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Note from the editor 
 

Welcome all!  Firstly I’d like to make a special welcome 

to all the new readers of the Grassy Groundcover 

Gazette. The Gazettes inaugural edition has become an 

overwhelming success over the past 3 months with now 

over 100 people subscribing from far and wide 

throughout the country.  This is a great tribute to the 

fabulous ground-breaking work that is progressing in the 

Grassy Groundcover Research Project (GGRP) so keep 

up the good work! 

 

We hope you enjoy this month’s edition which features 

our usual sections as well as some interesting reads 

from some of our fabulous GGRP volunteers Jen Teirney 

and Neville Oddie. Thanks for your contributions guys! 

 

Again if you are a GGRP volunteer we invite you to 

contribute to the content of the gazette.  If you have a 

story, tips, hints or advice from your experience in the 

grassy groundcover research project we would love to 

hear from you. (Photos and funnies are also welcome) 

Please forward your short (max 200 word) article or tip 

to Rebecca Passlow rpasslow@gavic.org.au and we will 

do our best to include it in the next edition.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  Paul’s Piece  

 
Hi again to all and many thanks to those both within the 

GGRP and those from further a field who are interested 

in grassland restoration for your support of our 

newsletter. I have presented information on the GGRP at 

a number of forums recently and I am always 

encouraged by the level of interest shown in our project 

by those attending. I continue to remain hopeful that our 

efforts in the GGRP will go some way to offering another 

suite of options to aid the restoration community in 

efforts to conserve and enhance threatened vegetation 

communities. 

 

I mentioned in our last newsletter we are gearing up for 

our second sowing at each field site. This recent period 

has been a whirl wind of activity for all of us in the 

GGRP, whether its our sowing site landholders 

undertaking weed control or watching nervously as 

graders scrape areas of soil from large areas within our 

sites, or our seed people furiously processing and 

characterizing large quantities of seed, or engineers 

back at Burnley frantically trying modify seed hoppers in 

time for sowing, we are ALL pretty busy just now.  

 

A grader pushes topsoil to one side at our Beaac site. This 
is replicating at a much larger scale the eight 2 x 2 m2 
scrape plots prepared at each site in our first year. 
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Just briefly, our sowings will cover approximately 4000 

m2 at each of our 13 sites. This will be divided into two 

treatment areas, one a scraped area and one which has 

had two years of what I would describe as traditional 

weed control. We aim among other things to compare 

weed re-emergence between these two treatments. It is 

my great hope that the exciting results we got at most 

sites from our first season plots can be repeated on 

these larger areas this season. Fingers crossed of 

course, as nothing can be taken for granted. 

 

The scrape preparation completed. Soil to a depth of 100 
mm has been removed over a 20 x 100 m area. We found 
that this topsoil removal prior to sowing significantly 
reduced weed loads in our sown plots. 
 

Another exciting event for the GGRP occurred in late July. 

We had a gathering of all those associated with the 

project at Ararat. This location was chosen because it 

was a reasonably central location for our far flung 

members (remembering the projects covers almost a 

third of Victoria).  

A large number of people associated with the GGRP 
gathered at the Ararat RSL for a project update and general 
get-together. 
 

The day was intended to be an opportunity for us to all 

get together in an informal setting and in many cases 

meet each other face to face for the first time. I took the 

opportunity to give a detailed overview of activities at all 

the sowing sites and seed production sites (fortunately 

there was very little heckling from the audience).  

 

We also had John Delpratt (a colleague and great 

supporter of the GGRP) present some findings from an 

experiment we’ve set up to look at the effects of planting 

densities in our seed production system on harvest 

yields and from Marjorie Hall, a Burnley student, who 

has fantastically volunteered time to help the GGRP. 

Marjorie has been looking species specific protocols for 

preparing seed for chemical viability testing. Finally, Dale 

Tonkinson, a Melbourne university PhD student whose 

study investigating the reestablishment of moss and 

lichen layers is associated with the GGRP presented to 

the group.  

 

Dale ran a quick workshop with the gathering where we 

took the time to look closely at the seed of various 

grassland species that Dale had found within moss and 

lichen layers.  

Group pondering the impacts of soil crusts on successful 
seed germination.  
 

