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The Brolga Recovery Group is a community group consisting of 
farmers, bird enthusiasts and conservationists dedicated to 
conserving Brolgas in southwest Victoria and promoting best 
practice in Brolga habitat management. 
 

President’s report 
By Susan Dennis 

Welcome to our new newsletter!  In our articles this edition 
we hope to inspire landholders who are lucky enough to 
have Brolgas visiting and/or breeding on their farms to 
protect and enhance their habitat areas. We are also 
planning a few upcoming events (as discussed overleaf) 
that Brolga lovers will not want to miss.  

This year, after a few poor breeding years due to lack of 
water, we are looking forward to a long and productive 
breeding season. The last time there was a wet season like 
this ‘our’ Brolgas bred in February as the water levels were 
still OK.  

After a few noisy weeks, the local Brolgas have gone quiet, 
presumably indicating nesting is now taking place. It is 
always a difficult balance to observe the birds at this stage, 
but not disturb them. Once the bird gets off the nest the 
eggs are fair game to raptors and foxes, and eggs that roll 
into the water are effectively suffocated. Please observe 
from a distance. 

Our local paper recently reported on some fascinating 
preliminary DNA results from Nature Glenelg Trust’s 
‘Bolster the Brolga’ project. This research indicates that 
there is interbreeding between the Sarus crane and the 
Brolga in northern Australia, which means that …‘the 
conservation of the south eastern brolga populations might 
become increasingly important in the future for preserving 
pure bloodlines and the genetic purity of the species.’  

Good management of our Brolga population in Victoria will 
become even more important. The Brolga Recovery Group 
aims to assist this process by providing information and 
encouragement to landowners who are stewards of 
important habitat areas or who would like to develop 
habitat areas on their farms. 

If you would like to be added to our email list to receive 
information and updates, please email 
brolgarecovery@gmail.com.  We encourage all Brolga 
lovers and landholders with Brolgas on their farms to join 
the BRG. It costs only $15 per family per year and helps us 
to provide information and events to support good Brolga 
habitat management. Members can also borrow our 
Scoutguard fauna cameras to set up in habitat areas. We 
look forward to your involvement!  

 

Protecting Brolgas nesting in farm 
wetlands 
 
With substantial rainfalls across the southwest this season, 
many wetlands on farms 
have filled. The iconic 
Brolga species has begun 
nesting across many of 
these wetlands – a very 
important activity for the 
survival of the species as 
there are only around 500 
of these beautiful birds left 
in southwest Victoria.  

Photo by Lou Thomas 

With a few simple steps, landholders who have Brolgas 
nesting on their wetlands can greatly assist their protection 
and increase the likelihood of chicks reaching the fledging 
stage.  

Firstly, ensure foxes are controlled around any habitat 
areas, preferably prior to the start of the breeding activity. 
Coordinated fox control with neighbouring farmers will give 
the best results. 

Secondly, control grazing on the wetland so that stock are 
excluded during the nesting season, at least until chicks 
are fledged. Cattle in particular tend to trample nesting 
sites, destroy cover and pug wetlands.  When fencing 
wetlands, use well-spaced plain wire so that young chicks 
can move freely outside the wetland with their parents to 
feed. Ensure that fencing does not transect the wetland 
and that it includes as much of the area surrounding the 
water’s edge as possible (i.e. don’t fence tightly to the 
water’s edge). Aim to construct the fence outside the 
breeding season. Before you start planning your fencing, 
check with your local CMA or landcare network to see if 
there is any funding available to assist.  

Thirdly, Brolgas are very wary birds and easily disturbed, 
so please avoid disturbing them during the nesting season 
and observe with binoculars from a safe distance. 

