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Corangamite CMA is running another 
round of the VVP Biodiversity Grants 
(previously VVP  small grants). The 
expression of interest period will open 
late June, followed by a site assessment 
period from July to October. Once again 
landholders and community groups can 
apply for grants of up to $20,000 over 
two years or $10,000 per year.   

Victorian Volcanic 
Plains R&D Forum

Types of projects that are eligible include:

• Protection of remnant 
vegetation (eg: grasslands)

• Protection of remnant 
paddock trees (eg: red gums)

• Wetlands
• Threatened species (eg: 

brolga’s, Corangamite water 
skink)

• Community engagement 
events (eg: field days, 
newsletters, brochures)

Some examples of the types of activities to 
be funded include but are not limited to:

• Fencing
• Weed control
• Pest animal control
• Supplementary planting
• Strategic grazing

Anyone interested in the grants must be 
within the Corangamite CMA region and 
located on the Victorian Volcanic Plain 
bioregion. For further information or to 
register your interest, please contact 
Robert Bone on ph: 0431 554 939 or 
email: Robert.bone@ccma.vic.gov.au 

The Corangamite CMA is again 
hosting the annual VVP R&D Forum 
in Ballarat, with a new collection of 
speakers and topics. The forum will 
be held on Wednesday the 22nd of 
June at the Ballarat Technology Park 
(next to Federation University). Once 
again the forum is a free event open to 
landholders, community members and 
industry staff. We are excited to bring 
the latest in research and development 
across the Victorian Volcanic Plains 
Bioregion, this year’s topics include 
Integrated Pest Management, 
Groundwater, Wetland and Biodiversity 
Mapping and the Eastern Barred 
Bandicoot Recovery Program. For 
more information regarding the day, 
please check the Corangamite CMA 
website: www.ccma.vic.gov.au or  
RSVP to Chelsey Langley at  
Chelsey.langley@ccma.vic.gov.au or 
Donna.smithyman@ccma.vic.gov.au

VVP Small Grants
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recorded at 18 sites within the Western 
District Lakes between Colac and 
Hamilton, listed as vulnerable under the 
EPBC Act. 

As part of State Government funding 
received through the Threatened 
Species Protection Initiative, Greening 
Australia has been undertaking surveys 
to acquire population data to extend and 
increase knowledge on this species, 
to help with future conservation and 
management. Activities have also begun 
to reduce biomass and high threat 

Protecting Threatened Icons        of the  
Volcanic Plainsand Lakes 
Salt-Lake TuSsock-Grass

weeds such as Tall Wheat Grass and 
Phalaris. These weeds outcompete the 
Poa for space and resources causing 
decline in local populations.

An information session is planned 
in June to provide community and 
landholders with identification and 
management tips. For more information 
on the species or to register interest 
in the event please contact, Candice 
Parker, Greening Australia, cparker@
greeningaustralia.org.au

Patches formed by Poa Sallacustris

Poa sallacustris

The Salt-lake Tussock Grass (Poa 
sallacustris) is easy to overlook, it is 
a small perennial, mat-forming grass 
that’s reaches to 30cm in height when 
flowering. During winter the Poa is 
bright green, slowly changing to a straw 
colour through spring, summer to be 
quite distinct from other vegetation 
in its habitat. The Poa is endemic to 
Victoria and seemingly occupies a very 
narrow physical and chemical niche 
around saline lakes, forming horizontal 
to circular mats. The species has been 



Friends  
of the  
Forgotten  
Woodlands

How far have we come in our endeavour 
to establish viable populations of trees 
and shrubs native to the Victorian 
Volcanic Plains? 
In recent years we have paid 
considerable attention to the 
conservation and restoration of 
grassland habitats on the Victorian 
Volcanic Plains (VVP). However, the tree 
and shrub species that provide critical 
ecosystem services across the region 
have been almost totally neglected. A 
number of these species have drifted 
into a perilous state and very few viable 
populations remain. 

To date, this project has focussed on 
mapping known populations of three 
key species: Silver Banksia (Banksia 
marginata), Sheoak (Allocasuarina 
verticillata) and Sweet Bursaria (Bursaria 
spinosa). These species have a wide 
distribution and are technically not 
endangered. However, there is evidence 
that the VVP forms are genetically 
different, adapted to the region, and 
close to extinction.  

It is a matter of great urgency to 
immediately locate and propagate from 
survivors from scattered remnants, 
and establish seed orchards that will 
act as security populations through the 
preservation of local genetic diversity. 
These orchards will provide the seed for 
future revegetation activities aimed at 
establishing long-term viable populations. 

