
Plains Tender Update

As grassland lovers it's the time of year we most look forward to. The
native grasses become green and start to seed, the native herbs flower
with vibrant colours of pinks, yellows and purples. For those with native
grasslands this is the best time of year to rest your pasture to allow the
native plants to set seed and ensure there is plenty of green feed during
the dryer months of summer and into autumn.

Look out for the Common Early Nancy (Wurmbea dioica), Common
Everlasting (Chrysocephalum apiculatum), Chocolate Lilies ( Arthropodium
strictum) and Milkmaids (Burchardia umbellata) that tend to flower early
in the spring.

During Spring we will also be
conducting our site monitoring, staff
will be contacting landholders in the
next 3-4 months to arrange a time to
come out visit your sites. For
landholders in the first round this will
be a follow up to your visit last year
and for new
landholders it will
be an opportunity
for staff to see
your sites and
discuss any issues
or problems you
may have.

Events and
announcements
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INSIDE :

Geelong Show:

Grassland Field Day:

Friends of Grasslands Inc. SW
Victorian Tour:

Wetland Tender:

19-22nd October.

9th November Darlington.

For more information call
PlainsTender on 52329115

20-23rd October

For further information
contact organiser, Karen Wales
on 55620021 or
wales.karen@bigpond.com
or Yvonne Ingeme @ DSE on
55730734

Corangamite region,
Expressions of Interest open
late August. Contact the
Wetlands co-ordinator at the
Corangamite CMA on
52329100.

If you would like to contribute an
article for the next edition of
PlainsFacts, please call
PlainsTender
on 52329115 or 52329117 or
email us at vvp@ccma.vic.gov.au

Welcome to Spring!
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Since 2002, the Ballarat Environment Network Inc. has

been adding to the portfolio of Crown Land Reserves

that it manages. In a unique partnership with the

State Government through the Department of

Sustainability and Environment, the Network now

manages more than 35 Reserves throughout the

Ballarat region for their environmental and public

recreation values.

One of the key management problems for the Network

in looking after these reserves is the control of weeds.

Weeds are a headache for many landowners and there

are a number of species that are very common in the

Ballarat/Corangamite region. One of the most

“popular” is that Scottish import, Gorse, a frequent

occurrence in BEN Biodiversity Reserves - or at least it

was, until now.

In another unique initiative, in 2004 the Network

established BEN Biodiversity Services , a Biodiversity

Crew that carries out a range of land and

environmental management services, whose main task

is to manage the BEN Biodiversity Reserves.

“Over the past couple of years, the Crew has been

successfully working through the Reserves, giving a

high priority to the control of weeds, especially woody

weeds such as Gorse”, BEN Biodiversity Reserves

Project Officer, Tim D'Ombrain said. “The reserves

have usually had a history of problems with weeds, but

what the BBS Crew has discovered is that by

systematically dealing with the weeds, the

environmental degradation and other problems, such

as the creation of fire

hazards, caused by weeds

invading the reserves, can

largely be reversed.”

Mr. D'Ombrain said methods

used by the crew to manage

the weed problem are quite

simple, but very effective.

“We generally use spot

spraying and 'cut and paint'

techniques that target the

weeds where they grow -

which is often in amongst the

native vegetation that we are

seeking to preserve.

Obviously if we were to use

broad-scale spraying

methods, the native

vegetation would be lost as

well as the weeds, making

the situation even worse, as

vigorous woody weeds, like

Gorse, would re-invade the

areas made bare by wholesale spraying”.

Mr. D'Ombrain said, “These targeted techniques may

take a little longer, but they allow nature to work

with the Crew in re-establishing the natural

environments of the reserves. By spot spraying and

cutting and painting the weeds, native vegetation is

given a great chance of re-colonising formerly weed-

infested areas. This approach not only improves the

natural character of the reserves, but also reduces the

need for on-going weed control work. This means

reduced costs to BEN for maintaining the reserves.

Doing less weed control work means the BBS crew has

the opportunity of doing other work around the

reserves, such as erecting name and information signs

a priority project for BEN in the near future and

working with nearby landowners on their weed control

problems and other land management concerns”.