Finally, you can submit your sightings to the Brolga 
Recovery Group for upload to state and national databases 
so that the information is available to help inform Brolga 
conservation measures for the future. Email  sightings to 
brolgarecovery@gmail.com including an accurate location, 
time and date, numbers of birds, and whether they are 
feeding, nesting, roosting or flocking.  
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Enhancing Brolga habitat 
John and Bev Steele farm near Derrinallum, and most 
years are fortunate to have Brolgas roost, feed and nest at 
their 25-acre wetland. 

‘I like Brolgas’, John 
says. ‘There is 
something about them. 
Their sound and the 
dancing. You usually 
hear them before you 
see them. And there’s 
not as many down south 
here.’ 

Dry conditions have 
meant that the Brolgas 
haven’t nested here over the past two years, but John says 
they nested here every year for at least 15 years before 
then. They are hoping this year’s good rains might see a 
return to nesting activity in the shallower waters of the 
wetland.  

John and Bev sometimes see up to three pairs of Brolgas 
in a day and note that they’ve even seen one pair come in 
and kick another pair off the nest!  

If chicks are hatched, the Brolgas tend to hide them in the 
adjacent tall wheatgrass.  

‘The chicks are quite black when they are first born’, Bev 
says.  

She adds that one of the chicks born at their wetland was 
tagged by Inka Veltheim for her PhD project, and was 
tracked three years later at Penshurst.  

The wetland was purchased nine years ago as part of an 
800-acre farm, and stock have been excluded from the 
wetland area ever since. Before they started, the paddock 
was bare, save for a few rushes. The Steeles constructed a 
wall to retain more water, creating a greater area of 
shallows to suit Brolgas and wading birds. John estimates 
that around 65% of the wetland is of wading depth. A 
spillway lies at each end of the wall to prevent overflows 
damaging the wall or the road below. A few small sections 
of the wetland have also been dug deeper to provide 
permanent water, and a few islands have been created to 
provide nesting areas for other birds. Around 25 bird boxes 
have been installed, some of which have since been 
overtaken by bees. 

They added more native trees to the ones the previous 
owner had already planted on the western side, which have 
grown to create good shade and shelter.  Although there 
are a few trees on the eastern side, the northern and 
southern aspects are open, allowing a clear flight path in 
from several directions.  

The site is now a haven for waterbirds of all types, not just 
Brolgas, with a range of water depths, plant cover and 
habitat present. John says that in the warmer months it is 
not unusual to see a hundred ducks on the wetland.  

He adds that the resident population of swamp wallabies 
help to keep the grass down. 

The site hosts a wide range of frogs, including a population 
of endangered Growling Grass Frogs.  Bev explains that 
frogs can be heard calling loudly at the wetland and 
someone visited a few years ago to make an audio 
recording.  

There are several ‘Sanctuary – No Shooting’ signs up near 
the wetland and John and Bev say these seem to have 
been respected. 

John’s interest in birdwatching came from going on group 
birdwatching trips with his Geelong Grammar headmaster. 
‘It was a lot of fun’, he says. As an adult, his interest has 
been rekindled by having the wetland nearby.  

Aside from their farming and wetland restoration activities, 
the Steeles are heavily involved in local landcare, with 
John Vice President of the Lismore Land Protection Group 
and Bev on the committee.  

When asked what their key tips for other farmers wanting 
to create or enhance habitats for Brolgas, they highlight the 
need for wading-depth shallow water areas and fox control 
as the two most important things.  

‘We’ve just tried to do a bit more here’, John says. ‘But it’s 
not perfect.’ 

Upcoming events 

BRG is organising a few field trips for members and friends 
in the coming months.  We are in the process of planning a 
day trip to Werribee Sewerage Farm – one of Victoria’s top 
birdwatching spots. We also plan to visit a wetland 
restoration project in the southwest region that will benefit 
the local Brolga population.  

If you would like to be sent information about these events 
once they are finalised, please email 
brolgarecovery@gmail.com to be added to our events and 
newsletter list. We look forward to having you come along! 

 

Brolgas at Lake Barnie Bolac, Darlington, in June this year  

 

mailto:brolgarecovery@gmail.com

