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Welcome to the Spring 2016 edition of the UHLMG newsletter   
Editor: Una Allender 

Upper Hopkins Land Management Group news 

At our recent AGM Don Rowe announced that he was stepping down from the presidency 
after several years in the position. He said the group would be in good hands with Jack 
Tucker  elected to lead the group. Don also said it was pleasing to see new members on 
the committee. On retiring, Don offered a few observations on his years in Landcare. 

He remembers when the group was first 
started in the early 1990's by a group of farm-
ers from the Tatyoon/Maroona area who were 
concerned about the increasing problem of 
salinity in the area. Driving along the Tatyoon 
Road you can now see the flourishing planta-
tions that were our first projects. Since those 
days the group has completed numerous 
projects over a much greater area. The suc-
cess of the group was driven by the work of 
Peter Forster for many years and by Una 
Allender as Facilitator. 

According to Don, the challenges these days are far more far reaching as climate change 
wasn't on the agenda then. With the lack of leadership from our politicians it is up to indi-
viduals to take action, Don said. The benefits of revegetation projects have been demon-
strated numerous times so all landholders should be implementing their own projects. We 
can't ignore the problem and it is up to us to make an effort to reduce our carbon footprint. 
In conclusion, Don said he would be continuing on the committee and supporting Landcare. 

AGM.  Well known local ecologist Neil Marriott was guest speaker at the recent dinner 
meeting held in Ararat.  Neil is the Site Development Team Leader for WAMA (Wildlife Art 
Museum of Australia) which will be located between Pomonal and Halls Gap. This will be a 
significant project for the region and a world class tourist attraction.  It will showcase the 
work of outstanding wildlife artists and provide many innovative learning experiences.  The 
purpose built museum, designed to blend into the environment, will be located in a botani-
cal garden setting.  Work has already begun on the vermin-proof fence that will surround 
the property, thus allowing the release into the bushland areas of the property of rare en-

dangered Southern Brown Bandicoots (see photo page 8) and Long Nosed Potoroos . 

New committee.  Jack Tucker was elected as the new president, Stephen Reid remains 
vice-president.  Andi Armytage was elected secretary and Celia Tucker continues as treas-
urer.  Additional committee members are Don Rowe, Penny Hartwich, Peta Watson, Craig 
Hinchliffe, Carole Mules, Bruce McKay, Dominique Sparks and Jayne Drum.  

A draft of the group’s new strategic plan was available for comment and for members to 
have input into the main priorities for the group. The committee will now review the priori-
ties and once finalised the plan will guide the group for the next five years.  We are grateful 
to Emily Anderson for her excellent facilitation resulting in such a comprehensive draft plan.  

Please help us to cut costs and reduce our impact on the environment. 
 

Nominate to receive your next newsletter via email rather than on paper. 
Simply send an email with your name and a request to add your details to our distribution list. 

Address your email to:  uallender@bigpond.com       

` 

Diary Dates 
 

Swamp Walk and Talk—Westmere 

1.30pm Sunday October 16th (Page 5) 

Beyond Bolac CAG AGM—Lake Bolac 

Info Centre 10am Tues. October 18th 

PPS Trial site inspection—Stawell area 
Sunday October 23rd (Page 4) 

SWIFFT videoconference  “Learning 
from Indigenous knowledge of Ecology” 

Thursday Oct 27th 9.45 (Page 4) 

Ararat Landcare  - AGM November 7th 

UHLMG Woodland Bird Monitoring—

Sunday November 13th (Page 2) 

Spring on the Victorian Volcanic Plain - 

Camperdown  November 11-14  (P5) 

Upper Hopkins Land Management Group is now on  
Facebook at www.facebook.com/UHLMG 

Upper Hopkins LMG still has some 
1:1 funding available for Gorse  
control work. Contact Una or 
Celia if you are interested. 

The Upper Hopkins Land Management Group is   
grateful to the Glenelg Hopkins CMA and the Victorian 
Government DELWP & DEDJTR for their support of 
group activities and the production of this newsletter. 

mailto:clem.sturmfels@dpi.vic.gov.au
http://www.facebook.com/UHLMG
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Bird notes 
 

 

Upper Hopkins Land Management Group  

Spring 2016 – Woodland Bird Monitoring 

Sunday 13th of November with Neil Marriott as our guest 
lead birder 

Meet at 8.30am—Gum San carpark, Western Hwy. Before 
heading to 3 sites around the Ararat Hills. Carpooling will be 
available. Duration 3 hrs 

Sites include the Ararat Hills Regional Park and woodland 
sites on Burrumbeep Rd and Wills Hill Rd. 

