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Welcome to the second edition of the much localised newsletter for people who live and farm on the VVP, within the Glenelg 
Hopkins region. This newsletter is designed to give you a brief run-down of what is happening in your area, provide some useful 

tips for management and inform you of upcoming events. 
In this Spring 2016 edition of Grassland Perspective you will read about:
• General site activities for Spring/Summer
• A reminder about Photopoint monitoring
• Grassland Monitoring on the VVP
• Linear Reserves Project
• What’s so good about native grasses? 

In the first edition of Grassland Perspective, I suggested you maybe go out and do a rain dance, which I’m now thinking you all took very 
seriously… So now, perhaps, we can put a hold on the rain for a while, and look forward to the amazing wildflower displays coming our 
way – not to mention the abundance of food on offer for your stock!
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General site activities for Spring/Summer:
Compared to this time last year, we have 
gone from experiencing a well below 
average rainfall year to a well above 
average rainfall year. So what does this 
mean? Apart from getting bogged and 
having roads cut off? Basically, it means 
we’ll have the opposite of last years’ 
problems – the season will be longer, with 
more flowering, a lot more biomass with 
less gaps for opportunistic weeds (bare 
ground). 
The extra growth means that once again, 
biomass control will be a high priority for 
your site. For the grasslands and grassy 
woodlands out there, this probably won’t 

be until late January/early February, 
depending on just how long the rain keeps 
falling. The same applies to your wetlands, 
so these will need to be closely monitored 
to ensure minimal disturbance when you 
do graze them. 
Annual weeds will be literally exploding at 
the moment, so depending on where your 
site is and where your stock are at, it could 
be good to get a very quick, very heavy 
crash graze in as soon as possible; if you 
are considering this, please call Glenelg 
Hopkins CMA first to discuss if grazing will 
be appropriate, given that some species 
are now flowering.  
More detailed information is provided in 
your site management plan and Grassland 
Management Framework, so please make 
sure you refer to your plan regularly. If your 
site management plan specifically says to 
spray particular weeds, you need to do this 
now, before target species are setting seed.

A reminder about Photopoint monitoring:
Photopoint monitoring is a useful technique 
for recording the effectiveness of on-

ground management actions at a project 
site and is a powerful and low cost tool for 
engaging landholders and communities. It 
is used to document change and is valued 
as a simple way to justify investment in the 
environment.
Please remember to take your two photos 
from the same point as last year – we need 
the ‘spot photo’ and the ‘landscape photo’.
Please call if you can’t remember where 
you took your photos from, however you 
should have received an email with the 
latest photos and GPS coordinates from 
the Biodiversity Projects Coordinator.

Grassland monitoring on the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain:
The extent of native grasslands across the 
VVP has been severely reduced since the 
1900’s and therefore it is essential that land 
managers gain a better understanding of 
how to manage and improve the condition 
of existing grasslands. 

Blue Devil (Eryngium ovinum)

Golden Moth Orchid (Diuris chryseopsis)

River Buttercup (Ranunculus inundatus) 



The Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental 
Research (ARI) has been involved in the 
development and implementation (i.e. data 
collection) of two grassland monitoring 
programs that are currently underway to 
address this important issue. In particular, 
these programs explore the effectiveness 
of land management (e.g. stock grazing, 
herbicides, burning) on maintaining or 
improving native grassland condition within 
the Glenelg Hopkins CMA. 

1. ‘The Grasslands Monitoring Program’
Conservation grazing by livestock is one 
of many tools grassland managers can use 
to prevent declines in native grassland 
condition, while maintaining a productive 
agricultural industry. 
This program focusses on grasslands on 
private land and explores the influence 
of livestock conservation grazing on 
maintaining or improving the condition of 
native grasslands. A monitoring approach 
has been developed and implemented that 
incorporates multiple levels, or tiers, that 
relate to the amount of detail in the data 
collected. 
‘Primary monitoring’ is a rapid approach 
to assessing vegetation and provides 
land managers with immediate, but 
coarse, feedback on their management. 
‘Secondary’ and‘ Tertiary monitoring’ are 
more detailed and include assessments 
of the individual plant species which will 
provide land managers with information on 
the changes that are occurring in response 
to management at a much finer level. The 
Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental 
Research (ARI) will be conducting the third 
of round monitoring across properties in 
spring 2016. 
This monitoring program will provide a 
better understanding of how livestock 
grazing can be used to improve native 
grassland condition across the VVP 
and guide future management of this 
threatened ecosystem. 

A field day will be held at a property north 
of Skipton on Saturday 19th November; 
details will be provided closer to the date.

ARI staff in the field collecting data

A diverse and open native grassland.

 
Sheep grazing in native grassland - the dominant 
stock type in the program.

2. ‘The Linear Grassland Reserves Program’
Long-lived grassy weeds pose a serious threat 
to native grasslands as they can transform 
vegetation structure, and negatively affect 
both native plants and animals. 
This program evaluates the success of 
weed control - via herbicide application and 
burning - in reducing weeds and helping to 
improve the condition of medium to high 
quality public grassland sites (on roadsides 
and rail lines across the VVP). 
This information will help land managers 
better understand how to eradicate weeds 
in VVP grasslands, while improving grassland 
quality. Based on the first two years of 
monitoring, it appears weed control efforts 
have been able to reduce the extent of 
weeds without negatively impacting native 
plants; however, an increase in grassland 
condition is yet to be realised. The third 
year of monitoring will commence in spring 
2016 and it is hoped that improvements in 
grassland condition will be detected.
 

A population of an endangered species of daisy, 
the Hoary Sunray (Leucochryrsum albicans var 
tricolor) found on VVP roadsides

Monitoring a linear grassland reserve. Species 
are assessed at small (1 m2) and large (100 m2) 
scales (plot outlines pictured).

Linear Reserves Project
The Glenelg Hopkins and Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authorities (CMA) 
and the Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) are 
implementing a Linear Grassland Reserves 
project across the VVP Bioregion  - (*refer 
to map right. )
Numerous organisations have been 
identified as having a role in the 
management of linear reserves (i.e. 
roadsides and rail reserves) on the 
VVP, either as reserve ‘managers’ (CFA, 
VicRoads, Local Government Authorities, 
VicTrack, etc.) or reserve ‘users’ (LGA road 
works crews, utilities suppliers etc.)
This project will work with a range of 
stakeholders, including: 13 LGAs, CFA, 
VicRoads, VicTrack, ARTC, Federation 

University, Ballarat Environment Network 
and utility providers. It will conduct strategic 
grassland protection to conserve values 
and enhance and maintain connectivity 
of grasslands and associated threatened 
species on linear reserves. The project will: 
• Use existing datasets such as 

NaturePrint and Actions for Biodiversity 
Conservation to identify key high 
priority areas to focus management 

• Undertake strategic weed management 
and develop and implement 
appropriate burning regimes 

• Support CFA brigades and LGAs to 
protect grassland communities

The activity will enhance and protect the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) listed 
ecological communities (ECs) Natural 
Temperate Grasslands and Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodlands of the VVP as well as a suite of 
EPBC listed flora and fauna species. 
The overall objectives, outcomes and 
activities of this project will be:
• improved quality and connectivity of 

grassland habitats on linear reserves in 
priority areas 

• behavioural change and best practice 
on-going management  

• weed control (ecological, woody and 
WONS weeds) on more than 500 ha 
of linear reserves per year for GHCMA 
and 300 ha for CCMA

• coordinated complimentary ecological 
burns 

• 
• 
• 

• associated monitoring to measure 
change in habitat condition and 
response of associated threatened 
species 

• a series of workshops will be run 
in 2016/2017 with the intention of 
raising awareness and build the skills 
of  weed contractors working on native 
grasslands 

To aid CMA and DELWP staff in prioritising 
sites for priority conservation works, we 
are collating all existing conservation 
significance information on the linear 
grassland reserves in the region. 
This will result in the development of an 
online web portal which shows how all 
linear reserves on the VVP are prioritised 

according to their biodiversity values. The 
portal will be updated as new information 
is collected across the region. 
If you have any questions or suggestions 
about the project, please call:

Aggie Stevenson, Glenelg Hopkins CMA, 
on 5571 2526, 0427 786 243 or email 
a.stevenson@ghcma.vic.gov.au 

Donna Smithyman, Corangamite CMA
on 0407 559 143 or email                                                               
donna.smithyman@ccma.vic.gov.au 

Michelle Ibbett, Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 
5233 5549, 0419 169 566 or email     
michelle.ibbett@delwp.vic.gov.au

What’s so good about native grasses?
Did you know that native grasses provide 
multiple benefits to the everyday pastoral 
situation? Some of these include, but are 
certainly not limited to:
• Native grasses have different growth 

periods throughout the year, thus 
providing year-round nutritious feed,

• Native grasses’ root systems create a 
dense matrix which allows rain to be 
absorbed into the ground easier than 
introduced grass species,

• Native grasses leach impurities from 
rain allowing clean water seepage, and

• Native grasses help control dryland salinity. 
These are only a few of the many benefits 
of native dominated pastures; for more 
information visit the Stipa Native Grasses 
Association Inc. website www.stipa.com.au 

Grass Trigger Plant (Stylidium graminifolium)

Native grassland
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Sweet Hound’s Tongue (Cynoglossum suaveolens) 

Pink Bindweed (Convolvulus erubescens)

Small Vanilla Lily (Arthropodium minus)

Hairy Tails (Ptilotus erubescens) Native Bluebell (Wahlenbergia sp.) Native Geranium (Geranium sp.)


