
 

 

 
Growling Grass Frog 
Litoria raniformis 

A Nationally Vulnerable frog species 

 

 

Description 

The Growling Grass Frog (Litoria raniformis) is 

one of Victoria’s most endangered frogs. It is up 

to 100 mm long with a ‘warty’ back. The upper 

surface is dark olive to bright emerald green or 

brown, usually with large blotches of brown, 

bronze or gold. It has a large tympanum (ear) and 

a distinct dorso-lateral fold between the eye and 

the top of the front leg. Adult males are renowned 

for their distinctive calls, which consist of a long 

modulated growl or drone, followed by a few 

short grunts: “crawark-crawark-crawark-crok-

crok”. 

The Growling Grass Frog is active in the warmer 

months of the year (September to March) and 

likes to bask in the sun on mild, sunny days. Like 

most frogs they usually call, feed and move 

around after dark. The Growling Grass Frog eats a 

wide range of insects and even small lizards, fish, 

tadpoles and frogs. It is a ‘sit-and-wait’ predator. 

During winter these frogs are largely inactive and 

shelter on the land under rocks, logs, thick 

vegetation, or in ground crevices, often a long way 

from waterbodies and sometimes communally. 

Habitat 

Growling Grass Frogs need still or slow moving 

water with emergent vegetation around the edges 

and mats of floating and submerged plants. They 

can live in artificial waterbodies, such as farm 

dams, irrigation channels and disused quarries.  A 

cluster of waterbodies (within 700 m) allows frogs 

to move between sites as conditions change. They 

usually move on rainy nights.  

Eggs are laid in spring so the frogs need water 

that lasts over the summer for their tadpoles to 

develop. Females lay up to 4000 eggs in floating 

jelly rafts. The tadpole stage lasts 3-15 months 

and they may grow to 110 mm in total length. The 

large pinkish grey tadpoles have yellowish fins 

and hide in aquatic vegetation or move to deeper 

water if disturbed. They develop the green/gold 

colouring towards the end of the tadpole stage. 

Distribution 

The Growling Grass Frog was once widespread 

and common through much of south-eastern 

Australia and Tasmania, but the range and 

numbers of the frog have declined since the 

1980s with many populations disappearing. It has 

disappeared completely from the ACT and is now 

recognised as threatened over the rest of its 

range.  

Conservation status 

The Growling Grass Frog is listed as Vulnerable 

nationally under the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. In Victoria it 

is listed as Threatened under the Flora and Fauna 

Guarantee Act 1988 and classified as Endangered.  

Works likely to affect populations of the Growling 

Grass Frog must be referred to the Federal 

Government under EPBC legislation. 

 



 

 

Growling Grass Frog (Litoria raniformis) 

#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y
#Y

#Y

#Y#Y

#Y
#Y

#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y #Y

#Y#Y

#Y
#Y

#Y#Y
#Y
#Y

#Y
#Y#Y#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y
#Y#Y#Y#Y

#Y

#Y
#Y

#Y
#Y

#Y

#Y
#Y#Y

#Y
#Y#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y
#Y

#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y#Y#Y

#Y

#Y#Y#Y

#Y
#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y#Y
#Y

#Y

#Y#Y

WIMMERA

CORANGAMITE

100 0 100 200 Kilometers

Study Area

Historical Sites#Y

Catchment Management Authorities

Decline and threats 

A number of factors appear to have contributed 

to the decline of the species, and also threaten the 

populations that remain. These include: 

• Draining or filling of waterbodies  

• Barriers to movement between waterbodies 

• Reduced habitat quality because of changes 

to flow/filling,  water quality/salinity, pollution 

and pesticide/herbicide use, maintenance works 

• Terrestrial habitat (used by frogs for shelter, 

movement or over-wintering) lost or damaged by 

stock grazing, land clearing, destruction/removal 

of rocks or logs 

• Chytridiomycosis disease caused by the 

introduced fungus (Batrachochytrium 

dendrobatidis)  

• Introduced fish (e.g. Mosquitofish Gambusia 

holbooki) predation on eggs and/or tadpoles  

• As a basking species Growling Grass Frog, 

may be damaged by higher ultraviolet-B radiation 

levels caused by atmospheric ozone depletion 

The effects of all these threats can be increased 

by drought or climatic change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tadpole photograph by Geoff Heard (La Trobe 

University).  

All other photographs by Michael Smith (DSE). 

Above: Dense aquatic vegetation (cumbungi) 

Below: Study area and historical sites 
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New research project 

As part of the recovery project for the Growling Grass Frog, 

a number of historical and any newly reported sites will be 

surveyed this spring and summer.  Habitat will also be 

assessed at each site. The results of the survey will provide 

data to develop survey and monitoring protocols, and to 

establish ‘clusters’ of populations for management. 

To report sightings of this threatened species, or for 
more information on this project, please contact: 

Garry Peterson,  
Threatened Species Project Officer DSE,  

Telephone: (03) 5561 9915  

e-mail: gary.peterson@dse.vic.gov.au 
 
For more information on this and other threatened species, 
as well as a related Growling Grass Frog project go to 
www.swifft.net.au. 

 


