Victorian Volcanic Plains come to 
life in spring and to show how amazing 
the wildflowers, plants and animals are 
on the basalt plains, the Corangamite 
CMA is running a photo competition. 
Everyone is welcome to enter.  
There are three categories: 

• Wildflowers, plants and landscapes
• Fauna
• Photos taken by 12 years  

and younger  

Sign up to the Corangamite CMA 
Facebook and Blog to view the entries 
during the competition. The winning 
photo for each category will receive a 
$50 CSIRO book voucher!! 

Plains 
Facts



2. Boat electrofishing, Browns Waterholes.

Grasslands and Grassy Ecosystems 
            of the Victorian Volcanic Plains

with collective and sympathetic 
aims – referred to as a ‘protected 
area network’. That big is better than 
small and connected is better than 
fragmented, is a well-established 
precept of ecosystem conservation. 
Yet grasslands of the VVP are amongst 
the most depleted and fragmented 
ecosystems in Australia, with only a tiny 
percentage of its pre-European extent 
remaining. The concept of a protected 
area network approach to conservation 
is considered the only solution to the 
issue of providing long-term protection 
to flora and fauna of the VVP.

The contribution of privately-managed 
grasslands to the overall conservation 

Way back in 1992 (25 years ago), the 
Victorian Department of Conservation 
& Environment produced the Draft 
Conservation Program for Native 
Grasslands and Grassy Woodlands in 
Victoria. This document was the first 
attempt by an Australian government to 
develop a comprehensive program for 
the conservation of native grasslands 
and grassy woodlands. In the same 
year, Neville Scarlett authored Field 
guide to Victoria's native grasslands: 
native plants of Victorian lowland plains. 
After more than a century of clearing 
and working the land for increased 
agricultural productivity, a greater 
awareness of the scarcity of grasslands 
and their need for conservation was 
gaining momentum. In 1999, the 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment commissioned James 
Ross, Chief Botanist, to produce a 

confidential report titled, Identification 
of Priority Areas for Protection and 
Establishment of Protected Areas – 
Victorian Volcanic Plain Bioregion. This 
study assessed the current reservation 
status of vegetation types across the 
Victorian Volcanic Plain (VVP) and found 
that most vegetation communities to be 
very poorly or inadequately represented 
in reserves. Consensus was forming 
amongst researchers and practitioners 
of grassland management, that in order 
to adequately address biodiversity 
protection of grassy ecosystems of 
the VVP, what was needed was the 
development of a network of public 
reserves and private land managed 
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of grasslands on the VVP is perhaps 
higher than for any other endangered 
vegetation community in Victoria. The 
greatest area of grasslands and grassy 
ecosystems occur on private land in 
Victoria, and even then, the majority 
have been extensively modified and bear 
the burden of pest plants and animals 
that continually threaten the survival 
of native flora and fauna. The extent 
of native grasslands on public land 
are mostly confined to road reserves, 
rail reserves, cemeteries, and small 
reserves near urbanised areas. However, 
much of this land is under no formal 
reservation that provides a guaranteed 
protection from disturbance or clearing. 
This leaves an enormous responsibility 
on the shoulders of land managers of 
privately-owned grassland patches, but 
fortunately a tremendous amount of 
knowledge of grassland management 
has been gained over the past 25 years 
to assist land managers with their 
efforts to maintain and improve their 
grasslands. A valuable kick-start to 
generating this knowledge arose through 
the Grassy Ecosystem Reference Group 
of the 1990s, culminating in a sharing 

of results from research at a conference 
in 1998 and the production of Down to 
Grass Roots – Management of Grassy 
Ecosystems Conference Proceedings. 
Notably, a short booklet was produced 
by Tim Barlow and Trust for Nature in 
1998 called, Grassy Guidelines – How 
to manage native grasslands and grassy 
woodlands on your property. Although 
there have been many publications, 
including scientific research articles, 
written since Grassy Guidelines, it is 
still referenced often and provides a 
useful and easy-to-understand guide for 
private individuals wishing to protect and 
manage grasslands on their property. 
You can download the booklet from the 
VVP Catchment Management Network 
website here: https://vvpcmn.files.
wordpress.com/2010/02/grassguide.pdf

Since Round 1 in 2004, the VVP Plains 
Tender program has been a stand-
out initiative and significant boost to 
grassland management across the VVP, 
with valuable and tangible benefits to 
grassland conservation. Much of the 
learnings of the past 25 years have 
been put into practice, and in turn, 

additional knowledge has been gained 
from the many experiences of private 
land managers who have worked hard 
to understand the best methodology 
to tackle challenging issues on their 
grassland patches. Prior to the 1990s, 
it was a popular myth that grasslands 
were ‘simple’ ecosystems. The lack 
of trees, logs and a vertical structural 
complexity may have contributed to 
this impression, but researchers and 
practitioners of grasslands know that 
it can be an extremely challenging 
ecosystem, with high vulnerability to 
weed incursion, high seasonal variability, 
biomass management requirements, 
specific management requirements for 
small populations of threatened species, 
and active management to ensure 
maintenance of health. My hat goes 
off to anyone who has declared their 
commitment to protect these rare and 
fragile ecosystems and is working hard 
to ensure the plants and animals that 
depend on grasslands have a future. The 
Plains Tender project delivers abundant 
inspiration for how private grassland 
protection can be achieved.



