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Note from the editor 
 
Well what a crazy few months it has been for the GGRP!  
Just to set the scene for this months edition let me 
reflect for a moment on some of the activities that have 
occurred since the last edition of the Grassy 
Groundcover Gazette. 
 
August 
o Sites were scraped in preparation for the 2nd year of 

sowing. 
o Sites were sown using the brand new specially 

designed seed hopper. 
o A drizzle of rain. 
September 
o Grassy Groundcover Technical field days in 

Hamilton and Minyip. 
o No rain. 
October 
o Seed collection starts earlier than first thought 
o Grassland EVC restoration field day at Werribee 

Zoo. 
o No rain. 
November 
o Seed collection continues. 
o Still very little to no rain in the trial areas. 

 

As busy as this time has been and with the little rain that 

has fallen in the west of the state it is truly amazing to 

see that those grasses and forbs are still marching on. 

So too are Jess, Paul and all of our wonderful volunteers, 

seed production nurseries and seed collectors out there 

going gang busters trying to collect seed for next years 

sowing. Keep up the good work and enthusiasm all! 

 

We hope you enjoy this months edition with all our 

regular sections as well as some great contributions 

from our GGRP friends John Arnott and Kerrin Huxley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Again if you are a GGRP volunteer we invite you to 

contribute to the content of the gazette.  If you have a 

story, tip, hint or advice from your experience in the 

grassy groundcover research project we would love to 

hear from you. (Photos and funnies are also welcome)  

Please forward your short (max 200 word) article or tip 

to Rebecca Passlow rpasslow@gavic.org.au and we will 

do our best to include it in the next edition.  

 

 

Stop Press!!!!! 
The Grassy Groundcover 
Research Project Needs 
Your Help! 
 

Due to the extreme season we are currently 

experiencing this year we are severely limited by the 

amount of mechanical seed harvesting we are able to 

undertake.  For many of our sites thanks to the huge 

effort put in last year we have sufficient grass seed in 

reserve.  However, this is not the case for all of our sites 

hence we are relying upon hand harvest of grass seed. 

 

Jess needs help for the Laharum and Hamilton sites.  

Paul needs assistance for most of his sites which 

include Werribee, Corangamite, Bendigo and Chepstowe 

localities 

 

If you would like to assist the effort for one of the above 

sites please contact Jess or Paul. 

 (Contact details are on the back page of the gazette) 
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  Paul’s Piece  

 
Hi all. This update comes at a time when just about 

everyone in regional areas are wondering what in the 

world is going to happen with the lack of rain. I have lost 

track of the number of paddocks I’ve passed over the 

last few months where crops of barley or wheat have 

hardly got out of the ground.  

 

The lack of rainfall is affecting the GGRP as well. It’s fair 

to say that this season’s seed collection will be severely 

restricted due to the climatic conditions. I have been 

driving around many of our collection areas from which 

we’ve got good seed from in the past two years and 

estimate seed availability reduced from between 50% to 

95% across the range of species we’ve collected from in 

the past. This means that our Seed Production facilities 

are even more critical. Sadly, they too have been 

impacted on by the lack of water, and in some cases 

we’ve had to cart it in. I mention this not to put a total 

downer on my piece, but only to highlight how quickly 

things can change in this field 

 

It seems like years ago, but it was only months, that Jess 

and I were celebrating the successful sowing of 7 ha 

across all our sites using our newly developed seeder. 

This was a real high point for me. The machine was 

modified by Burnley engineer Ross Payne and 

Landscape Lecturer Ian Winston. In the field we were 

ably aided by Richard and Lin Morphett. I’d note that Lin 

filled in brilliantly for Richard who has been battling an 

illness and our thoughts are with him for a speedy 

recovery. The use of our seeder is a major break through 

in the area of grassland restoration. Our machine allows 

the sowing of uncleaned seed any number of species at 

one time, prepares a seed bed and rolls the seed in for 

good soil contact.  

 
GGRP seeder in action at David Franklin’s property with 
Lin Morhphet at the wheel and James Schofield monitoring 
seed flow. 
 

In the weeks following the sowing we were lucky enough 

to get some rain and initial monitoring of those areas 

showed excellent germination of the grasses. This is 

consistent with what we found from last years hand 

sowings and I would have expected the forbs to follow 

from now on. Unfortunately the continuing lack of rain 

has put this early success at real risk. Several of our 

sites still have grass seedlings battling on, but I was at 

our Bendigo site yesterday and the lack of rain has had 

a devastating effect with little grass remaining.  

 

A shot of grass germinants on the scraped plot at one of our 
Minyip sites (DIRT properties).  
 

Like everyone I’m keeping my fingers crossed for rain. I 

hope that the sown seed is waiting patiently in the 

ground for this to occur and will respond in a similar 

fashion to our first year sowings.  

 

In parting I’d ask all our GGRP people to keep your 

spirits up. I know it’s hard at times when you look at all 

your hard work browning-off before your eyes, but we’ve 

got to try and keep things on track for our final year. This 
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will mean securing what seed we can from our SPAs and 

the field and making sure ongoing site preparation 

activities are undertaken.  

 

Once again I’d like to thank everyone for their 

commitment to the project. We’ve had to push on 

through a very difficult time, but remember this is a very 

important research project that is providing valuable 

insights into grassland restoration. I’d like to finish by 

thanking Bec Passlow for her fantastic assistance in 

running our GGRP field days. They were well attended 

and a great deal of fun. 

Regards 

Paul 

Grassy Groundcover 
Techical Field days 
 

Grass goes grouse in the 
Wimmera  
 
At the crack of dawn one dark Thursday morning in 

September Paul and I hit the road and made our way to 

Hamilton for the first of two Grassy Groundcover 

Technical field days in the Wimmera.  

 

The powers that be put on two cracker days of sunshine 

for the 66-odd interested folk from local government, 

contractor groups, landholders, GGRP volunteers, DSE & 

DPI, friends, family and GAV staff who came to check out 

year one and the brand new sowing for year two of the 

Grassy Groundcover Research Project at Hamilton and 

the following day Minyip. 

 

The two days highlighted all the amazing efforts and 

resources required to pull off the GGRP from the sheer 

effort and manpower of Paul & Jess in coordinating site 

preparation & seed collection, the dedicated volunteers 

and research students cleaning, sorting & mulching 

seed materials, seed viability testing, data collection, 

seed orchard set up and continual learning, seed 

harvesting, modifying the seed hopper, preparing & 

scraping year 2 site and finally seeding year two and 

launching into yet another season of seed collection and 

site preparation. Phew!! What a credit to Paul, Jess and 

their 40+ volunteers! 

Though everyone was blown away with the first year 

results, it was a good opportunity to highlight that the 

research project is only just ramping up and loads more 

monitoring, learning & tweaking techniques may be 

required in the years to come to ensure the successful 

re-establishment of our dwindling grassland ecosystems. 

Best of luck Paul & Jess for year two – I can’t wait to see 

next year’s results! 

Rebecca Passlow 

 

Report from the field   
Jess Gardner 
 
Hello everyone, 

Currently I am in the thick of seed collecting for the 

seven sites in my area which unfortunately for all of us 

has been very early and very quick with small windows of 

opportunity.  It also meant very little rest between the 

mammoth task of sowing all our sites and then the 

realisation that as soon as we finished seed collection 

was already on.  After some justified disheartened and 

unmotivated moments all my GGRP people have rallied 

again and fired up for one last effort.  Thankyou 

everyone and please stay in touch even if it’s just to chat 

about what’s happening in your neck of the woods.   

 

As Paul mentioned, times like these can be very 

disheartening.  The drought impacts upon everyone and 

we are all in the same boat.  Here in the Wimmera all 

people are seriously having to reassess their water use 

for household survival whether you rely upon good rains 

for an income or as your only source of drinking water. 

However, when I consider the timing of our project, as 

difficult and ambitious as it is, I believe that people will 

really sit up and listen to what we are finding in these 

years of all years. 

 

Our first year plots are currently little islands of vigorous 

green in a sea of brown.  The stark contrast to 

surrounding paddocks is quite striking and they speak 

for themselves.  I am also encouraged by the recent 

round of monitoring Paul and I have been undertaking 

where our 2 month old sowings of a quarter hectare at a 

number of sites are showing very similar results to our 

first year’s monitoring.  Perhaps Bendigo may be the 
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exception which is why in a trial of this size we have 13 

sites making significant data analysis possible even with 

the loss of one or two sites. 

 

Looking at this plot from Chatsworth you can really see the 

visual impact the GGRP sites are making in the sea of 

brown landscape surrounding them. 

 

Back to seed collection again and some interesting 

observations.   

 

For Moyston we may be looking at our best year yet with 

nearly all the surrounding area including roadsides and 

public land having been burnt at the beginning of this 

year.  Although we are permitted to collect from state 

reserves we are in the main avoiding these areas as it’s 

their chance to regenerate after the fire and it is not our 

intention to negatively impact these areas through over 

collection.  So hard work, move around, and try not to 

collect from the one area so that we minimise our 

impact on these areas and to also maintain the vigour 

and genetic diversity of the seed collected. 