“What the weed control work also means is that the

reserves have become more accessible for the public,

a key objective for BEN in the management of these

excellent environmental assets. Opportunities are

created for the construction of walking trails and

much improved interpretation of the features of the

reserves once the weed infestations have been

removed.”, Mr. D'Ombrain said. “As we get on top of

some of the basic management needs of the reserves,

the Network will be providing more information about

them so that the community can start to use and

appreciate them to a much greater extent than is the

case at present.”

Goodbye to Gorse

Gorse
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The Mount Leura complex is one of the largest maar

and tuff ring volcanoes in Victoria. Featuring a scoria

cone surrounding a 100m-deep dry crater, Mount Leura

is the central and most obvious component of a larger

volcanic complex southeast of the town of

Camperdown known as the Leura Maar.

The Leura Maar is a shallow oval shaped depression

about 2.5 kilometres long, 1.7 kilometres wide and up

to 50 metres deep which originated from a series of

major volcanic explosions, possibly 22,000 years ago.

Some of the eruptive material was thrown high into the

air, but most surged rapidly across the ground surface

as a dense cloud of steam, gas and rock fragments.

Inside the Leura Maar, there are many younger

eruption points marked by craters and mounds of

scoria. Because they are said to be nested inside the

maar, Leura is therefore referred to as a nested maar.

These younger volcanic features include Mount Leura,

Mount Sugarloaf, the deep crater which separates the

two mountains, and several smaller craters and

mounds in the southern part of the maar.

Although not as explosive as the activity, which

produced the maar, the growth of Mount Leura and

Mount Sugarloaf would have provided a grand

spectacle, similar to the present day activity of

volcanoes on the island of Hawaii.

They began as vents on the floor of the maar from

which glowing fountains or explosive bursts of lava

were ejected. Gases escaping from the lava caused it

to break into angular, gravel sized fragments called

scoria, which fell back to the ground and heaped up

around the volcanic vent forming the high, steep

cones. The scoria included large blocks and smooth

surfaced lava bombs that were hurled into the air and

partly cooled before crashing back to the ground to be

buried in the scoria.

Mount Sugarloaf is basically a steep conical

accumulation of scoria rising as a high point on the

same crater rim as Mount Leura. It formed as a result

of lava fountaining from the same point in the crater,

continuously building an ever-increasing pile of scoria.

Scoria volcanoes can achieve height quickly and Mount

Leura could have been built in less that 20 years.

A strong revegetation program has been underway in

recent years, including the reintroduction of flora and

fauna.

Mount Leura has vehicle access and from the Lookout

views of 20 volcanic features can be seen.

Mount Sugarloaf has a walk.

The picturesque town of Camperdown is at the foot of

the Mountain, with a VIC, motels, restaurants, shops

etc.

Camperdown Botanic Gardens designed by William

Guilfoil are nearby and overlook the lakes complex.

Things to do:

Mt Leura Written by Joane McKnight, Volcanoes Discovery Trail Committee

During August the PlainsTender team joined the

Glenelg Hopkins CMA tent for the annual Sheepvention

in Hamilton. This event is held every year at the

Hamilton showgrounds and focuses on everything to do

with Sheep. This includes Ram sales, Sheep dog

competitions, Alpacas, Fashion shows etc.

We had a busy few days talking with landholders about

managing their native vegetation and amusing the kids

with wrist bands and Bandicoot tattoos. We also had an

exploding volcano and a microscope with native

wallaby and kangaroo grass seeds.

There were plenty of information and giveaways for

everyone and we look forward to coming back next

year with even more information for the landholders

from some of the research activities we are currently

undertaking this year.

Sheepvention 2006

Sheepvention
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Laancoorie is a property of 36ha located on the

western edge of the Victorian volcanic plain as it starts

to rise to meet the Dundas Tablelands in Western

Victoria.

Nestled away from the nearby Glenelg Highway, about

15 kms from Hamilton, Laancoorie is perfectly placed

to offer a venue for school and community groups

wishing to increase their understanding of biodiversity

and conservation.

In 2002 this property was purchased to secure its

future as an important remnant of local habitat. A

conservation covenant was placed upon the title, with

the assistance of Sue Mudford, Regional Manager for

Trust for Nature. Laancoorie is a unique property of

high conservation value and is bordered by the

Hamilton to Coleraine Rail Trail which acts as a wildlife

corridor linking it to the Wannon Flora Reserve.

