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Landowners in the Bannockburn region, 
north-west of Geelong, will be involved 
in a plan to boost habitat for wildlife and 
increase woodland communities on their 
properties.

The Woodland Recovery program in the 
Bannockburn, Teesdale and Inverleigh 
areas follows two pilot programs the 
Corangamite CMA started near Colac, in 
the Stoneyford and Dreeite areas.

The projects have increased the 
awareness and appreciation of 
the region’s more threatened 
woodland communities, resulting 
in more than 120 landowners 
taking ownership of protecting 
these rare native bush patches.

CCMA Woodlands 
Project manager Chris Pitfield 
said success of the project relied 
on landholders getting involved 
and taking an interest in their 
landscape.

“The main aim for this area is to link the 
Bannockburn Bush, Inverleigh Flora and 
Fauna Reserve and the Teesdale Grassy 
Woodland Reserve through community 
planning and on ground works,” he said.

People who would like to know more or 
get involved can call or email Chris on 
5232 9100 or email chris.pitfield@ccma.
vic.gov.au.

PlainsTender Project 
Update
The PlainsTender project has just completed 
it’s 5th round of funding for landholders 
throughout the VVP. Once again we thank 
everyone for their participation. This year 
we received the highest site assessment to 
bidding ratio, this is an encouraging sign that 
those participating in the project are keen 
to see it through until the end. The project 
will continue to seek more funding each year 
to continue their role in assisting land-
holders with the management of their native 
vegetation. 

Another important announcement is the 
current federal EPBC listing of the wetland 
community; 
• Seasonal Herbaceous Wetlands (Fresh-

water) of the Temperate Lowland Plains
More information regarding this listing can 
be found in the next edition of Plainsfacts or 
you can click on the link below. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/
cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicshowcom-
munity.pl?id=97#listing_advice_loop
Further funding and engagement opportuni-
ties for landholders have been included in 
this edition of PlainsFacts.

Chelsey Langley

PlainsTender Project Manager
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Weeds are widely recognised as one 
of the most threatening processes to 
biodiversity and agriculture in the 
world.  In Victoria we currently have over 
1,300 weeds that have naturalised and 
there are over 40,000 new pest plants 
awaiting introduction to Australia.  It has 
been estimated that there are around 7 
new weed introductions per year.  The 
Department of Sustainability, Environ-
ment, Water, Population and Communi-
ties estimates that the cost of weeds 
to Australian agriculture is more than 
$4 billion per year.  So, against this 
onslaught how do you go about preventing 
weeds taking a hold over your property?

What are weeds?

Almost any plant can be a weed, 
including native species such as Coota-
mundra Wattle.  They are basically plants 
which are growing in the wrong place or 
outside their natural range and by doing 
so they cause environmental, economic, 
or community problems.

Weeds are divided in categories based 
on the asset they impact on.  There 
are agricultural weeds which impact on 
production, both quantity and quality of 
produce and so managing these weeds is a 
good business decision. In this situation it 
is important not let the problem become 
too costly.  

There are environmental weeds which 
impact on natural values.  They compete 
with our native species for light, 
nutrients, water, and space and if left 
unchecked can create monocultures 
which reduce the diversity.  

Finally, there are declared weeds which 
are a combination of the other two 
categories but there is a legal responsi-
bility for landholders to control them.  
Weeds are declared under the Catchment 
and Land Protection Act 1994 and divided 
into different categories depending on 
the level of control expected.  There are 
State Prohibited Weeds which either do 
not occur in the state or in extremely 
small numbers.  They are the respon-
sibility of the Victorian government to 
control.  Regionally Prohibited weeds 
must be eradicated from your property, 
Regionally Controlled weeds are where 
the landholder must control the growth 
and spread of the weed, and the final 
category is restricted weeds which cannot 

be traded, bought or transported in 
Victoria.  