Bring binoculars, field guides, appropriate gear for bush/farm 
walking and the weather on the day. Also bring a friend.  

Binoculars can be provided for those who need a pair 

Morning Tea will be provided 

For further information contact Una Allender 0419 891 920 or 
Dave Nichols 0407 321 747 

Clockwise from above:  

  Sooty Oyster Catchers (Hannah Nichols) 

  Black-winged Stilts (Jack Tucker) 

  Blue-winged parrots (Jack Tucker) 

  Wedge-tailed Eagle’s nest (Jack Tucker) 

  Female Red-capped Plover (Hannah Nichols) 

  Pied Oyster Catchers in flight (Hannah Nichols) 

 
Hannah’s photos from south coast of NSW—September 2016 
Jack’s photos from the Tucker family farm at Maroona 
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By Clem Sturmfels, DEDJTR, Ararat 

Regular inspection, monitoring and maintenance of your gully 
dams will significantly reduce the risk of failure from leaks and 
banks collapsing. Stock damage, soil erosion, siltation and 
excessive vegetation growth all contribute to the gradual 
deterioration of farm dams.  The rapid rise in dam water levels 
following an extended period of drought also adds to the 
pressure on dam banks, spillways and pipelines. 

Gully dams fail on a regular basis across Victoria due to poor 
soils, poor construction, dry soils and a lack of maintenance. 
Regular inspection and monitoring of dams should be part of 
normal farming operations but this is far more critical over the 
next six to twelve months when we will see dams filling after 
an extended dry period. 

Landholders are encouraged to carefully inspect, check and 
monitor their gully dams to pinpoint issues and take remedial 
action. Landholders need to focus mainly on the dam bank 
looking for signs of bank subsidence, cracking or tunnelling. 

Regular inspection should include: 

 Monitoring water levels for signs of leakage; 

 Checking the bank water line for unusual turbulence or 
whirlpools indicating a possible leakage area; 

 Checking the dam bank for signs of cracking, tunnelling or 
settlement; 

 Checking the dam bank and immediately downstream for 
signs of seepage, softness or lush vegetation; 

 Checking the bank to ensure it is stable, firm, free of soil 
erosion, has at least one metre of bank above water level, a 
well-rounded crest and has a good cover of topsoil and 
grass; 

 Ensuring dam banks and adjacent areas are free of woody 
vegetation including trees and shrubs; 

 Checking the spillway is stable, has good capacity and is 
free of debris and excessive vegetation; 

 Checking the inlet area to ensure it is well grassed, stable 
and free of soil erosion; and, 

 Checking for rabbit or stock damage. 

Dam maintenance work involving the removal or destruction of 
native vegetation may require a planning permit, and 
landholders are strongly advised to check with their council 
planning officer before carrying out such work. 

For more information and advice about dams, visit the 
Agriculture Victoria website: http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/

By Dave Nichols, GHCMA 

The newly formed Glenelg Hopkins CMA Drought Employ-
ment Crews have been playing their role in realising the 
Grampians to Pyrenees Project vision.   

The Grampians to Pyrenees (G2P) Biolink is a collaborative 
project that aims to improve the ecological connectivity be-
tween the Grampians and Pyrenees Ranges. It provides habi-
tat through a combination of stepping stones and wildlife corri-
dors enabling ecological function through a network of farm-
land and public reserves. 

The G2P project is working with farmers and land managers to 
undertake native vegetation establishment and improvement 
works that benefit both the farm and the environment, and 
now, the Victorian Government funded Drought Employment 
Crews are assisting farmers with their projects. 

In recent weeks, the crew have been working across the Ara-
rat Rural City Council and Pyrenees Shire Council areas, as-
sisting six landholders in the planting and guarding of 4500 
indigenous plants. Planting works include riparian and wetland 
protection, farmland corridors and linkages to remnant 
patches.  Maroona farmer, Geoff Laidlaw, was appreciative of 
the extra assistance of the Drought Crew. He said “The crew 
were a great help. Given our ongoing work load, the assis-
tance of the crew was necessary to make this project happen. 
Projects like this help us improve the sustainability of the farm-
land at the same time we are working to improve productivity.” 

The Glenelg Hopkins CMA Drought Employment Crews will 
continue to assist with private landholder revegetation projects 
in the Upper Hopkins catchment while conditions in the area 
remain conducive to planting.   

**The work crews are also able to assist local landholders 
clean up flood damaged fences.  Local landholders inter-
ested in this offer can contact the CMA on 5571 2526. 