Trust for Nature is eager to support 
land managers of grasslands and 
grassy ecosystems across the VVP. A 
landowner’s decision and commitment 
to permanently protect their grassland 
through an on-title conservation 
covenant with Trust for Nature is 
often not taken lightly, and nor should 
it be. Entering into a conservation 
covenant, however, strengthens the 
legal protection afforded to our natural 
environment by restricting certain 
activities that would undermine or 
destroy the existing native biodiversity. 
With a management plan developed 
by Trust for Nature, a landowner can 
become increasingly familiar with 
the threats to the grassland and the 
timing of, and responses to, certain 
management actions. Ever working 
towards an improved state of quality, 
management often needs to be 
adaptive, whereby monitoring changes 
in the environment becomes a key to 
successful management.

Across the VVP, more than 75 private 
landholders have entered into in-
perpetuity conservation covenants 

across 2200 hectares. Much of 
this area is of grassland and grassy 
woodland environments, but also 
includes other threatened communities 
of the VVP, including stony rise 
woodland, riparian scrub, wetlands 
and waterways. The survival of our 
most threatened grassland species will 
increasingly depend on the protection 
and management of private grassland 
patches, successful recruitment and 
expanding populations, and the building 
of a protected area network that 
provides connectivity of fragmented 
grassland patches to facilitate gene flow.

Anyone involved in the VVP Plains Tender 
will appreciate the significance of grassy 
ecosystem conservation, but for many 
others, the myth of a native grassland 
being a ‘simple’ and unimportant 
environment is still a held belief. We 
can share our dedication for grassland 
conservation by sharing our enthusiasm 
for, and wonder of, the smallest of 
treasures that call a grassland their 
home and rely on it for their survival.

Chris Lindorff
Trust for Nature 
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    Hunting for  
Bugs and Beetles
There are enormous numbers of 
invertebrates that live in the native 
vegetation of the basalt plains, however 
the majority are not recognised by most 
people because they are either very 
small or hard to find.  

The Corangamite and Glenelg Hopkins 
Catchment Management Authorities 
together with entomologists Dr Paul 
Horne and Jessica Page from IPM 
Technologies Pty Ltd are developing a 
field guide for invertebrates found in the 
Victorian Volcanic Plains (VVP) bioregion.

The guide will focus on the invertebrates 
found in the native vegetation such 
as native grasslands, native pastures, 
grassy woodlands and creek lines 
that are active in spring and autumn. 
Different species are likely to be found 
at other times of the year.

To make this field guide specific to our 
region, Paul and Jessica are collecting 
specimens from native vegetation 
on the VVP. They hope to help give a 
glimpse of the diversity that is present 
in native ecosystems and document 
the species that are found in the form 
of a guidebook. The guidebook will be 
specific for the area where the collection 
takes place and will show the types of 
insects, mites and other invertebrates 
that are all around us but rarely seen.

During October, landholders and 
community members joined Jessica, 

Paul and the Corangamite CMA for 
a Bugs and Beetles Collection Day 
on a private property near Shelford. 
Together they collected and identified 
many invertebrates including ants, 
mites, beetles, spiders, ladybirds, and 
caterpillars that will be included in the 
guidebook. Another collection day is 
planned for autumn 2018 and the field 
guide will be completed by mid-2018. 

Previously, these Corangamite CMA 
events have generated a lot of interest. 
Paul and Jessica did a presentation 
on insects found in the native 
grasslands of the Western Volcanic 
Plains at the Corangamite CMA VVP 
Research and Development Forum at 
Federation University, in Ballarat and 
at a PlainsTender Landholder Forum at 
Inverleigh. These events received a lot 
of interest from landholders, community 
members and natural resource 
managers keen to learn more about 
integrated pest management. 

This project is supported by the 
Corangamite CMA and Glenelg Hopkins 
CMA though funding from the  
Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Program.  



It’s been a long journey for staff and 
volunteers from the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) and the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Victoria (RBGV) to secure an off-site 
conservation population of the Dwarf 
Spider-orchid (Caladenia pumila).

