
Spiny Rice-flower
Pimelea spinescens subsp. spinescens

A Nationally Threatened Species of the Grassland Community

Description

Spiny Rice-flower (Pimelea spinescens subsp.

spinescens) is a small native shrub 5-30 cm high.

The spine tipped nature of the stems

distinguishes Spiny Rice-flower from all other

Rice-flower plants.

The leaves are oval shaped and are generally no

bigger than 10 mm long x 3 mm wide. In contrast

to other grassland species, Spiny Rice-flower

typically blooms in mid winter. Between April and

August small creamy yellow flowers bloom

profusely amongst the green leaves. As Spiny

Rice-flower blooms during the winter months, it is

easy to spot amongst its surrounding vegetation.

In mid to late spring the rice shaped fruit begins

to appear where the flowers once were. These are

dry capsules about 3 mm long.

During the summer months the green foliage may

fade slightly or partially die back depending on

the rainfall. However, the small green shrub can

still be seen amongst the drier grasses and weed

species.

Distribution

Known only to exist in Victoria, Spiny Rice-flower

is most commonly found on the basalt plains west

of Melbourne and on the Patho plains of North

Central Victoria. Isolated populations have also

been recorded near Marnoo, Toolleen, Marong and

on the Guildford plateau near Castlemaine.
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Spiny Rice-flower (Pimelea spinescens subsp. spinescens)

Habitat

Spiny Rice-flower can be found in either

grasslands with gilgai depressions or grassy

woodlands with a ‘Box’ eucalypt overstorey. Soil

types range from grey cracking clay soils

(grey/black vertosols) to red duplex soils with

sandy loam topsoils (red sodosols).

Similar species

Spiny Rice-flower is most similar to Wimmera

Rice-flower (Pimelea spinescens subsp. pubiflora).

The two species are distinguished by the latter

having hairy flowers. Having not been recorded

since 1901, this species was presumed extinct,

but fortunately, the plant was rediscovered in the

Natimuk area in late 2005.

Conservation status

Spiny Rice-flower has been classified as ‘Critically

Endangered’ under the Commonwealth

Environment Protection and Biodiversity

Conservation Act 1999 (the ‘EPBC Act’) and is

listed as ‘Endangered’ under the Flora and Fauna

Guarantee Act 1988 (the ‘FFG Act’).

Existing conservation measures

Currently, DSE is implementing a range of

recovery plan actions for the species. These

actions include activities such as searching for

new populations and propagating plants to help

increase the population size.

Decline and threats

The decline in Spiny Rice-flower is a direct result

of habitat loss. To help maintain the current

population size of the species it is best to avoid

the following practices:

• Herbicide use – Spiny Rice-flower is sensitive to

herbicides that may be applied to control

neighbouring weed species.

• Soil Disturbance by mechanical intervention

may also be destructive if rootstocks are

uprooted or displaced.

• Intensive or absence of grazing – a light

grazing regime is preferred.

• Works and maintenance – including

roadworks, firebreaks and utility installations.
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Why are threatened species important?

• Australia is regarded as one of the world’s top 12

‘mega-diverse’ countries, giving us a special

responsibility to preserve our biodiversity.

Unfortunately the other 11 countries are not as

developed or wealthy,  and do not have the

specialist knowledge that we do, therefore we are

the only country in a position to study and conserve

its diversity effectively

• Currently we rely on about 20 plant species to feed

the majority of the world’s population – the

conservation of the wild plant gene pool is essential

to supplement the narrow genetic base of these food

crops, providing disease resistance, improved

productivity, and environmental tolerance

• Biological diversity is an intrinsic part of the

aesthetic qualities in  many areas valued in Australia

for tourism and recreation

• Extinction is forever…
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