
                                       Have you seen me? 

             I’m a rakali! 

Hello I am a water-rat but most people call me a rakali.   

You may have seen me scurrying around Lake Wendouree recently. I have  

returned over the last few years as the lake filled with water.  

I am not like the other rodents (rats) that you 

might see here. I am a na�ve and I have a  

special role to play in the lake ecosystem.  

I am the largest na�ve rodent in Australia and so I have a big  

appe�te. I consume a lot of different foods such as: fish,  

yabbies, frogs, mussels, lizards and large insects you might 

find in a lake.  

I am an effec�ve predator equipped with sharp teeth and claws. This means 

that I am excellent at catching my own food so there is no need to leave me 

things to eat from your lunch box. I leave the remains of my food at my  

favourite feeding pla)orms so you may see what I found to eat from the lake.  

O+en there is not much le+.  

So how can you tell if you’ve spo.ed me? 

I have a long body about 50 – 70cm which is dark in 

colour, a dis�nc�ve white �p on my tail and golden 

belly fur which can o+en be seen when I am ea�ng in 

the sunshine. 

Please be my friend by keeping a polite distance if you see 

me and please don’t feed me your human food.  

I’m a water-rat who eats water-rat food.  

I am a protected species so if you see anyone harming me or 

doing  the wrong thing. Please contact DELWP on 136 186.   

Tell your friends how special I am! 

Special thanks to my friends at the Australian Platypus Conservancy for providing informa�on and the photo of my feeding pla)orm on the sand  

and to Carolyn Hall, Geographer, and member of  Ballarat Field Naturalists and Ballarat Camera Club, for the photos of me around going about my 

daily ac�vi�es at Lake Wendouree. Also to Claire Gunner who put my words on paper. 