The “talk” part of the day was extremely interesting, with 

all GGRP members participating in discussion and 

adding their thoughts and observations. Following a very 

pleasant lunch we then all drove a “up the road” to our 

closely located Moyston sowing site. This was an 

opportunity to look at one of our sites up close and 

discuss many of the things that were raised during the 

morning. Following that, we all bid our fond fare wells 

and went our separate ways. All in all I think it was a 

most successful day, and helped to build on the already 

fantastic spirit that has progressed throughout the GGRP 

so far in such a relatively short period of time. 
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GGRP participants (Proo, Steve, Ron and Phil) discuss site 
preparation activities at the Moyston sowing site as part of 
our GGRP get-together day. 
 

I would like to again thank all those who made it to 

Ararat, and to all those associated with the GGRP in 

general. Your commitment has been quite extraordinary, 

and has given our on-ground efforts every chance of 

succeeding. I’d also like to thank the Ararat RSL for 

providing a great venue and catering for our get 

together. Finally the biggest “you beauty” goes to Bec 

Passlow from GAV who undertook the organization and 

logistics of the Ararat day. Well done Bec, you’re a 

legend! 

 

Seed Production 

Jen Teirney is a Diploma student at Burnley campus of 

Melbourne Uni. As part of her industry placement 

requirements for this course, and from a general interest 

in restoration, Jen volunteered to help GGRP effort back 

at Burnley. Here we have a SPA growing seed for two of 

our sowing sites (Ravenswood and Chepstowe) and have 

recently established an in-ground grass production area. 

We also process a lot of seed harvested in the field at 

Burnley. Jen has been involved in all these areas as part 

of her placement and we are extremely grateful for all 

her efforts. “Jen’s Great Danthonia Experience” which 

follows is in response to a particularly unpleasant job I 

asked if she’d be willing to have a go at (she crazily said 

yes!). I’ll leave the story telling to her, but I would add 

that it clearly demonstrates some critical issues relating 

to the use seed from wild stand harvests (in this 

instance the contamination of Bandicoot harvested 

native grass seed by Briza) .     

 
 

Jen’s Great Danthonia Experience 
 

By chance I ventured into my placement with Paul on the 

Grassy groundcover project. What started out, as a 

pleasant experience propagating grass seed, pricking 

out and moving on to polystyrene boxes became a little 

grottier and repetitive when I was asked to clean a very 

large contaminated pile of Danthonia sp seed. Wisdom 

is a wonderful thing and often comes with careful 

reflection. I understand grass seed is a rare and 

valuable commodity both economically and ecologically. 

However the six days spent in a poly shed with little 

ventilation sifting through this pile of seed left me with 

many hours to reflect. Things I now know! 

 

1. Never harvest seed so low that you pick up 

large amounts of weed seed. The time and 

effort required to clean it is beyond 

comprehension. Reality is that you need to find 

some gullible student on work experience or 

the like to clean it as no one in their right mind 

would put their hand up to do it for less than 

$45 an hour!!!! 

 

2. Mice like piles of grass seed. It’s a nice place 

to build a nest, warm and cosy and plenty to 

eat. Mummy mouse and her six offspring took 

up residence in the large pile and on more 

than one occasion mummy mouse deserted 

her offspring as I moved layer upon layer of 

chaff to sort. Luckily for the tribe I’m a bit of a 

wuss, so being the long weekend I put together 

a make shift shelter and suggested to mummy 

mouse she relocate her tribe to a more 

appropriate location. Timbuktu was still 

probably to close!!  Yes, come Tuesday they 

were gone! 

 

My next placement is with Forestry Tasmania doing tree 

assessments!!!!!! Only joking. I did enjoy my placement 

and have gained valuable insight into the huge task 

ahead of you all. Good luck and God Bless!!! 

 

Ps- Paul, I would clean that other bale of contaminated 

seed for you at mate’s rates!   

Jen Teirney 
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Jess Gardner and her stacks of seed. With bales of seed like 
this the GGRP would like to thank all of our dedicated 
volunteers who do the often dirty work of sorting and 
cleaning seed. Thanks! 
 

Report from the field 
 

Native Grass Remnants Fire Up at 

Chepstowe 

 

In mid-June, an area of remnant grassland at Chepstowe 

was subjected to an environmental burn. This area is 

immediately adjacent to the site of the GGRP trial site 

and provides an additional layer of interest to the trial 

outcomes. 