Pauline McCarthy, the co-owner of Laancoorie and co-

ordinator of the Living Classroom Program, welcomes

visits by groups of any age. The property has self

guided walking trails and extensive education kits and

information booklets which were funded under the

Envirofund Program. These enable the visitor to

explore Laancoorie and its rich plant and animal life

whilst encouraging them to increase their observation

and identification skills. No charge is made for these

visits but groups may wish to make a donation.

Groups are catered for with a large bbq shelter and

picnic facilities.

Laancoorie also has a website:

www.laancoorie.com.au All of the printed

information is available in pdf files for downloading.

The website allows the online visitor to explore the

variety of flora and fauna and different habitats at

Laancoorie.

Pauline via email: laancoorie@iprimus.com.au

For more information please contact:

Laancoorie - The Living Classroom

School Visit

Our native grasslands were once highly diverse in

regard to the different plant species present, including

grasses, forbs, orchids, lilies, ferns, sedges and rushes.

Many of the grassy remnants that remain today are still

diverse ecosystems with high plant species richness

and should be managed to retain and promote a

diverse number of species. Even those areas that are

currently less diverse should be managed to encourage

greater plant diversity.

Different plant species vary in their habitat

requirements, ie. different species require differing

amounts of physical space, light, moisture and

nutrients to establish, grow and regenerate. Gaps

between the tussock grasses are important for many

inter-tussock forbs species such as orchids, lilies and

daisies as they provide space, light and other niche

requirements to allow such plants to establish and

grow.

Management regimes should not allow grass species

like Kangaroo Grass (Themeda triandra) to become so

dominant that they smother existing plant species and

fill gaps in the sward that would otherwise be home to

native inter-tussock forb species. Such a dense and

continuous sward, as illustrated in the photo,

discourages the establishment of native inter-tussock

forbs. Management of our native grasslands requires

some biomass removal to promote a diverse sward

structure and encourage the establishment and

growth of many native forbs and grasses.

Gaps are Good for Grasslands

Overgrown Themeda (Kangaroo Grass) suffocating the smaller forbs
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Native vegetation in the Corangamite region has

undergone major changes since European settlement,

with less than 25% of the region's pre-1750 vegetation

remaining.

From the moist foothill and lowland forests in the

south, to the dry foothill forests to the north and the

grassy woodland and grassland communities in

between, about half of the region's remaining native

vegetation, the 'remnant vegetation', is now restricted

to areas of public land. Most of the remaining

vegetation that occurs on public land is found in areas

unsuitable for agriculture. Due to the clearing for

agriculture on more productive land, many vegetation

communities, such as native grasslands and grassy

woodlands have now been lost or reduced to a fraction

of their pre-1750 extent.

As well as a decline in the extent of native vegetation,

human impact has caused habitat degradation and

reduction in the quality of native vegetation through

processes such as the spread of weeds and pest

animals, loss of hollows or fallen timber and changes

to natural disturbance patterns (i.e. flood, fire and

grazing regimes). Fortunately, the region contains

significant areas of protected native vegetation in

National Parks, State Parks and Reserves as well as in

smaller protected areas such as Flora and Nature

Reserves.

Community consultation with over 500 people in the

region conducted as part of the Corangamite Regional

Catchment Strategy (2003), highlighted that native

vegetation was considered one of the region's highest

valued natural assets and also that it was considered

to be the most threatened. It is difficult, if not

impossible, to attach a monetary value to native

vegetation. An alternative approach is to consider

what the landscape would be like without the

forested hills of the Otways, the windswept heaths

along much of our coastline, or the River Red Gums

along our waterways.

Corangamite Native Vegetation Plan

continued

The flower Eryngium ovinum or Blue Devil as it is more

commonly known as is a spectacular blue plant found

in the Grasslands and Woodlands of the Volcanic Plains.

Blue Devils are easy to identify because of their bright

blue flowers and prickly leaves. Blue Devils can grow

from 15-60 cm in height, they are often one of the

larger grassland species and are therefore easy to

notice. Blue Devils like to grow around moist well

drained soils and rocky areas and like a lot of direct

sunlight. You can find these plants situated in roadsides

with native vegetation and can also make a nice

garden plant for those looking to use native plants in

their garden to save on water consumption and create

a similar look to the local native landscape.