 

Many species appear to be doing better than previously 

observed demonstrating the resilience and adaptation of 

our local native species to the harsh extremes of our 

climate.  For example Ptilotis macrocephalus (or tall 

green mulla mulla) over the past few years in our 

samples has scored low in our purity and germination 

testing due low percentage of filled seed.  This year, 

although I won’t be testing anything until seed collection 

is over and perhaps a little needed break, most of the 

seed appears to have been filled.  One theory is that 

perhaps our pollinators are being forced to move around 

a lot more too and have less flowers to pollinate 

therefore plants that are flowering are getting pollinated.  

Either way, although there may be less seed around, 

perhaps it is of a higher viability.   

 

Another theory going around is that due to the lack of 

rain, and as our aching backs would tell you, grasses are 

a lot lower to the ground this year therefore the normal 

shading efforts in remnant grassland are a lot less, 

making room for other herb layer that normally would be 

competed out by the grasses. 

 

What I love about this project is that in attempting to 

research certain aspects of grassland establishment and 

seed production we are constantly identifying new areas 

of research to be undertaken.  We are unable to address 

all of these questions, however good record keeping on 

both Paul and my behalf and those of our seed 

collectors and seed production people will aid future 

research and the integrity of this project. 

 

On a positive note, seed collection has been earlier and 

it only looks like getting hotter and drier, perhaps the 

end of collection will be earlier too and we can all enjoy 

a Christmas break with our family and friends.  Warm 

greetings to you and your family for the season and keep 

you’re cool out in the heat. 

 

Jess’s GGRP highlight of the 
month 
 

Eight enthusiastic young people from across America, 

one lovely lady from Melbourne and a very energetic 

Korean man made up the Conservation Volunteers 

Australia crew that assisted me in the Wimmera 

Catchment Authority during November.  Their assistance 

was much appreciated however, I believe I may have 

destroyed the ‘Steve Irwin image’ (may he rest in peace) 

that many Americans have of us Aussies.   

 

At the Moyston Cemetery I explained that the best thing 

to do when you see a snake is to remain calm, don’t 

alarm them and they generally get out of your way.  

Immediately after saying this I saw the largest brown 

snake I’ve ever seen which was speedily spirally around 

in the air to give itself momentum to disappear down a 
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hole in the ground.  I danced across several grave 

stones emitting a rather pathetic yelping noise.  

 

Do as I say, not as a do maybe was the take home 

message.  It is most definitely snake season so be 

careful out there everybody. 

 

Seed Production News 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Displaying GGRP to the Public 
The Geelong Botanic Gardens (GBG) has recently 

developed a display bed of GGRP plants in the 21st 

Century Garden. The main species planted in this display 

are a number of the native grasses including Dichelachne 

crinita, Themeda triandra, Chloris tuncata, Poa 

labillardierii, Austrostipa elegantissima along with a small 

number of grassland forbs including Eryngium ovinum 

and the lily Dianella revoluta. 

 

Resident butterfly checking out the GGRP seed production 

boxes at Geelong Botanic Gardens. 

 

The 21st Century Garden aims to be a public awareness 

and educational resource with a number of key 

interpretative messages. An emphasis is placed on the 

display and interpretation of indigenous plants and 

issues associated with their conservation.  

 

As such the development of the GGRP display is the 

perfect fit. The display has been designed to be a 

functional in ground seed orchard as well as being an 

attractive and interesting addition to the 21st CG 

Collections. 

John Arnott 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Seed collector tips and hints 
The lack of rain has meant that many plants are not 

filling their seed or may have aborted early in the 

process.  Don’t waste your time and energy collecting 

unviable seed.  Spend some time having a look at a 

number of florets and feeling or looking with a hand lens 

to see if there is actually fully formed seed.   

 

Road side ditches or drains do get a little bit more water 

and I have found these little places to be better than on 

the flat. 

 

Recently dried up dams or wetlands or the edges of 

diminishing water reserves are an excellent resource for 

many colonising plants eg. Agrostis, Epilobium, Goodenia, 

Eragrostis, Senecio, Isolepis, Shoenus apogon, Euchiton. 

 

I also discovered the other day that old disused tennis 

courts are quite a resource for native grass seed.  The 

tough buggers are pushing their way through the cracks 

allowing me to mow and catch a clean harvest of 

Eragrostis brownii or love grass! 

 

Tip of the month! 

Don’t waste your precious time cleaning 

down seed! The rougher the better! 

 

The GGRP has been working extremely hard to develop 

practical, cost effective methods of grassland re-

establishment.  We have found through the past 2 years 

that cleaning seed is not practical, cost effective or even 

desirable for the project. 

 

By not cleaning seed I do not mean we want seed with 

weed seed in it, rather I am referring to collecting seed 

on the stem, leaving seed in its pod or sheath, even 

leaves are ok too.   
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Similar to one of our first year plot treatments (using 

sparse bark to create micro-climates for germination) 

surface sowing bits of pod and stem and leaves we 

believe has a similar effect on creating a diversity of 

germination micro climates on the sowing surface.  