However, to be able to do this effectively, 
we need to understand the genetics 
of the remaining VVP populations and 
individuals so that we propagate from 
the most suitable sources. There is 
evidence that population decline and 
fragmentation has resulted in significant 
reductions in genetic diversity and 
reproductive fitness. It may even prove 

Isolated Banksia marginata (Silver Banksia) south of Nerrin, on the side of  
Mt Hamilton. Suspected only remnant Silver Banksia for approximately 3000km2 

necessary to bring in genetics from 
other genetically superior populations to 
preserve our remnant VVP populations. 
That is why it is so vital to understand 
the genetics of our VVP populations – to 
allow us to rebuild sufficient genetic 
diversity so that the species can survive 
and adapt in a changed and changing 
environment.

Funding has been provided through 
the Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Programme, to undertake a 
genetic study of Banksia marginata in 
the VVP bioregion. Genetic comparisons 
will be made between the VVP form and 
Banksia marginata from other bioregions.

This knowledge will also tell us how 
to arrange planting most effectively. 
When coupled with understanding of 
critical biological and ecological factors 
underpinning population viability we can 
build an effective strategy for rebuilding the 
populations and restoring this important 
part of the original ecology of the VVP.

This is a project with a long-term 
vision. The Friends of the Forgotten 
Woodlands are in the process of 
becoming incorporated, which will allow 

flexibility and a strong community driven 
approach to the project. The project 
has already attracted great support 
from community, science, conservation 
and land management agencies. It will 
rely on a multidisciplinary team, and 
high levels of community engagement 
and land-user involvement. This 
project partners with a much broader 
project called ‘Bringing back the 
Banksias’ which is investigating the 
genetic security of Banksia marginata 
throughout all of south-east Australia. 



In 2015 I started my research at La 
Trobe University under the supervision 
of Drs John Morgan, Susan Hoebee and 
in collaboration with Dr Steve Sinclair 
from the Arthur Rylah Institute. I am 
investigating the causes of recruitment 
limitation/failure in Banksia marginata 
in western Victoria. One aspect involves 
a demographic study to identify if there 

what role competition and disturbance 
has on the germination of Banksia 
seeds. Lastly, while in the field, I have 
seen evidence of a lot of pre-dispersal 
granivory at many sites and I am hoping 
to explicitly examine this next summer 
and autumn. 

For further details you can contact me 
on heyes.s@students.latrobe.edu.au

Field volunteers  
are always welcome!

are recruitment bottlenecks.  So far the 
data indicates that recruitment success 
is mixed, with some sites recruiting well, 
while others do not.

Fig 1:  Histograms showing numbers of 
trees within each size class measured at 
Diameter at Breast Height.

Over the next few months I will be 
setting up experiments near Illabarook 
to see if recruitment is also limited by 
native or exotic herbivores, as well as 

Rod White
Grassy Ecosystems Program Manager,  
Greening Australia, 

Greening Australia with financial support 
from Sunshine Foundation over 3 years 
(www.sunshinefoundation.org.au), have 
embarked on an ambitious project to restore 
over 1000 hectares of grassy ecosystem 
vegetation across the Victorian Volcanic 
Plains over the next 10 years. With the first 
year of the project already behind us a great 
deal has been achieved, including:

• The completion of 4 Conservation 
Action Planning (www.
conservationgateway.org) 
workshops, co-facilitated with Trust 
for nature (www.trustfornature.
org.au), which have culminated 
in the development of a draft 
summary document which outlines 
the priority areas and actions to 
be targeted for restoration and 

improved management of grassy 
ecosystems across the VVP. A 
5th workshop is coming up in 
June to be held in the picturesque 
surrounds of Dunkeld, contact Rod 
White from Greening Australia for 
further details.

• Dramatically increased seed 
production capabilities across the 
VVP, including:

 − Expansion of in-ground 
seed production capacity 
at David Franklins facility in 
Chatsworth

 − Development of a new seed 
production area (SPA) at the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens

 − Assistance to expand and 
improve seed production 
capabilities at Port Phillip 
& Westernport Catchment 

management Networks SPA 
at Werribee.

• Wildflower reintroduction trials 
into degraded native pastures, 
at properties in Inverleigh and 
Freshwater Creek, supported by 
the CCMA.

• Reestablishment of locally rare tree 
and shrub species into an existing 
groundcover restoration project at 
Dundonnell.

The plan for the next 12 months is to 
continue to build upon what has been 
achieved to date and maintain the 
momentum to achieve the overall goal of 
restoring over 1000 hectares of grassy 
ecosystem vegetation across the VVP 
over the next 9 years.

For further information or to get involved 
please contact Rod White on 0447 585 
574 or rwhite@greeningaustralia.org.au. 

An investigation into 
recruitment limitation  
in Silver Banksia,  
Banksia marginata,  
in western Victoria.
By: Simon Heyes (MSc candidate)

Grassy Woodland Restoration  
on the Victorian Volcanic Plains

This newsletter is supported by the Corangamite 
CMA, through funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare Programme