Get to know your Enemy
The first principle in managing weeds 
on your property is getting to know your 
enemy.  This involves two elements; 
(1)  by determining what is on your 
property you will be able to identify 
when something new starts to grow and 
get on top of it quickly, and (2) mapping 
your weeds is a useful tool to enable you 
to target weed issues efficiently.   By 
knowing what type of plant it is (annual 
or perennial) and how it propagates itself 
(seed, corms/bulbs, rhizomes, other 
propagules) will help in determining the 
control program required, and when to 
implement it.  Use identification guides 
to help you be able to identify common 
weeds and find where they all occur and 
watch out for new, unknown plants that 
appear on your property, make sure you 
get them identified.

Don’t let them seed
The second principle to weed manage-
ment is – don’t let them seed.   
Preventing the plants from producing 
seed is one of the most important ways 
to minimise the risk of further invasion 
across the property.  This is based on the 
old adage “One year’s seeding equals 
seven years weeding”.  If weeds are 
allowed to seed over a period of time 
the amount of seed in the soil builds up 
creating an ongoing problem.  Stopping 
weeds from setting seeding, by the 
removal of the plant or seed heads, or 
through spray topping, or slashing, allows 
for the management of infestations and 
gives you  time to control the weed 
without letting it get worse.

Weed Spread Prevention
The third principle revolves around 
preventing weed spread on your property.  
Where possible, it is important to prevent 
seed from entering your property which 
can be achieved by quarantining newly 
purchased stock for around 10 days and 
by feeding out fodder in the same area 
or paddock to minimise spreading any 
weeds.  Ensure vehicles, machinery and 
equipment are clean before moving onto 
your land or to a different work area.  In 
most cases you are in control of what 
comes on to your property and also what 
comes off it.  Be aware during times of 

drought that movement of stock and 
fodder can lead to many invasive weeds 
being spread to new areas so it is always 
prudent to take precautions.

Weed Management
The final principle of weed management 
is that once a weed has been identified, 
depending on its extent and its charac-
teristics, a management plan needs to be 
put in place.  Management strategies are 
dependent on the plant’s biology and life 
cycle.  To management annual species’ 
they must be stopped from setting seed 
and some form of competition must fill 
the space where the weed was growing.  

Perennial species need to be tackled 
based on the way they reproduce and 
spread their seed.  Gorse spreads by 
throwing its seeds up to 7 meters from 
the parent plant so in this case, if faced 
with a thick infestation, the best way to 
proceed is to work from the outside edge 
inwards making the entire area of infesta-
tion smaller.   By doing this you reduce 
the risk of it spreading further.  When 
working with Serrated Tussock it is best to 
work from the densest part of the infesta-
tion to the lightest because the denser 
areas produce larger amounts of seed 
and spread faster. So in this case, the 
best form of management is to tackle the 
weed’s thickest areas rather than starting 
around the outer edge.  

There are many different methods of 
weed management ranging from physical 
removal, herbicide use, (including cut 
stump and paint, frilling, wick-wiping, 
spraying topping, drill and fill) as well as 
grazing, slashing, and smothering.  Large 
infestations of weeds can be bulldozed, 
mowed, mulched, ripped up or pushed 
out.  It is important to take careful 
consideration before jumping into this 
form of control, have a look around to 
see what else may be affected by the 
control works, such as native vegetation, 
fauna habitat or cultural heritage sites.  
Removal of seedlings by hand pulling or 
chipping out is another form of physical 
control which is highly successful on small 
infestations of weeds.

As stated above, herbicides can be used 
in a number of different ways.  Important 
guidelines to remember when using 
herbicides are to; follow all the directions 
on the label, have appropriate protective 

Basic principles to help manage weeds on your property
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The Corangamite CMA currently has some 
funding to pilot their Scattered Tree Project. 
This project focuses on the regeneration of 
single paddock trees through implementing 
a number of management practices.