DELWP Regional Manager Environment 
and Natural Resources, Geoff Miller 
said: “It has been eight years since 
just two Dwarf Spider-orchid plants 
were rediscovered near Geelong, 
having not been seen for 83 years and 
thought extinct. Since then, RBGV and 
DELWP have been working together to 
propagate the orchid from the tiniest 
of seeds collected from these two wild 
plants,” Mr Miller said.

“With expert support from RBGV and its 
volunteers, the species appears to be 
on the return, with plants successfully 
grown and the emergence of the very 
first flower bud.”

Dwarf Spider 
orchid  
back from 
the brink



Dwarf Spider 
orchid  
back from 
the brink

Australasian Native Orchid Society 
(ANOS) member Neil Anderton said: “It’s 
been a very slow journey to recover this 
species from its precarious position on 
the edge of having a place in this world 
and being extinct. We have faced many 
challenges along the way including 
inbred seeds as small as a dust particle, 
discovering the right conditions for 
germination to occur and then, being 
able to successfully transfer such a 
delicate seedling into a pot to grow,” Mr 
Anderton said. 

“Getting this species to produce its first 
bud is momentous, but there remains a 
great deal of nervousness in the air.”

RBGV Horticulturalist (Nursery), Chris 
Jenek said: “The journey to recover 
this Dwarf Spider orchid to the point 
where it is self-sustainable has only just 
begun and may take up to ten years. 
The lack of genetic diversity could 

prove detrimental to the population, 
limiting its ability to adapt to changing 
environmental conditions; merely having 
a large population does not negate the 
need for genetic diversity to ensure its 
survival,” Mr Jenek said. 

“By contributing our collective wisdom 
and knowledge, which includes endless 
hours in the laboratory and nursery, we 
may yet be able to yield enough plants 
to boost the wild population and ensure 
its long-term viability.”

DELWP Biodiversity Officer Donna 
McMaster said: “Another way we are 
trying to boost the wild population is to 
search for more wild plants. Each spring 
this activity takes place with all the main 
partners and a group of passionate 
volunteers,” Ms McMaster said.

“This year’s search involved voluntary 
help from the Australian Native 
Orchid Society and the Geelong Field 

Naturalists. Unfortunately, no new Dwarf 
Spider-orchids were found but there 
is still hope that we will stumble upon 
another at some stage in the future, just 
as happened 8 years ago”.

The Dwarf Spider-orchid is listed as 
'Threatened' under the Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee (FFG) Act and is 
listed as ‘Critically Endangered’ under 
the Commonwealth Government’s 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation (EPBC) Act.

This project is supported by 
Corangamite CMA through funding 
from the AustralianGovernment’s 
National Landcare Programme. For 
more information go to:https://www.
rbg.vic.gov.au/science/projects/
orchid-conservation/developing-and-
improvingpropagation



This newsletter is supported by the Corangamite 
CMA, through funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare Programme

In 2015, with funding provided through 
the Australian Governments National 
Landcare Programme, the Corangamite 
CMA began a monitoring program on 
the volcanic plains using remote sensing 
cameras. 

The main intent of the program 
was to increase our knowledge and 
understanding of the wildlife living 
in, using or moving through private 
properties on the volcanic plains and 
then using this information to provide 
greater context for managing these 
properties to conserve and enhance 
biodiversity.

The great advantage of camera traps is 
that they can record very accurate data 
with minimal disturbance to wildlife and 
can replace the use of more invasive 
survey and monitoring techniques such 
as live trapping and release. They can 
provide proof of species presence in 
an area, can reveal what prints and 
scats belong to which species, provide 
evidence for management decisions and 
are a cost effective monitoring tool. 

Of the natives species captured 
through the monitoring program, the 
more numerous species have included 
possums, swamp wallabies and eastern 
grey kangaroos, echidna, native bush 
rats, herons, ibis and wrens. Some of 
the more cryptic species have included 
sugar-gliders, fat-tailed dunnart, 

Corangamite water skink, Latham’s 
snipe and red-kneed dotterel. 

In addition to the natives, many of the 
region’s most prevalent feral species 
have been captured at most sites. Often 
the signs of these species are evident 
without the use of cameras however, 
in some circumstances it can be tricky 
to determine which species is having 
an impact (i.e., deer species) and 
the camera’s are an effective way to 
determine the culprit and management 
action can then be taken accordingly.

Numerous landholders have consented 
to camera monitoring being undertaken 
on their properties and to all of these 
participants, we are very grateful for 
their support and the opportunity to 
monitor. 

If you are interested to find out more 
about the program or potentially get 
involved on your own property, you can 
email or call Robert Bone on (03) 5232 
9100 robert.bone@ccma.vic.gov.au.

Remote 
Camera 
Monitoring