This plant is not to be confused with it's close relative

Eryngium vesiculosum (Prickfoot) which looks similar

but is found in wetter areas.

The same plant can grow for up to ten years, but

research has shown that once it has been eliminated

from an existing grassland area the likelihood of it re-

establishing by direct seeding or planting is very slim.

Therefore its important to protect what remnant

vegetation areas we still have left.

With Spring approaching, there are some areas on the

Volcanic Plains that still have some great remnant

grasslands to see Blue Devils. To gain a real

appreciation of these beautiful plants and vulnerable

ecosystems it is best to see the Grasslands during

their peak flowering time in Spring. Some places that

may be of interest are; Rokewood Cemetery,

Bannockburn Railway reserve, Mortlake Common,

Derrimut Grasslands and Cressy Racecourse. Good

examples of quality

roadsides reserves are

Shelford/Mt Mercer

rd, Chatsworth rd

Derrinalum, Hamilton

highway around

Lismore and Urches rd

Wallinduc.

Blue Devil

Blue Devil

Corangamite Native Vegetation Plan



As well as aesthetic and landscape significance, native

vegetation is a vital component in the sustainability of

our landscapes and a key factor in the functioning of

natural ecosystems. It binds, protects and nourishes

our soils; it filters, purifies and protects our waterways

and wetlands, creates essential habitats for our birds,

insects and other animals, and provides us with much

of the air we breathe. It provides the genetic material

and species diversity that enables evolution to

continue and is the reservoir of species we will need to

recreate the landscape and restore ecological

processes in the future.

The consequences of removing native vegetation have

been well documented. These include the loss of

biodiversity, increased salinity, soil erosion,

deteriorating water quality in our rivers, creeks and

wetlands, and the consequent losses in farm

productivity. Mismanagement of native vegetation,

such as the introduction of environmental weeds, has

also led to examples of detrimental impacts.

Just over 23% of the original native vegetative cover

remains within the region and about half of this is

found on private land or along linear strips such as

roadsides, stream-sides and disused railway lines.

These 'remnants' of vegetation are often the only

remaining representation of a particular vegetation

community and most are now severely degraded. Due

to the linear and fragmented nature of these

remnants, threatening processes from human impact

pose a large and continuing problem. Native vegetation

in the Corangamite region is unique and diverse. Less

than 35% of the remaining native vegetation occurs on

private land, 70% of which is defined as being

threatened.

Native vegetation is a fundamental part of the

landscape. It is an important element in all ecological

processes and it plays a major part in our everyday

lives. The region's native vegetation requires proper

management, at both a regional, local and site-specific

scale to ensure its survival. Only through a committed,

sustainable approach from all stakeholders involved in

native vegetation management, from the management

agency providing strategic and technical advice, to the

private landholder developing site-specific

management actions and implementing on-ground

works, will we achieve an improved integrated

approach to managing the region's native vegetation.

In light of the importance of native vegetation to the

Corangamite region, the Corangamite CMA takes

pleasure in announcing that the Corangamite Native

Vegetation Plan (CNVP) has been regionally endorsed

by the Authority's Board of Management and is now

available on the its website. The CNVP aims to

strategically direct future action in the protection,

enhancement and restoration of the region's native

vegetation. Developed with extensive community

input, the Plan reflects the values that the community

places on native vegetation as a key asset and part of

a long term, sustainable landscape. The Plan has been

guided by the State-wide policy that outlines a

consistent approach to management of native

vegetation as found in 'Victoria's Native Vegetation

Management A Framework for Action'

Chris Pitfield (Regional Biodiversity Coordinator) on

5232 9100.

For those not living in the Corangamite region, your local

Catchment Management Authority will have their own Native

Vegetation Plan, so please contact the Biodiversity

Coordinator if you would like more information on the

direction of vegetation management in your region.

For more information regarding the CNVP please

contact:
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A JOINT INITIATIVE BY:

For further information: T: (03) 5232 9117 E: vvp@ccma.vic.gov.au W: www.ccma.vic.gov.au
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Deadline for PlainsFacts Summer Edition: 4th December 2006

Corangamite Native Vegetation Plan continued

Corangamite Native Vegetation Plan