Isolated old paddock trees are some of the 
last remaining remnants of the open grassy 
woodland landscape originally found across 
the Victorian Volcanic Plain (VVP) and 
Otway Plain (OP) bioregions. Some of these 
old trees have been alive for hundreds 
of years providing excellent habitat for a 
number of birds, bats and insects, increased 
genetic diversity, shelter for livestock and 
natural beauty to our landscape.  These 
trees are commonly under intense pressure 
from farming practices such as cropping 
and grazing which allow no opportunity 
for natural regeneration. These trees are 
declining at a rapid rate, due to:
• natural ageing and death 
• dieback, a sickness in trees which progresses 

from the tips of the shoots, along the 
branches, eventually to the trunk 

• low rates of recruitment.
Recent research projects such as the Drivers 
of Land Use Change on the VVP has shown 
that old paddock trees such as the iconic 

Red Gums of the VVP also have many social 
and community benefits. Local landholders 
view these trees as a major historic and 
visual representation of their home.  Many 
of these large old trees are senescing which 
will not only lead to a visual change to the 
landscape but will impact on the biodiver-
sity that depends on them.  

This project will provide assistance to 
private landholders willing to implement 
management changes/actions to encourage 
and enable new growth of eucalypts and 
other indigenous species. These changes/
actions include but are not limited to, 
fencing of remnant trees to exclude stock, 
spraying of exotic pasture species within 
the fenced off area, rabbit control where 
required and supplementary planting of 
complementary indigenous species.   

Any landholders interested in being part of 
the pilot project should contact me on 03 
52249409 or email Chelsey.langley@ccma.
vic.gov.au. 

Scattered Tree Project

Glenelg Hopkins CMA 
There are less than 1% of our native 
grasslands remaining across the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain (VVP).

The VVP is home to endangered native 
grasslands and grassy woodlands which 
support a large number of threatened 
flora and fauna species. The VVP also 
contains some of the best farming land 
in the region. Since European settlement 
less than 1% native grasslands and grassy 
woodlands remain in the VVP bioregion. 

Farmers can contribute to healthy grass-
lands and continue to profit from the 
land.

Native grasses are part of the natural 
landscape and are well adapted to local 
conditions such as soils and climate and 
have a high resistance against diseases. 
By managing native grasslands appropri-
ately they provide the landholder with 
grazing opportunities at key times of the 
year whilst supporting native plants and 
animals. 

Glenelg Hopkins CMA is providing financial 
assistance for farmers with grasslands 
and grassy woodlands on their properties 

through the Native Grassland Program. 
This program aims to help you improve 
the quality of your site and will provide 
you with a management plan and 
incentive payments to help cover costs 
for management actions. Management 
actions can include fencing, alternative 
stock watering, supplementary planting 
and pest plant and animal control.

Call for Expressions of Interest
To register your Expression of Interest or 
if you have any questions regarding the 
Native Grassland Program, please contact 
us on (03) 55712526 or email: ghcma@
ghcma.vic.gov.au. 

You can also find us on Facebook and 
Twitter.

Every farmer likes Native Gra$$lands

gear, make sure your spray equipment is 
calibrated to ensure correct dosage, and 
check local weather conditions to avoid 
off-target damage and because different 
herbicides work better in different 
conditions.  The Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority website 
provides information on registered herbi-
cides through their PUBCRIS database, 
found on the top right hand side of their 
home page http://www.apvma.gov.au/ . 

Grazing to control grassy weeds in native 
pastures can be a useful tool.  The key 
is to take advantage of the differences 
in life cycles between the native and 
exotic grasses. The majority of intro-
duced grasses seed during mid to late 
Spring whereas the natives will generally 
seed in early to mid Summer.  Strategic 
grazing management requires appro-
priate stocking levels and the timing and 
duration of the grazing is vital.  Grass-
lands with a high herb component would 
not be recommended to be grazed in 
spring.  With the value placed on native 
grasslands weed management within 
these systems is a worthwhile and finan-
cially sound investment.

Any form of weed control requires 
long-term persistence by the landholder. 
Timing and appropriate control methods 
along with some form of competitive 
replacement are the key to success in 
weed management. But never forget the 
easiest weeds to control are the ones you 
don’t have.

Weed removal along a creekline

Gorse infesting a native grassland
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Streatham farmer Ewan Read has a soft 
spot for wetlands. He’s not out for praise 
and nor does he expect his neighbouring 
counterparts to immediately come around 
to his way of thinking.