 

The timing of the burn was deliberately chosen to allow it 

to be described as “slow and cool”. I understand that 

this replicates the nature of environmental burning 

carried out traditionally by the Aboriginal custodians of 

the area. By doing this, it was hoped that any damage to 

surface moss beds and that damage to other surface 

and sub-surface flora and fauna would be kept to a 

minimum.  

 

The days chosen for the burn were still days following a 

series of frosts. The material to be burnt was dry and 

flammable, but the soil surface and the moss beds were 

quite moist. The burn was entirely under the control of 

two people with one small farm-based fire unit. By back-

burning into the very light breeze, the fire front advanced 

at such a slow pace that any fauna in the area to be 

burnt had ample opportunity to move away. Close 

inspection of the area after the burn showed very few 

casualties. 

Initial observations show that recovery appears to be 

excellent. The heavy biomass load of dead material 

choking the area has been removed. Individual tussocks 

are putting on new growth, but it is too early to see any 

response from annuals. There is plenty of evidence of 

faunal activity – ants, beetles, millipedes, centipedes, 

frogs, lizards, and even whip snakes! There are 

substantial soil scratchings, which could be the result of 

marsupial mice, but this needs confirming. 

 

The intention was to burn a patch as a part of a mosaic 

approach to burning the entire area over a sequence of 

years. These remnants have not been burnt since the 

time of European settlement and have only been able to 

sustain light grazing by sheep for well over 100 years. 

The area was removed from grazing about 15 years ago 

and significant recovery of the remnants occurred as a 

result. Two years ago sheep were reintroduced for a 

short period to reduce the biomass. This had a beneficial 

impact at the time, but it is now intended to permanently 

exclude sheep from the area in favour of an annual 

mosaic burning regime. We will continue to monitor the 

results. 

Neville Oddie 

 

Ed: Thanks Neville for your contribution, we hope to hear 

more updates as you see results from your ecological burn 

and any interesting impacts on your GGRP site.  

 

Neville testing out the brand spanking new seed hopper  

 

 

If you have a story from your experience with GGRP we 

would love to hear from you.  Please forward your short 

article to rpasslow@gavic.org.au 
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Seed collector tips and hints 
 
It’s really important to get seeds from a whole range of 

plants from a given location in the landscape.  This helps 

ensure genetic diversity, rather than taking a lot of 

seeds from one or two plants of a particular species. 

 

Ed: Thanks to Ben Cavuto from Greening Australia ACT 
for your tips.  
 
Ben is currently working on the ‘Seeds for Survival’ 

project, funded by the Australian Government’s Natural 

Heritage Trust and the ACT Government as an initiative 

following the 2003 fires that blackened 165,000 

hectares of land in the ACT  

 

If you have an idea/tip or hint that will contribute to the 
grassy groundcover project please send it through to 
Rebecca Passlow at rpasslow@gavic.org.au 

 

Calendar of events 
September 28 &29 
Grassy Groundcover Technical Field days 
Join Paul in the field to discuss the GGC project, updates 
on results, key learnings and visions for the year to 
come. 

 

HAMILTON 
When:  Thursday September 28, 2006 
Where: DPI Hamilton Centre 
 Mt Napier Rd, Hamilton 
Time:  10am -  3pm 
Cost:  THIS IS A FREE EVENT 
 

MINYIP: 
When:  Friday September 29 2006 
Where: Minyip Memorial Hall 
 52 Main St, Minyip 
Time:  10am -  3pm 
Cost:  THIS IS A FREE EVENT 
 

Want to know more about 
the GGC project?  
 
Contact: 
Paul Gibson-Roy 
Research Project Leader 
9250 6885 
roypg@unimelb.edu.au 
 
Jess Gardner 
Project Ecologist 
5362 2250 
gardnerj@unimelb.edu.au 

 

Would you like to subscribe 
to the Grassy Groundcover 
Gazette? 
 
Please email: 
Rebecca Passlow 
rpasslow@gavic.org.au 

 
 

or for more information 
about Greening Australia: 
 
www.greeningaustralia.org.au 
 

Greening Australia, growing the 
future together with the 
University of Melbourne 