Some seeds germinate under a leaf and some out in the 

open.  Let nature decide when that seed is ready to 

come out of its protective covering. 

 

At the beginning of the year we tried out a variety of 

mulching machines and chaff cutters looking at whether 

seed was damaged in this process. Through this it 

appears that there is little to no damage to seed and 

enables material to be cut down to around inch long 

pieces.  When direct seeding we experienced no 

problems at all with this size material flowing through 

our new seeder. 

 

Seed collection is also much more efficient when cutting 

seed heads with a portion of stem.  It is better for the 

plant (not wasting energy on a stork that no longer has 

seed on it) and allows for any not quite ripe seed to 

finish off using the nutrients and water left in the stem. 

 

Thanks for your tips Jess!  If you have a seed collection tip 

or indeed an observation you would like to share please 

send it through to Rebecca Passlow at 

rpasslow@gavic.org.au so we can include it in our next 

edition. 

 

 

Who’s that? 

 
The Grassy Groundcover Gazette would like to introduce 

Kerrin Huxley. What does Kerrin do for the GGRP you 

ask?  Well read on and hear it in her own words…. 

 

GGRP - An account from the 

seed lab at Burnley college… 
Finally I find a quiet moment free from itching dusty 

seeds to sit down and tell you a bit about myself and my 

part in the G.G.R Project. First, my name is Kerrin Huxley 

and I look after the seed production lots at Burnley 

campus. Here we maintain the original trial plots for 

Paul’s thesis. I am also maintaining a trial grass lot 

planted with Danthonia varieties in April/ June 2006. I 

also manage the two seed production lots for the 

Ravenswood and Chepstowe sites. Both lots are now in 

their second year of production. 

 

From the beginning 

In my last year of studies I was skulking around looking 

for some work experience when I stumbled across Dr 

Paul lecturing at Burnley. I was soon madly propagating 

100’s of native forbs and lilies. These were all placed in 

foam boxes lined up alphabetically, irrigated, weeded 

and before we knew it seed was being harvested. This 

was the fun bit!   
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All throughout Victoria, seed began to work its way to the 

Burnley seed storage area. Here it was my job to sort, 

catalogue, sample, clean, weigh, allocate and re-weigh a 

large proportion of this seed (Jess did the rest). These 

seed lots were then bulked up for sowing back into the 

field for 2006. So with the aid of a trusty volunteer from 

Burnley (she didn’t know what she was in for!) we began 

to sift out as many weed varieties as possible. We then 

chafed all the grass lots. That completed, our volunteer 

fled to Tasmania. I started on the daisies and lilies. This 

was the best part of the project, seeing all the seed 

together and ready to sow. I reflect on all the different 

people that worked for this moment. 

 

Enter Paul with the schedules for stage 2. All the plants 

which we managed to propagate in mid 2006 were now 

ready to join their brethren from 2005. So the seed 

production lot has doubled.  We have also added a 

couple of new species to each area. 

 

I am trying to juggle 3 jobs, a partner, and find the time 

to collect seed whenever I can. Luckily one of my other 

jobs is also on campus, so my lunch hour is often spent 

collecting seeds. 

 

As for the seed lots Ravenswood has produced larger 

amounts this year of Arthropodium, Vittedenia, 

Leucocrysum albicans (yellow Variety), and just to 

mention a few. This year we added Spur Vella to this lot 

and it is almost ready to begin harvesting.  

 

As for the purity testing, this year again a volunteer from 

the campus has willing offered her services. This is 

indeed a blessing in disguise, due to the fact that again, 

as always I find myself with too much to do, and not 

enough time in the day. Anyways it has been a long time 

coming but in future I hope to contribute on a more 

regular basis.  

 

Feel free to drop by if you’re in Melbourne. Look around 

the nursery at Burnley and I’m sure someone will direct 

you to Paul’s plots; otherwise I’ll catch you in the field. 

Kerrin Huxley 

 

Want to know more about 
the GGRP?  
 
Contact: 
Paul Gibson-Roy 
Research Project Leader 
9250 6885 
roypg@unimelb.edu.au 
 
Jess Gardner 
Project Ecologist 
5362 2250 
gardnerj@unimelb.edu.au 

 

Would you like to subscribe 
to the Grassy Groundcover 
Gazette? 
 
Please email: 
Rebecca Passlow 
rpasslow@gavic.org.au 

 
 

or for more information 
about Greening Australia: 
 
www.greeningaustralia.org.au 
 

Greening Australia, growing the 
future together with the 
University of Melbourne 