Maintaining your farm dam GHCMA  Drought (Flood)  Crew  &  G2P  Biolink 

Eurambeen Wetland by Tania Parker, GHCMA 

Sarah Beaumont and Ian Glover obtained a Grampians to 
Pyrenees (G2P) project grant. While working in conjunction 
with neighbour Laurie Dean, they were able to protect the 
remnant vegetation on their property, in the middle of which 
was this wonderful redgum wetland. 

At the time of funding, this area was barely a pool of water.  
With the return to a more ‘normal’ winter rainfall, it is pleasing 
to see the change in the area and the regeneration that is 
coming back now that the stock are fully excluded from the 
area. Sarah tells us “It is now completely full and teeming 
with wildlife including some sweet little swamp wallabies.”   

Photo: Sarah Beaumont   

http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/farm-management/managing-dams
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After the seminar session the conference attendees headed 
out of town by bus and after a detour due to flooded roads 
arrived at the Hassad Australia Barton property. Rob Cooper, 
the Barton manager gave an outline of the operation and the 
plans for more large scale lucerne plantings. Persistent rain 
didn’t stop the group inspecting impressive established lu-
cerne stands and Dr Moot gave some practical management 
tips which will be implemented by those present. 

The conference finished with the Annual Dinner at Chalambar 
Golf Club where the guest speaker was Viv Thompson from 
Best’s Wines, who gave an informative and amusing talk on 
the 150 years of their operation. Dinner attendees enjoyed 
Viv’s insights and his modesty during the presentation.  

PPS members had a further opportunity to learn from Dr 
Moot as a lucerne master class was conducted the next 
morning before his return to New Zealand. One member de-
scribed the nearly three hour session as the best farm learn-
ing session he had ever been to. 

The PPS conference was supported by the Grampians Pyre-
nees PCP, Rural Finance, Better Beef, Glenelg-Hopkins and 
Wimmera CMA’s through the National Landcare Programme, 
Hassad Australia, Ararat Farm Supplies and Quality Wool as 
well as receiving industry assistance through MLA and the 
“More beef from pastures” program. The PPS conference 
was also assisted by a grant from the A W Howard Memorial 
Trust. 

PPS President Wayne Burton described this years confer-
ence as maybe the best yet and when combined with the 
great spring outlook, it provided farmers with plenty of infor-
mation to improve productivity and sustainability on their 
farms. He said that it was gratifying for an independent group 
like PPS to be able to attract such high profile speakers and 
thanked the conference sponsors for their continued support. 

PPS is now looking forward to a great spring and will be hold-
ing a trial site inspection day in the Stawell area on Sunday 
October 23rd. 

By Rob Shea, PPS Project Manager 

Even flooding in the region couldn’t stop one hundred and 
twenty people attending the Perennial Pasture Systems (PPS) 
group 8th Annual Conference at Gum San Ararat on Wednes-
day September 14th. While a few PPS members were unable 
to attend and others had minor flood damage, the mood was 
one of optimism for the great spring stock feed growth ahead. 

The conference was titled “Looking at Legumes” and PPS was 
able to attract experts from New Zealand, Western Australia 
as well as those having extensive local knowledge. 

The conference drew many of the regions grazing enterprise 
managers as well as representatives from Agriculture Victoria, 
local government, Catchment Management Authorities and 
agribusiness. As well as regional representation, attendees 
came from as far away as South Australia, Bairnsdale, Bal-
moral, Bendigo and Casterton. 

The conference commenced with President Wayne Burton’s 
report and an update of the current PPS research projects 
which now over cover twenty locations in the region ranging 
from paddock scale pasture comparisons to smaller replicated 
variety trials.  

The first invited speaker, Dr Phil Nichols from W.A., gave a 
comprehensive presentation on new sub clover breeding pro-
grams as well as touching on newer legume varieties. PPS is 
currently field testing one of these, Messina. A picture was 
shown of the Elmhurst trial site completely submerged from 
the previous nights rain, a good test for any plant variety. 

After a hearty smoko, Lisa Warn presented information on a 
low phosphorus legume trial in central Victoria as well as dis-
cussing her analysis of the PPS “Greenfields” pasture project 
at Glenlofty. The local theme continued with PPS members 
Simon Brady and Charlie de Fegely telling the audience of the 
use of legume based systems on their own properties. 

The theme then changed as Andrew Howard from the Grampi-
ans Pyrenees Primary Care Partnership spoke about rural 
health and the alliance between the PCP and PPS in helping 
making farmer health just as important as productive pastures 
and animals. It was then to lunch and several people took 
advantage of health checks provided, another initiative from 
the PPS/PCP relationship. 