But Mr Read believes his involvement in 
a regional funding program to protect 
native grasses and wetlands on his land 
makes good agricultural sense and he will 
reap the financial rewards in the long run.
Corangamite Catchment Management 
Authority’s PlainsTender is a financial 
incentive program for landholders aimed 
at protecting and enhancing biodiversity 
on Victoria’s volcanic plains.

Mr Read has only just got on board the 
program, which is in its fifth year, but can 
already see it paying financial dividends in 
the future.

He runs 4000 hectares with older brothers 
Myles and Warwick – 75 per cent cropping 
and 25 per cent livestock – and in their 
four-year commitment to the program, 
will help protect a 57-hectare wetland at 
Pura Pura and six hectares of grassland at 
Stoneleigh.

Mr Read said he understood the tradition 
of farmers to disregard wetlands or native 
grassland areas as a waste of productive 
agricultural space. But he said the best 
approach was to value these natural areas 
and work with the government to protect 
them, making some additional income 
from the sites separate to the primary 
farm production.

“Taking on these initiatives from the 
government is an effective way to go and 
can help pay for things like fencing which 
otherwise wouldn’t get done,” Mr Read 
said.“This way I get a little bit on the side 
for preserving the landscape and natural 

habitat, and maintaining it over the 
four-year period of the tender.

“But obviously anything that’s native takes 
a hell of a long time to establish and so 
four years is just the beginning of it. I 
would probably like to apply for Plains-
Tender again because I’d hate to see all 
our hard work lost”.

 Mr Read, who has planted 15,000 trees 
on his property in the past four years, 
said grasslands and wetlands were often 
difficult land classes to farm anyway, 
and trying to turn them into productive 
farming patches was often costly and risky. 

“In fencing the area off, I can now have 
crops on one side and do crash grazing in 
the PlainsTender area, which can help lift 
production,” he said.

With his one-year-old old daughter 
growing up and learning about life on 
the farm, Mr Read said he wanted to 
be able to show her natural pieces 
of landscape.“I’d like to think that 
when Esther grows up that there’s 
still remaining grasslands intact,” he 
said.“Surely those parcels of land will be 
very valuable in the future.”

The Australian Government’s Caring for 
Our Country Program provides the funding 
for the VVP PlainsTender program.

For more information about PlainsTender 
contact Corangamite CMA’s VVP Plains-
Tender co-ordinator Chelsey Langley on 
5224 9409 or chelsey.langley@ccma.vic.
gov.au

Farmer’s Environmental Plan Will Reap 
Financial Return

Groundwater Bore 
Data
The Corangamite Groundwater Bore 
Monitoring and Research Database was 
first constructed in 2003 (Dahlhaus et 
al. 2003). The database combined the 
bores located in the Corangamite region 
from the Victorian Groundwater Manage-
ment System (GMS); the Geological 
Exploration and Development Informa-
tion System (GEDIS); and the Victorian 
Salinity Bore Database - each separately 
managed by a state government agency. 
Since then, dozens of additional bores 
have been added and data of the existing 
bores enhanced from various University 
research and student projects, published 
and unpublished research projects, unpub-
lished consulting reports, farm records, 
and municipal records.

The quality of the bore data varies greatly. 
Bore records may be duplicated, the 
locations may be wrong, data may be 
missing and sometimes data may be wrong. 
For this reason, the emphasis in the data 
collection has been to refer each record to 
its original source and link to the original 
source material where available. Over time 
it is proposed to edit each individual bore 
in the database to verify and clean the 
data where possible. As a general rule, the 
more recent bores drilled by the University 
and their collaborative research partners 
have the most complete and accurate 
data. Landholders can search the database 
to gain information on the number of bores 
in their surrounding area, individual bore 
information such as depth, location, use 
etc. 

To search the Groundwater Monitoring 
Database, please click on the link below;

http://maps.ubspatial.com.au/bores_
map4.php?show_terms=true
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