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Protecting the Grasslands, Wetlands and 
Grassy Woodlands of the Victorian Volcanic 
Plains
Under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 
Act) – the national environmental law – 
there are three Ecological Communities 
(ECs) that are listed as being critically 
endangered and these are:
• Natural Temperate Grasslands of the 

Victorian Volcanic Plain
• Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands of the 

Victorian Volcanic Plain
• Seasonal Herbaceous Wetlands 

(Freshwater) of the Lowland Plains
Ecological Communities are a group of 

plants, animals and other organisms that 
interact to form a unique habitat� These 
habitats are important to protect because 
there is very little left� Listing under 
the EPBC Act aims to help ensure what 
remains is recovered and protected into 
the future�

This can have consequences for farmers 
who have these communities on their 

property� In many cases, the current 
farming practises can continue as normal 
such as grazing, maintaining existing 
fence lines etc� Problems arise when the 
current land use is changed� For example 
grazing to cropping, tree removal, large 
scale wetland drainage etc� These actions 
and many others require a permit  from 
the Federal Government� Failure to do so 
could result in a significant fine. 

The Corangamite and Glenelg Hopkins 
CMA both have extension officers who can 

assist you in determining 
whether you have one of 
the three listed Ecological 
Communities on your 
property and whether a 
permit may be needed� 
These extension officers 
can give you direction 
and advice�

If you would like some assistance 
please contact Chelsey Langley at 
the Corangamite CMA on 52329100 or 
Chelsey�langley@ccma�vic�gov�au or 
Aggie Stevenson 
at Glenelg Hopkins 
CMA on 55712526 or 
a�stevenson@ghcma�
vic�gov�au� 

Photos of all three Ecological Communities taken on private land�



32 2 2

Rediscovering the Country 
 “I don’t think that there is enough money in the world to 
fix the environmental challenges that we face unless the 
people who live in the spaces on the planet are mobilised and 
engaged.  We cannot do it without their help because they 
live in each catchment, in each river valley, on each plateau 
and in each desert.”

Victoria Mack - Secretariat for International Landcare

Sub-titled ‘a journey into landscape restoration’, the film 
Rediscovering the Country takes the viewer on a trip through 
south – eastern Australia and Sri Lanka to look at how community 
groups and individuals are creating innovative ecosystems that 
protect the land, produce commercially valuable products and 
increase biodiversity�

A standard definition version of Rediscovering the 
Country is now available for viewing on the internet from 
http://www�rediscoveringthecountry�org

Rediscovering the Country aims to strengthen community 
support for the improved management of rural lands by 
increasing awareness within rural and urban communities of how 
revegetation and integration of biologically rich and commercially 
valuable plantings into farming operations can help tackle land 
management problems and contribute to rural communities�

The underlying theme of the film is the importance of 
transforming rural landscapes through revegetation for 
environmental and economic benefits.  Community collaboration 
needs to be at the heart of this transformation�  It contains 
interviews of farmers and landowners, academics, Landcare 
proponents, as well as promoters and practitioners of analog 
forestry/regenerative agriculture�

Rediscovering the Country is being well received both 
domestically and internationally�  Maude Barlow Chair of ‘Food 
and Water Watch said:

“What a great film!  ‘Rediscovering the Country’ shows what 
community-based environmental film-making is all about.  It 
is inspiring to see how ordinary citizens in different parts of 
the globe share a common vision for repairing damaged land, 
and are organising themselves to create more sustainable and 
environmentally-valuable landscapes from which they can also 
make a living.   
There are lessons here for governments and agribusiness right 
around the world.”