An update of Meat & Livestock Australia research priorities 
was provide by regional chair of their SAMRC council Tim 
Leeming before the day’s final speaker Dr Derrick Moot took 
to the podium. Several PPS members had met Derrick during 
the group’s 2015 study tour to New Zealand and were so im-
pressed with his knowledge of lucerne that plans were quickly 
put in place to get him to the 2016 conference to impart his 
wisdom to a wider audience. His presentation met expecta-
tions and everyone learnt many new facts about lucerne in 
productive pasture systems. 

Perennial Pasture Systems Annual Conference 

SWIFFT video-conference  October 27  9.45am  

“Learning from Indigenous knowledge of ecology”  

Note: Ararat venue - DELWP Office, Old Shire Offices, 
Barkly St, Video Conference Room. It is essential for people 
to reply to Felicity Christian 5355 0531 or Una Allender 0419 
891 920 as the venue will only be available if there are pre-

registrations at least two days prior. 

More details and other venues at http://www.swifft.net.au 

Ararat Landcare Group has been active in natural 

resource management in the Ararat urban area.  Currently 
the group is working on a project to enhance McNeill Street 
Reserve, and has been involved in the planting of a native 
garden at AME systems.  Several members are propagating 
locally indigenous plants from seed and cuttings for future 
planting.  The group has also been working to reduce envi-
ronmental damage resulting from the Western Highway du-
plication.  The Ararat Landcare Group’s annual meeting will 
be held on Monday November 7th at St Andrews Church 
Hall Ararat at 7pm with a guest speaker (details tbc).  
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.By Jayne Drum 

Agronomist Hotline now available to Farmers 

Many agronomists in our local area have been making use of 
the 'agronomist hotline'. This provides them with direct ac-
cess to IPM Technologies staff for assistance with any bug 
issues that arise in the paddock. The IPM Technologies staff 
can help with such things as identification, feeding habits, 
having confidence in 'softer' control methods and much more. 

IPM Technologies staff have kindly opened this hotline up to 
any farmers who are members of UHLMG (until end of 
2016). So if you are a member with a bug question and would 
like to contact a member of the IPM Technologies staff di-
rectly please do.    Email: info@ipmtechnologies.com.au    
Mob:  Angelica—0466 112 343, Paul—0419 891 575 or Jes-
sica—0408 308 809.  

Heliothis monitoring started in September 

Heliothis moth traps have been set up to help monitor spring 
flights into our local area. Traps have been set at Campbells 
Bridge and Great Western to monitor northerly flights. This 
may give us some early indication of flights about to enter our 
region. Traps within our immediate area are at Maroona 
School, Tatyoon Shop, Nick & Andi Armytage’s property at 
Willaura and at Hammond Road, Yalla-Y-Poora.  Results of 
the counts will be reported to UHLMG members on a weekly 
basis. 

Seed dressings—planning for the future 

Concern has been raised by some in our IPM group about 
neonicotinoid insecticide seed dressings commonly used in 
our area as antifeed for aphids and RLEM control. This group 
of seed dressings is raising some toxicity concerns and they 
are likely to have their use challenged in the future. Earlier 
this month a few farmers and agronomists caught up with 
Paul and Angelica to float some ideas on how reliance on 
these seed dressings could possibly be reduced. Some op-
tions discussed were other insecticides currently used in hor-
ticulture, as well as greater use of cultural options. Fiprinol 
another insecticide seed dressing commonly used in this area 
to control earwigs also came under much discussion. We will 
keep members informed of any future developments. 

By Anthony Casanova  

0409506533   anthcasanova@outlook.fr 

What a difference a year makes! Following one of the driest 
springs on record in 2015, we now have one of the wettest, with 
more water in swamps than they have had for years. The frogs 
are back, invertebrates and water plants are flourishing, and the 
birds are beginning to nest.  

How is it that swamps can be so resilient, to have changed from 
being bone dry with only some wisps of dead grass in autumn, 
to now being complex functional food webs? Complexity is the 
key word here, and healthy wetlands are complex on multiple 
levels. Complexity is present in individual species that have a 
large range of tolerance and ingenious survival strategies, it is a 
characteristic of the pathways by which nutrients and energy 
are cycled between organisms, and it is found in populations 
that contain a large range of genetic diversity. In short, the resil-
ience of wetlands depends on their having a high degree of 
biodiversity between species and at the genetic level within 
species. 

Difficult environmental conditions and competition are powerful 
evolutionary drivers of biodiversity. Conversely, low biodiversity 
is a characteristic of degraded ecosystems. Indeed, the long 
term viability of natural ecosystems can be measured not so 
much by the presence of indicator species, but rather by 
whether the overall genetic diversity is high enough to allow for 
the natural evolutionary processes to maintain the resilience 
needed to cope with variable environmental conditions. Biodi-
versity is enhanced for wetlands by their connectivity, not 
through water connections, but by the transfer of genetic mate-
rial from one swamp to the next through mechanisms such as 
animal migration or seed or pollen transfer. 

Western Victoria is well known for its changeable weather, so 
who knows when we will have the next wet spring. Grab this 
opportunity to pull on some gumboots and have a walk around 
in a swamp, or better still join us for the Swamp Walk and Talk 

NATIONAL LANDCARE CONFERENCE 

By Una Allender 

The conference was held at the Melbourne Conference Centre 
on September 22 and 23 preceded by field trips on September 
21.   “Take care of the land and the land will take care of you” 
was the message from the Wednesday evening Welcome to 
Country.  This message was reinforced by the opening presen-
tation from Major General Michael Jeffery whose topic was 
“Save the Soil: Save the Planet”.  Climate Change was one of 
four themes for the two days.  Will Steffen of the Climate Coun-
cil gave a very sobering talk which set the scene for a range of 
presentations looking at various aspects of Climate Change, 
impacts and responses.  Look for a full report on this very 
worthwhile conference in the December newsletter.  

The Importance of Wetlands IPM project update 

You are invited to a “Swamp Walk and Talk”  

on Sunday 16th October at 1.30pm  

 “The Pines” Swamp, Casanova Road, Westmere  

(1 km south of Rossbridge/Streatham Rd; 3km north of Glenelg H’way. 

Take extra care on rail crossing) 

Michelle and Anthony will have nets and microscopes avail-
able to collect and look at some of the huge diversity of plants 

and animals that call swamps home.   

BYO gumboots  

BYO thermos & mug—tea, coffee, biscuits provided 

 

Spring on the Victorian Volcanic Plain: Native 

Grasslands, Stony Rises, Lakes and Seasonal Wetlands   

Weekend 11-14 November 2016 

The Victorian Volcanic Plain Biosphere Committee is working 
towards establishing a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve over the 
Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion in Victoria. One of the main 
aims of this weekend tour is to raise the profile and appreciation 
of the critically endangered grasslands and grassy woodlands in 
the region.  We invite you to join us for an interesting natural his-
tory weekend, where we will showcase a number of features 
around the Camperdown area, including visits to Plains Grass-
land sites, stony rises and several significant lakes.  The area we 
will visit is at the centre of the Western District Ramsar Lakes, 
which have fascinating hypersaline ecology. The diversity of habi-
tats on the Victorian Volcanic Plain is substantial and we've de-
signed this event to help you experience the original natural habi-
tats, understand the threats to the region's values and the priority 
actions for conservation.  We've chosen a selection of special 
places that you wouldn't normally visit, including interesting rem-
nants on private land, and we've invited a number of local experts 
to explain the various features to you. $65 all inclusive other than 
accommodation.    

For more information email  vvpbiosphere@gmail.com                        
Registration  http://vvpspring2016.eventbrite.com.au  

http://vvpspring2016.eventbrite.com.au
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Most of the bats recorded are common throughout much of 
Victoria, including farmland. However. Eastern False Pipis-
trelles usually inhabit tall forests and records in River Red 
Gum environments in western Victoria are fairly uncommon, 
so those obtained from Challicum are especially noteworthy. 
Numerous Pipistrelles have been captured on several occa-
sions since 2002. The capture of a single Southern Freetail 
Bat in 2014 was unusual as this was the first and only record 
for Challicum of this common species after many years of bat 
surveys. 

Clearly, the preservation of suitable habitat at Challicum has 
provided ideal conditions for the conservation of a very 
healthy and diverse insectivorous bat population. Other land-
owners should retain old growth trees and dead trees with 
hollows, where safe, to provide habitat for this important 
group of native mammals. 

By Peter Homan, Wildlife Ecologist 

Insectivorous bats make up a large proportion of native mam-
mal populations throughout most of Australia. Across the coun-
try over 60 species have been recorded, with approximately 20 
species known to inhabit various parts of Victoria. Nocturnal 
micro-bats are commonly found in agricultural landscapes 
where they utilize various sites for daytime roosting, including 
hollows in living and dead trees, old sheds, hollow fence posts 
and even piles of bricks. Insectivorous bats play a very impor-
tant role in rural areas where each night they consume huge 
numbers of insect pests providing real benefits to agricultural 
industries. 

“Challicum” is a 1300 hectare sheep grazing property near 
Buangor approximately 170 kms west of the Melbourne CBD. 
The owner, Doug Hopkins, a member of Upper Hopkins Land 
Management Group, runs Merinos and Polwarths for fine wool 
and prime lambs. Much of the property is situated on Victoria’s 
Volcanic Plain, whilst north-west portions extend up into the 
nearby Challicum Hills. 

Since joining the Victorian Government’s Land for Wildlife 
scheme in 1990, Doug has carried out a wide range of conser-
vation measures including extensive revegetation, restoration of 
an important ephemeral wetland and fencing-off native grass-
lands. A key project has been the regeneration of River Red 
Gums and Yellow Box in several large paddocks. The loss of 
old growth paddock trees and a lack of replacement trees is a 
major conservation issue throughout rural landscapes in south-
east Australia. Very early on Doug realised the importance of 
old growth trees with hollows and the wide range of native 
fauna that use hollows of all sizes, including insectivorous bats. 
Consequently numerous dead trees have been left in paddocks 
throughout the property to provide roosting and breeding sites 
for bats. 

A long-term study of the wildlife of Challicum began in 2002 and 
insectivorous bat surveys have been conducted on many occa-
sions. A total of 280 bats of eight species have been captured 
using harp traps which have mostly been set amongst River 
Red Gums along Billy Billy Creek. Species recorded include 
Little Forest Bat Vespadelus vulturnus, Southern Forest Bat 
Vespadelus regulus, Large Forest Bat Vespadelus darlingtoni, 
Lesser Long-eared Bat Nyctophilus geoffroyi, Chocolate Wat-
tled Bat Chalinolobus morio, Gould’s Wattled Bat Chalinolobus 
gouldii, Eastern False Pipistrelle Falsistrellus tasmaniensis and 
Southern Freetail Bat Mormopterus planiceps. A ninth species, 
the White-striped Freetail Bat Tadarida australis, flies high 
above the canopy and is rarely captured in conventional bat 
traps. Fortunately it’s call can be heard by most humans and 
White-striped Freetails have been commonly heard on warm 
nights at Challicum. 

Bats of “Challicum” - a Land for Wildlife property 

Above: Eastern False Pipistrelle 

Below:  Gould’s Wattled Bat 

Below left: Southern Freetail Bat            Photos: Peter Homan 
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By Jileena Cole, Facilitator, Beyond Bolac Catchment 

Action Group (BBCAG) 

Farewell to Bill Sharp 
Bill Sharp has retired from Beyond Bolac Catchment Action 
Group after 10 years of working for the group. Bill will finish 
up at the end of September, with the new facilitator, Jileena 
Cole, starting at the beginning of October. Jileena has been 
working with BBCAG over the last 12 months developing the 
Biodiversity Blueprint and was thrilled to be offered the 
facilitator role.  Jileena can be contacted via email 
beyondbolac@outlook.com or phone 0428 341 869. 

“Fiery Creek: Connecting the Catchment” 
BBCAG in collaboration with the GHCMA premiered a short 
documentary called “Fiery Creek: Connecting the Catchment” 
at the Lake Bolac Memorial Hall on Thursday 8th September. 
This documentary resulted from an idea initially shared by 
BBCAG and Lake Bolac Eel Festival to build on the 
knowledge and experience of the Healing Walks on the Fiery 
Creek.  It tells the story of the Indigenous cultural heritage of 
the catchment and its history since European settlement. The 
documentary was directed and produced by Simon Wilmot 
from Melbourne University with the 
support of a dedicated steering 
committee. Katrina Weatherly, 
Mike Innes and Simon are to be 
congratulated on the excellent 
quality of the interviews and the 
visuals.  It is a story that is relevant 
for all catchments, not just the 
Fiery Creek.  Funding for the 
development of the documentary 
was provided by the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare 
Pr ogr amm e,  t he Regi onal 
Landcare Facilitator and Australian 
Communities Foundation.  
Copies of the documentary are available from BBCAG or the 
GHCMA. Contact Jileena for further information  

The Beyond Bolac Biodiversity Blueprint was officially 
launched on the same day by Beth Mellick from The Norman 
Wettenhall Foundation.  The blueprint provides direction for 
the group for the next 5 years. 

A Catchment Bus Tour was held in late August which 
provided members with an opportunity to see some project 
sites across the catchment and the source of the waters 
which flow down Fiery Creek.  

Beyond Bolac CAG will be holding their AGM on Tuesday 
18th October from 10am at the Lake Bolac Information and 
Business Centre. All welcome. 

 

By Peter Forster 

https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/  is the link to the Royal Botanic 
Gardens latest development, a digital Victorian flora list.   

VICFLORA is a complete and current guide to the wild plants 
of Victoria. With plant profiles, identification tools and richly 
illustrated, the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria provides this 
resource free-of-charge for land managers, scientists, stu-
dents and indeed anyone with an interest in Victorian plants. 

The help section briefly explains some of the ways to explore 
VicFlora.   

Two ‘find’ boxes are provided. Simple searches can be ac-
cessed using the ‘find’ box on the top right of all pages.  By 
entering a search term (species, genus, family etc.) informa-
tion related to that search term will be displayed. The search 
terms are predictive, so options including the partial term en-
tered will be offered (e.g. entering ‘euc’ will generate a pick-
list with Eucalyptus, Euchiton and Eucryphia) from which the 
desired item may be selected.  The other ‘find’ box, which 
allows more tailored queries, is accessed via the Search tab. 

Other options are accessed via tabs at the top of pages eg. 
Search, Browse classification, Keys, Checklist, Glossary. 

“Bioregions and Vegetation” contains a summary of the main 
characteristics of each Victorian Bioregion. 

I found a most useful function was searching for plant lists 
using the checklist by clicking on a gazetted reserve on the 
location map eg Mt Langi Ghiran provides a list of 463 plants. 

I suggest you have a play with the website and get a feel for 
the functions. Using a computer can be really efficient com-
pared with trying to search through a book.  

On the front page you will see a reference to a rare local 
plant.  Olearia asterotricha sub sp. Rotundifolia (photo 
below) described in 2014 is known only from the summit area 
of Mt Langi Ghiran.  Rounded to upright shrub. Leaves broad-
elliptic to broad-obovate. Mauve flowers in December.  Cen-
tral Victorian Uplands (CVU) is the bioregion. Apparently con-
fined to a single population immediately below the summit of 
Mount Langi Ghiran, on south-facing slopes in damp wood-
land, growing amongst large granite boulders.   

Note: Peter provided more details for searching VICFLORA.  
Email me to request these notes at uallender@bigpond.com 

 

Beyond Bolac  Catchment Action Group  
 

VICFLORA  online 

mailto:beyondbolac@outlook.com
https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/
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Spring photo board 

Clockwise from above: Rainbow over a full Greenhill Lake (Una Allender);  
Brushtail possums & Southern Brown Bandicoot (Hannah Nichols);  
Heliothis monitoring trap at Tatyoon—see story page 5 (Jayne Drum);  
Costa—who did an excellent job as Chair of the National Landcare Conference  
The Fiery Creek at Streatham Reserve (Una Allender) 
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Water testing results  

EC levels for livestock water supplies: Value given in brackets for each type of livestock is the EC level at which production decline be-
gins:   Beef cattle (6,200 EC μS/cm), lactating ewes and weaners (6,000 EC μS/cm), dry sheep (9,300 EC μS/cm)), horses (6,200 EC 
μS/cm), Pigs (3,100 EC μS/cm),  poultry 3,100 EC μS/cm).   

.   
Water everywhere—a huge change in just a few weeks.  While some cropping 
paddocks have been waterlogged and there is significant damage to many 
roads, especially in the Willaura area, there is no doubt that this rain has had a 
hugely beneficial impact on the natural environment.  A look at a map will show 
how many wetlands we actually have in the Hopkins and Fiery catchments, 
and for the first time in several years all these wetlands are full, including many 
of the small ephemeral wetlands which may not be readily recognised as wet-
lands in the dry seasons we have become used to.  These wetlands are an 
important feature of our landscape but are critically endangered through drain-
ing, cropping and reduced rainfall as a result of climate change.  See page 5 
for Anthony Casanova’s excellent article on the benefits of our wetlands and 
notice of a “Swamp Walk and Talk” on Oct 16                                            

Stream Road where site accessed EC (µS/cm)  
Sept 2016 

EC (µS/cm)  
June2016 

highest lowest average 

Good Morning 
Bill Creek Buninjon West Road 890 11900 39000 300 11782 

Hopkins River Bridge on Labrador Road 2200 3700 11200 370 6228 

Hopkins River Robertsons Bridge (Langi Logan Rd) 1960 1710 13000 950 4887 

Hopkins River Tatyoon Road (sth Kangaroo Pt Rd) 1620 1170 13800 780 4670 

Hopkins River Burrumbeep Boundary Road 1590 3000 11700 330 5352 

Hopkins River Jacksons Creek Road 1480 4000 12100 340 6238 

Hopkins River Warrak Road (Hopkins River Road) 1660 2500 23280 490 8162 

Hopkins River Wickliffe– Glenelg Highway 1590 10400 19000 1590 11327 

Hopkins River Back Bolac Road 1620 8300 29600 1620 12610 

Hopkins River Delacombe Way (Edgarley Bridge) 1790 6500 17400 1790 10223 

Hopkins River Rossbridge (bridge) 3000 6400 13700 820 8446 

Challicum 
Creek Porters Bridge Road 420 14900 26680 145 11945 

Fiery Creek Porters Bridge Road 620 8200 11930 550 5683 

Fiery Creek Mt William Rd (east Travellers Rest Rd) 620 
Dry at 
bridge 5950 500 2377 

Fiery Creek Gordons Bridge Road 660 7600 17560 530 5499 

Fiery Creek  Runway Swamp Road 1030 12600 14520 860 5238 

Fiery Creek  Streatham Reserve 930 4900 11600 770 4444 

Fiery Creek McCrows Rd/Nerrin Nerrin Estate Rd 1020 11900 13770 780 7892 

Fiery Creek Lake Bolac 1120 12400 22280 850 8554 

Trawalla Creek Back Waterloo Rd, bridge 740 1420 15300 400 2761 

Lake Bolac Fishermens Pontoon 5000 39200 53000 1410 11951 

Mt Emu Creek Trawalla Bridge (park opp. School) 440 900 6400 440 1803 

Mt Emu Creek Lake Goldsmith Road 370 Dry 6400 370 3270 

Mt Emu Creek Streatham-Carngham Road 340 Dry 12200 130 2864 

Mt Emu Creek Mt Emu Settlement Road Bridge 390 6400 11490 390 5445 

Mt Emu Creek Skipton pedestrian bridge 440 6100 7900 440 4023 

Wetland at “Edgarley” Photo: Una Allender 



Disclaimer:    This publication may be of assistance to you but the Upper Hopkins Land Management Group does not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of 
any kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you 
relying on any information in this publication.   

Clem Sturmfels      DEDJTR Ararat   -   5355 0535 Soil conservation, incentives and whole farm planning 

Una Allender  -  0419 891 920    or   5350 4244 
uallender@bigpond.com 

Facilitator  - Upper Hopkins Land Management Group, Ararat Landcare 
Group  

Glenelg Hopkins CMA— 5571 2526 Waterways, Wetlands, Works on Waterways Permits 

Jack Tucker—    0427 547 636 or  5354 6277 
Andrea Armytage— 0402 054 378 
Celia Tucker— 0409 138 581  or  5354 6277 

Chair, Upper Hopkins Land Management Group  
Secretary, Upper Hopkins Land Management Group 
Treasurer, Upper Hopkins Land Management Group  

Deidre Andrews      Ararat Rural City— 5355 0233  Ararat Rural City Council Waste and Sustainability Coordinator  

Debbie Shea— 5352 1357 Glenelg Hopkins CMA Board 

Adam Merrick  — 0458 965 333  Trust for Nature  -  Conservation agreements, grants, biodiversity techni-
cal advice 

  Jileena Cole— 0428 341 869    
   beyondbolac@outlook.com  

Facilitator—Beyond Bolac Catchment Action Group (BBCAG) 

Stream Road where site accessed EC (µS/cm)  
Sept 2016 

EC (µS/cm)  
June 2016 highest lowest average 

Lake Buninjon Maroona - Glenthompson Road 880 19600 104000 880 18542 

Green Hill Lake Western Highway entrance 540 2300 28800 340 7391 

Hopkins River Old Geelong Road 1370 5100 16300 1000 8636 

Hopkins River Dobie Road 1130 3700 15900 160 6135 

Captains Creek Tatyoon North Road 240 750 3500 100 493 

Hopkins River Bald Hill Road ford 1980 8200 31800 3400  
             

116 94                                                                       

Hopkins River Helendoite Road 1900 3000 10800 390 
                     

5948                   

Jacksons Creek Coopers Road 1560 9700  15900                                                                                                                 770 9073 

Tatyoon drainage  Rockies Hill Road 3200 16100 26200 360 15557 

Denicull Creek Denicull Creek Road– south end 3500 dry 10900 890 7198 

Three Mile Creek Warrayatkin Road 1150 3900 22400 600 8162 

Three Mile Creek Warrak Road 1650 3400 13600 390 2707 

Cemetry Creek Warrak Road 790 410 9100 130 915 

Cycling and bike path beside 
the Fiery Creek at Streatham 


