
If you have any further questions,  

please contact: 

Aggie Stevenson:  

 5571 2526, 0425 537 443 or email 

a.stevenson@ghcma.vic.gov.au  

Chelsey Langley: 

  5224 9411, 0428 393 909 or email 

chelsey.langley@ccma.vic.gov.au  
 
 
CFA Vegetation Management Officers 
 
West Region 

Districts 15, 16 & 17    5329 5500 

South West Region 

District 4 & 5   5551 1500 

District 6 & 7   5232 1923 

If approval is needed before works may be     
undertaken on linear reserves, who should I 
contact?  
In most cases start with the local environment officer 
at your local Council. They will be able to decide who 
else should be notified. In some cases additional  
permits may be required from the Department of  
Environment, Land, Water and Planning and the CFA.  

 
What happens if we do works on a roadside and 
it hasn’t been approved? 
Native grasslands are protected under State and  
Federal legislation. You may be liable to civil and  
criminal penalties if work is carried out without      
approval of the responsible authority.  
 

Are CFA members exempt from penalties? 
Works undertaken that are not listed on the   

Municipal Fire Prevention Plan and without written 
permission and discussion with a CFA Vegetation 
Management Officer, such as widening a fire break, 
putting in a new firebreak or spraying out a firebreak, 
may incur a penalty.  These penalties apply whether 
the works are done by a CFA member, community 
member, adjoining landholder or contractor.  

 

If you want to discuss additional works that relate to 
fire breaks contact your local CFA Vegetation  

Management Officer who will follow up your request 
with the relevant authorities.  

 

 
 

 

  

What needs to be  

considered when working 
on a linear  a  reserve? 

Frequently asked questions about 
works on roadside  reserves and 

rail reserves on the Victorian  
Volcanic Plains Bioregion 
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What is a native grassland? 
Native grasslands include local indigenous grass      
species as well as sedges, rushes,  mosses, lichens, 
fungi, native lilies, orchids, daisies, peas and other 
plants. Native grassland communities are also home 
to insects, frogs, reptiles, spiders and other fauna. 

 
Why are native grasslands so important?  
Less than 0.1% of the native grasslands that existed at 
the time of European settlement are left in Victoria. 
Natural Temperate Grassland and Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain (VVP) are 
listed as threatened  communities under State and 
Federal Legislation. 

  
What is a linear reserve? 
The term ‘linear reserve’ for this project refers to 
roadside and rail reserves. It is estimated that 12% of 
VVP remnant grassland are found on roadsides. 

  
What can we do to help grasslands?  
 When planning any activity on native grasslands     

discuss the planned works with the land manager 
and obtain  approval before you get started.  

 Obtain all the relevant permits. 
 Minimise your impact!  
 Avoid driving over the grassland, minimise soil dis-

turbance and stay on the fire break or road where 
possible.  

 Use contractors who understand the legislative 
and environmental requirements of their work. 

 
What is meant by the term ‘works’? 
‘Works’ are any activities that will disturb the soil or 
damage native vegetation. On linear reserves this   
includes cultivation, spraying herbicide, trenching, 
grading or widening fire breaks, slashing grass,       
replacing power poles, road works and stockpiling 
materials such as gravel, mulch, fertiliser and fodder.  
Permission to undertake works usually requires      
discussion with the land manager and a permit. 
 
 

I am a contractor and have been employed to 
carry out works on a roadside. What do I need 
to consider? 
Discuss the planned works with the land manager 
and obtain approval before you start. Make sure you 
have the relevant permits and understand your    
responsibilities under the legislation. Ensure all those 
involved in the proposed works understand what is 
required and the importance of the grassland.     
Consider using temporary flagging to restrict works 
to the designated site.  
 
Why should we avoid driving over grasslands? 
Bare areas between the grass and other plants are 
protected by a soil crust. This crust performs a      
valuable role and holds the soil together, recycles 
nutrients and provides a physical barrier to weed 
seeds. Driving over native grasslands damages the 
soil crust and opens the grassland up to invasion by 
weeds. Where possible keep to the fire break.  

 
What is the purpose of the grids of roofing tiles 
we sometimes see in the grassland? 
In some areas grids of tiles are used for monitoring 
threatened reptiles and other fauna. They also     
provide valuable habitat in areas where rocks may 
have been removed. Please avoid driving over these 
tiles. 
 

Why does the use of herbicide cause problems 
in a grassland? 
Inappropriate use of herbicide will damage a       
grassland. There have been issues in the recent past 
with spray drift, widening of firebreaks,                  
incorrect timing of works and no approval to carry 
out the works. Use of herbicide on linear reserves is 
best left to  contractors employed and supervised by 
the land manager. 

It looks like it will be a busy fire season. Are we 
allowed to spray out the grassland to cure it for 
early burning? 
Burning of grasslands in south west Victoria usually 

starts after New Year’s Day, and this is stipulated in 

the Municipal Fire Prevention Plan. In many areas 

this timing will have allowed most plants in the 

grassland to have produced and dropped seed.  

Burning earlier than this requires special permission 

and will need to be discussed with your local Country 

Fire Authority Vegetation Management Officer.  

What other works may damage a grassland and 
should be avoided? 
 Driving on wet soil destroys the soil structure and 

compacts the ground. 
 Cutting off branches and burning them in a pile. 

This leaves a fire scar on the soil, kills the native 
seeds and allows weeds to invade. 

 Mulching plant material directly on site. Leaving 
mulch onsite smothers the existing vegetation 
and adds nutrients as it rots down. This changes 
the composition of the grassland and may allow 
weeds to invade. 

 Storage of spoil, gravel, hay or fertilizer. 
 Poor machinery hygiene - avoid transporting 

weed seed from one site to another. 
 Changing the fertility - avoid drift of fertilizers 

from the adjoining paddock. 
 Tree planting  
 

What needs to be considered if part of a      
grassland is to be slashed to form a firebreak? 
Discuss the planned works with the land manager 
and obtain approval. If permission is granted, make 
sure the machinery is free of weed seeds and the 
cutting height is above 10cm. Timing is critical to  
prevent weeds from seeding and being transported. 