The film was produced by Australian Forest Growers 
and She Oaks Films and is available for free download 
from: http://www�rediscoveringthecountry�org 
http://vimeo�com/99883046

Victorian Environmental Partnerships Program- Landholder Assistance
Greening Australia- Living Landscapes-Candice Parker

Help is needed from landholders interested in fencing 
wetlands and remnant vegetation to protect threatened 
species including Brolga, Corangamite Water Skink, Salt 
lake Tussock-grass and Spiny Peppercress� Properties need 
to be within the Corangamite Catchment region� For more 
information or to register your interest please contact Candice 
Parker – Greening Australia – Mobile: 0427 517 014 or email: 
cparker@greeningaustralia�org�au

An area soon to benefit the nesting pair of Brolga’s, with 
fencing to exclude stock and plants to improve remnant native 
vegetation
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Grassland Monitoring in Corangamite
Four landholders within the Conservation and Carbon Capture 
Project (CCCP) are participating in a vegetation monitoring 
program coordinated by the Corangamite CMA� 

The CCCP is supported through funding from the Australian 
Government’s Clean Energy Future Biodiversity Fund� This project 
is aimed to assist landholders with on-ground works that result 
in multiple environmental outcomes within the Corangamite 
catchment� It is a 5 year project, due to for completion during 
2017�

The CCCP vegetation monitoring program aims to determine if 
(a) the cover of native grasses are increased and (b) the cover 
of introduced species are reduced using the biomass removal 
techniques of high intensity ‘crash’ grazing or ecological burning� 
The majority of native grasslands require some biomass removal 
at least once every four to five years to maintain species 
richness, open up space to prevent competition from dominant 
grasses and to deplete weed populations�

Five monitoring sites were selected on endangered native 
grasslands within the Victorian Volcanic Plains (VVP) and the 
Otway Plains (OtP) bioregions� The sites were selected based on a 
number of qualities including:

the dominate native grass species present 

the abundance and diversity of the native species present

the type of introduced species present

the site is currently managed with either high intensity ‘crash’ 
grazing’ or ecological burning

the landholders are interested in gaining further knowledge to 
manage their native grasslands�

The monitoring involves setting up a series of sample plots to 
identify the native and introduced species present and then 
assess the foliage percentage cover of each species within the 
plots. Corangamite CMA catchment officers will be completing 
the monitoring annually during late spring / early summer for the 
duration of the CCCP� The methodology has been provided by the 
Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research�

A Plains Grassland located on the VVP containing native Spear-
grass (Austrostipa spp�) and introduced Wild Oats (Avena 

barbata)� An ecological burn is planned for this site during 
Autumn 2015� 

A Plains Grassy Wetland located on the VVP containing native 
Common Tussock-grass (Poa labillardierei) and introduced 

Phalaris (Phalaris aquatica)� This site is ‘crash’ grazed from late-
Summer to mid- Spring when the soil is dry� 

Victorian Volcanic Plains Living Landscape 
Project
• A partnership between Greening Australia and Corangamite Catchment 

Management Authority
• Grassland Community Workshop – March 2nd 2015
• Bannockburn Cultural Centre, 27 High Street 
• 630pm-830pm 
Expression of interest are being sought from landholders within the areas of 
Shelford, Lethbridge and Bannockburn to participate in a Living Landscapes 
Community Workshop� The workshop aims to strengthen local landholder 
connections and knowledge of grasslands and grassy woodlands through a 
facilitated evening, with guest speakers�

Save the date 2nd of March, 2015
Please register your interest to cparker@greeningaustralia�org�au

The Nationally threatened Leucochrysum albicans subsp� tricolor – Hoary Sunray



A JOINT INITIATIVE BY:

For further information: T: (03) 5224 9411 E: Chelsey.langley@ccma.vic.gov.au W: www.ccma.vic.gov.au

repap
delcycer

no
detn ir

P

Deadline for next PlainsFacts Edition:  1st July 2015

4

Volcanic Plains Ecological Burn Trial 

CONTROLLED BURN: CFA carried out a controlled burn as part of test to reduce weed load 
at a project site.
A controlled burn is one of a number of techniques Corangamite CMA staff and land managers are trialling to reduce the 
weed load at a project site�  

Corangamite CMA staff with assistance from a landholder and the Inverleigh CFA conducted a trial ecological burn that took an 
hour to complete�

The site is one under contract as part of the Corangamite CMA Conservation and Carbon Capture Project which aims to protect 
endangered grassy woodland vegetation on the Victorian Volcanic Plains�

Multiple treatments were established to monitor the effect of burning in a rabbit proof exclusion area as well as the effect of 
burning in an unfenced area�

Corangamite CMA staff will undertake post burn site monitoring  to identify vegetation changes and responses to burning�


